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November 26th, 2020 Thanksgiving Eve 



Gathering 

Welcome/Greeting/Announcements 
 

Call to Worship 
Our help is in the name of the Lord who made heaven and earth. 
We glorify our God with songs of thanksgiving and joy. 
God has done great things for us, filling us with grace. 
God fed our ancestors in the wilderness, God clothes us with hope. 
We will offer our hearts to God, always saying, 
'Thank you!' to the One who loves us. 
We will sing our praises, shouting of God's presence in our lives. 
 

Gathering Songs 
 

Thanksgiving at the Font 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Word 
FIRST READING: Deuteronomy 8:7-18  (NRSV) 
7For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land, a land with 
flowing streams, with springs and underground waters welling up in 
valleys and hills, 8a land of wheat and barley, of vines and fig trees and 
pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, 9a land where you may 
eat bread without scarcity, where you will lack nothing, a land whose 
stones are iron and from whose hills you may mine copper. 10You shall 
eat your fill and bless the Lord your God for the good land that he has 
given you. 
  11Take care that you do not forget the Lord your God, by failing to 
keep his commandments, his ordinances, and his statutes, which I am 
commanding you today. 12When you have eaten your fill and have built 
fine houses and live in them, 13and when your herds and flocks have 
multiplied, and your silver and gold is multiplied, and all that you have is 
multiplied, 14then do not exalt yourself, forgetting the Lord your God, 
who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, 
15who led you through the great and terrible wilderness, an arid 
wasteland with poisonous snakes and scorpions. He made water flow 
for you from flint rock, 16and fed you in the wilderness with manna that 
your ancestors did not know, to humble you and to test you, and in the 
end to do you good. 17Do not say to yourself, “My power and the might 
of my own hand have gotten me this wealth.” 18But remember the Lord 
your God, for it is he who gives you power to get wealth, so that he may 
confirm his covenant that he swore to your ancestors, as he is doing 
today. 



Psalm:  Psalm 103 (NRSV) 
1Bless the Lord, O my soul, and all that is within me, bless his holy name. 
2Bless the Lord, O my soul, and do not forget all his benefits— 
3who forgives all your iniquity, who heals all your diseases, 
4who redeems your life from the Pit, who crowns you with steadfast 
love and mercy, 
5who satisfies you with good as long as you live so that your youth is 
renewed like the eagle’s. 
6The Lord works vindication and justice for all who are oppressed. 
7He made known his ways to Moses, his acts to the people of Israel. 
8The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in 
steadfast love. 
9He will not always accuse, nor will he keep his anger forever. 
10He does not deal with us according to our sins, nor repay us 
according to our iniquities. 
11For as the heavens are high above the earth, so great is his steadfast 
love toward those who fear him; 
12as far as the east is from the west, so far he removes our 
transgressions from us. 
13As a father has compassion for his children, so the Lord has 
compassion for those who fear him. 
14For he knows how we were made; he remembers that we are dust. 
15As for mortals, their days are like grass; they flourish like a flower of 
the field; 
16for the wind passes over it, and it is gone, and its place knows it no 
more. 
17But the steadfast love of the Lord is from everlasting to everlasting on 
those who fear him, and his righteousness to children’s children, 
18to those who keep his covenant and remember to do his 
commandments. 
19The Lord has established his throne in the heavens, and his kingdom 
rules over all. 
20Bless the Lord, O you his angels, you mighty ones who do his bidding, 
obedient to his spoken word. 
21Bless the Lord, all his hosts, his ministers that do his will. 
22Bless the Lord, all his works, in all places of his dominion. Bless 
the Lord, O my soul. 
 

SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 9:6-15  (NRSV) 
6The point is this: the one who sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, 
and the one who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7Each of 
you must give as you have made up your mind, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8And God is able to provide 



you with every blessing in abundance, so that by always having enough 
of everything, you may share abundantly in every good work. 9As it is 
written, “He scatters abroad, he gives to the poor; his righteousness 
endures forever.” 10He who supplies seed to the sower and bread for 
food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and increase the 
harvest of your righteousness. 11You will be enriched in every way for 
your great generosity, which will produce thanksgiving to God through 
us; 12for the rendering of this ministry not only supplies the needs of the 
saints but also overflows with many thanksgivings to God. 13Through the 
testing of this ministry you glorify God by your obedience to the 
confession of the gospel of Christ and by the generosity of your sharing 
with them and with all others, 14while they long for you and pray for 
you because of the surpassing grace of God that he has given you. 
15Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 
 

GOSPEL: Luke 17:11-19 (NRSV) 
11On the way to Jerusalem Jesus was going through the region between 
Samaria and Galilee… 

This is the gospel of the Lord!  Thanks be to God! 
 

Message  
 

Prayers of Intercession  
 

Meal 
 

Offering: Friends, while our programs and in-person worship are 
temporarily modified, our responsibilities for our regular bills 
(mortgage, utilities, payroll, etc.) continue. Please send your gifts to the 
church office: 5050 N. Johnsburg Rd., Johnsburg, IL  60051 Or you may 
give online at www.joyfulharvest.org 
 

Call to Reconciliation 
Loving God, would You bring to mind a moment this week where we 
have fallen short, where we have sinned against You or someone else. 
Maybe it was something we did when no one was looking…something 
we said that was hurtful…something we thought… or maybe things we 
left undone. 
Father, please bring my sin to my mind. 

Silence is kept… 
Lord God, I have sinned against you; I have done evil in your sight. 
I am sorry and repent. Have mercy on me according to your love. 
Wash away my wrongdoing and cleanse me from my sin. Renew a 
right spirit within me and restore the joy of your salvation, through 
Jesus Christ my Lord.  Amen. 



Lord’s Supper 
All are welcome to come to communion; if you believe that Christ is truly present here today, we 
invite you to join us at the Lord’s Table.  The communion cups we share today have a wafer 
sealed under a clear piece of plastic (peel this off first) and grape juice in the lower portion. 
 

Words of Institution and Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen 
 

Communion Song 
Sending 

Sending Song 
 

Sending and Benediction 

The Creator of heaven and earth sends us out, 
may we go to being help to all around us. 
The Bringer of grace sends us out, 
may we go to offer hope and healing to the broken. 
The Spirit of peace sends us out, 
may we go to bring reconciliation in all the broken places. 
 

Commissioning 
At Joyful Harvest Church, our mission is growing together for Christ. 
As disciples of Jesus Christ, we value: Family Worship, Relying on Prayer, 
Unity in Christ, Instruction in the Word, Telling Others, and Service to 
God’s Community. 
Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord!   Thanks be to God! 

 

Songs are reproduced, projected, and streamed with permission under CCLI #1029838. 
Portions of the liturgy are Copyright © Thom M. Shuman 2017 
Portions of the liturgy are copyright © Augsburg Fortress 2020 

Portions of the liturgy are copyright © Joyful Harvest Church, ELCA 2020 
 

Joyful Harvest’s Virtual Angel Tree is an easy way for you to view and 
select Christmas wishes for children in need 
1. VISIT THE WEBSITE  Go to www.joyfulharvest.org/angeltree 
2. SELECT AN ANGEL  Choose an Angel you would like to adopt. Click on 

the gift you’d like to purchase and mark it as reserved or purchased. 
3. HAVE FUN SHOPPING  Visit a local store OR shop online. We ask 

that you spend no more than $35 on each child.  
4. DELIVER THE GIFTS  Bring the unwrapped item(s) you purchase to 

Joyful Harvest by December 13.  Please call before you come to the 
church to be certain that Pastor is there. 

http://www.joyfulharvest.org/angeltree


 
 

Carols, Candlelight, and Communion! 
December 24, 7 & 10 pm 

 

Join us Christmas Eve for a special service based on an old-
time radio program, Lum and Abner’s Christmas Story from 
1938 with some of your favorite Christmas songs, too!  Live-
streamed on Zoom and Facebook. In-person worship may yet 
be possible, check the website for more information 
www.joyfulharvest.org 
___________________________________________________________ 

 

Blue Christmas – Dec.20, 7 p.m. 
Live-Streaming – Click on the link on our website – 

www.joyfulharvest.org  In-person may yet be possible… 
Watch our website for more information! 

 


