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Thank you for worshipping with us this evening. Children's activity bulletins 
are available in the narthex. We love to have children stay with families 
during worship. Children’s books and bulletins are available on the side shelf 
unit. If you would like to know more about Joyful Harvest’s ministry, please 
talk with the Pastor, a Council member (their pictures and names are on the 
bulletin board in the narthex) following the service, or check out our website 
at www.joyfulharvest.org, or call us at 847-497-4JOY. Please come again! 

 

ORDER OF WORSHIP 
Gathering 
Welcome/Greeting/Announcements   

 

Call to Worship 
Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth. 
We glorify our God with songs of thanksgiving and joy. 
God has done great things for us, filling us with grace. 
God fed our ancestors in the wilderness, God clothes us with hope. 
We will offer our hearts to God, always saying, 'Thank you!' to the One 
who loves us. 
We will sing our praises, shouting of God's presence in our lives. 

 

Gathering Songs: Thank You, Lord 
   Sanctuary 
Prayer of the Day 
 

Word  
First Reading: Joel 2:21-27 
21Do not fear, O soil; be glad and rejoice, for the Lord has done great 
things! 22Do not fear, you animals of the field, for the pastures of the 
wilderness are green; the tree bears its fruit, the fig tree and vine give their 
full yield. 23O children of Zion, be glad and rejoice in the Lord your God; for 
he has given the early rain for your vindication, he has poured down for 
you abundant rain, the early and the later rain, as before. 24The threshing 
floors shall be full of grain, the vats shall overflow with wine and oil. 
25I will repay you for the years that the swarming locust has eaten, the 



hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, my great army, which I sent against 
you. 26You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of 
the Lord your God, who has dealt wondrously with you. And my people 
shall never again be put to shame. 27You shall know that I am in the midst 
of Israel, and that I, the Lord, am your God and there is no other. And my 
people shall never again be put to shame. 
 

Responsive Reading: Psalm 126 
1When the Lord restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who 
dream.  
2Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of 
joy; then it was said among the nations, “The Lord has done great things 
for them.”  
3The Lord has done great things for us, and we rejoiced.  
4Restore our fortunes, O Lord, like the watercourses in the Negeb.  
5May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy.  
6Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come home 
with shouts of joy, carrying their sheaves.  
 

Second Reading: 1 Timothy 2:1-7 
First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 
thanksgivings be made for everyone, 2for kings and all who are in high 
positions, so that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness 
and dignity. 3This is right and is acceptable in the sight of God our 
Savior,4who desires everyone to be saved and to come to the knowledge 
of the truth. 5For there is one God; there is also one mediator between 
God and humankind, Christ Jesus, himself human, 6who gave himself a 
ransom for all—this was attested at the right time. 7For this I was 
appointed a herald and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a 
teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth. 
 

Gospel Reading: Matthew 6:25-33 
25“Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life… 

This is the gospel of the Lord!  Thanks be to God! 
 

Message 
Prayers of Intercession 

Meal 
Call to Reconciliation 
We wonder what's for lunch, we worry about work tomorrow, we fret 
about the test that is coming up.  So much worry, so much time wasted 
over things we cannot control.  The One who showers earth with rain, who 
places the stars in the autumn sky, is the same One who wraps mercy tight 
around you, who feeds us on healing and hope.  Let us confess how our 



worries keep us from trusting the God who hears us and restores us to 
new life.  Please join me as we pray, 
Because we live in this modern, tech-driven, twittering age, we often 
forget what you have done for us, God of every blessing.  We pat 
ourselves on the back for our ability to learn new computer skills but 
have forgotten that life is more than a machine.  We have more than we 
could ever use yet, like squirrels, we store up more and more.  Our faith 
is often pushed to the back of the closet, to make room for all the fears 
we wear so easily. 
Forgive us, Restorer of life.  As you clothe us with your grace and mercy, 
may we share with those who have so little.  As our hearts overflow with 
your love and wonder, may we offer them as gifts to everyone we 
meet.  As you feed us with your joy and hope, may we welcome to the 
Table all those who lives are filled with tears and pain.  As we gather with 
family and friends during this season, may we continue to give thanks for 
the gift of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 

Silence is kept 
This is the good news: as God dresses creation in wonder, so you will be 
clothed in grace; as God pours out abundance upon the earth, so you will 
be blessed with peace and joy. 
We don't say it often enough, but thanks be to God for healing, for life, 
for wonder, for mercy.  We are blessed, for we are forgiven.  Amen. 
 

Words of Institution & Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   For 
thine is the kingdom, and the power and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen. 

 

Lord’s Supper 
All are welcome to come to communion; if you believe that Christ is truly present here today, we 
invite you to join us at the Lord’s Table.   We commune by Intinction - we will give you the bread and 
ask that you dip the bread into the chalice.  Wine will be in the blue chalice, grape juice in the white 
chalice.  Gluten-free elements are available.  Please request if you prefer gluten-free. 

 

Communion Song:  Give Thanks 
 

Blessing 
 

Sending 
Sending Song: Who Am I? 
 

  



Sending 
Before we fill ourselves from groaning tables, 
let us go forth to feed those whose hunger is all too real. 
Before we gather with friends and family in warm, safe homes, 
let us go forth to shelter those who have no place to sleep. 
Before we rush to the stores to buy more than we really need, 
let us go to offer our hearts and lives to all whose lives are empty. 
 

Benediction 
At Joyful Harvest Church,  
Our Mission is Growing Together for Christ. 
As disciples of Jesus Christ, we value: 
Family Worship, Relying on Prayer, Unity in Christ, Instruction in the 
Word, Telling Others, and Service to God’s Community 
Go in peace to love and serve the Lord        
Thanks be to God!! 
 

Songs are reproduced and projected with permission under CCLI #1029838.  
 

Announcements 
Poinsettias Purchase: As we celebrate the birth of Christ, help us fill the 
Sanctuary with the beauty of Poinsettias.  Joyful Harvest is once again 
offering our members the opportunity to purchase poinsettias.   We will be 
using plants from Leider’s Greenhouse to decorate for the Christmas 
Services.  Orders need to be in by Sunday, Dec. 19th. Make checks payable 
to Joyful Harvest and place in the offering basket, with Poinsettia noted 
on memo line.  Plants will be available for pick up after the Christmas Eve 
candlelight services.   
 

Loose Change:  Loose change for the months of October, November and 
December will go to the Northern Illinois Helping Hands Food Pantry to 
support those in our community who are in need.  Please, give generously!  
 

DiscipleShip Bible Study:  Each week we gather on Monday evenings at 
6:00, at the home of Rod and Dawn Gerlach, 9436 Thousand Oaks Circle, 
Spring Grove and online via Zoom!  Follow the link on the website!  “See” 
you then!  Studying Reading Paul’s Mail! 
 

 



This Week’s Schedule 
Weds. Nov.  24 Thanksgiving Eve Worship 7:00 p.m. 
Thurs. Nov.  25 Happy Thanksgiving!!! 
Sat. Nov.  27 Men’s Group  7:00 a.m. 
Sat. Nov.  27 Hanging of the Greens 9:00 a.m. 
Sun. Nov.  28 Sunday Worship 9:00 a.m.  

 
Upcoming Events in December 

 
Hanging of the Greens: Yes, folks, it’s that time of year! Saturday, 
November 27th at 9:00 a.m. we will gather to decorate the church for the 
upcoming Christmas season.  Please come out and give us a hand because 
it’s always so beautiful to see everyone involved and it gets done that 
much quicker! 

 
Angel Tree Giving   Want the opportunity to give a needy child from our 
area a wonderful Christmas?  Simply take a tag from the Angel Tree in the 
narthex, buy the gift indicated on the tag, and bring the unwrapped gift to 
Joyful Harvest for delivery to the Salvation Army!  Isn’t that a great way to 
bring the joy of Christmas to brighten the life of a child?  Please return 
tags and gifts by Dec. 12 please. Thanks for your generosity! 
 
Caroling on the Corner & Potato Bake: Bring your favorite toppings for 
baked potatoes and join us as we sing about the Gift of God in Jesus Christ 
on the corner (and to the world) on Saturday, Dec. 11th at 7:00 pm. 
following worship at 6 pm. 
 

Other Upcoming Dates –  
Mark Your Calendars! 

 
December 19, 7 p.m. 

In-Person and Zoom/Facebook Blue Christmas 
 

December 24, 7 p.m. 
In-person and Zoom/Facebook Christmas Eve 
Worship 
 

December 24, 10 p.m. 
In-person Christmas Eve Worship 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 


