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This week we will be worshipping virtually on line through Zoom and 
Facebook. There will be a link on our website to watch on Zoom, or 
you can watch the live-stream on Facebook! Stay safe and God bless! 

  

November 29th, 2020 First Sunday of Advent 



Gathering 

Welcome/Greeting/Announcements 
 

Call to Worship 
In this uncertain season of Advent, we wait. 
Hoping, hoping God is coming to us. 
In the vagueness of these days, we try to listen. 
Hoping, hoping the Word will be whispered to us. 
In the weariness of our times, we wait, we listen, we watch. 
Hoping, hoping the Spirit will be found in our midst. 
 

Advent Candle Lighting Liturgy 
If ever there was a year we needed Advent, this is the year. We hardly 
know how to describe the year we have lived through. We hesitate to 
reflect on all the mess around us in 2020. All we know is that nothing 
seems right, nothing seems like it used to be, nothing. We need Advent! 
The prophet Isaiah cried out for us, “O that you would tear open the 
heavens and come down … To make your name known … so that 
nations might tremble at your presence.” So tear through the mess, O 
Lord, and come down to us again. We long to be your people, a people 
of hope. 
We light this first candle as a sign of our hope. Hope that you can meet 
us, even in the mess of our world. Hope that you still see us, though we 
feel we are lost in the rubble. Let this light be the guide that brings us to 
Emmanuel once more. 
O Come, O Come Emmanuel. 
 

Gathering Songs 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Word 
FIRST READING: Isaiah 64:1-9  (NRSV) 
1O that you would tear open the heavens and come down, so that the 
mountains would quake at your presence—2as when fire kindles 
brushwood and the fire causes water to boil—to make your name 
known to your adversaries, so that the nations might tremble at your 
presence! 3When you did awesome deeds that we did not expect, you 
came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 4From ages past 
no one has heard, no ear has perceived, no eye has seen any God 
besides you, who works for those who wait for him. 5You meet those 
who gladly do right, those who remember you in your ways. But you 



were angry, and we sinned; because you hid yourself we transgressed. 
6We have all become like one who is unclean, and all our righteous 
deeds are like a filthy cloth. We all fade like a leaf, and our iniquities, 
like the wind, take us away. 7There is no one who calls on your name, or 
attempts to take hold of you; for you have hidden your face from us, 
and have delivered us into the hand of our iniquity. 8Yet, O Lord, you 
are our Father; we are the clay, and you are our potter; we are all the 
work of your hand. 9Do not be exceedingly angry, O Lord, and do not 
remember iniquity forever. Now consider, we are all your people.  
 

Psalm:  Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19 (NRSV) 
1Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who lead Joseph like a flock! You 
who are enthroned upon the cherubim, shine forth 
2before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh. Stir up your might, and 
come to save us! 
3Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved. 
4O Lord God of hosts, how long will you be angry with your people’s 
prayers? 
5You have fed them with the bread of tears, and given them tears to 
drink in full measure. 
6You make us the scorn of our neighbors; our enemies laugh among 
themselves. 
7Restore us, O God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be saved. 
17But let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, the one whom 
you made strong for yourself. 
18Then we will never turn back from you; give us life, and we will call on 
your name. 
19Restore us, O Lord God of hosts; let your face shine, that we may be 
saved. 
 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:3-9  (NRSV) 
3Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 
4I give thanks to my God always for you because of the grace of God 
that has been given you in Christ Jesus, 5for in every way you have been 
enriched in him, in speech and knowledge of every kind—6just as the 
testimony of Christ has been strengthened among you—7so that you 
are not lacking in any spiritual gift as you wait for the revealing of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. 8He will also strengthen you to the end, so that you 
may be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9God is faithful; 
by him you were called into the fellowship of his Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord. 
 

  



GOSPEL: Mark 13:24-37  (NRSV) 
24“In those days, after that suffering… 

This is the gospel of the Lord!  Thanks be to God! 
Message  
 

Prayers of Intercession  
 

Meal 
 

Offering: Friends, while our programs and in-person worship are 
temporarily modified, our responsibilities for our regular bills 
(mortgage, utilities, payroll, etc.) continue. Please send your gifts to the 
church office: 5050 N. Johnsburg Rd., Johnsburg, IL  60051 Or you may 
give online at www.joyfulharvest.org 
 

Call to Reconciliation 
We try to stay faithful, but we fail. We long to care for others but end 
up focusing on ourselves. We think we are being safe, but know how 
often we live dangerously. Yet, God knows our foolishness, and forgives 
our mistakes, so we can be made new people.  Let us pray, as we say, 
 

Come, God-who-draws-near-to-us, for we live in fretful times, 
wondering if we will ever come out of them. Come to us, with your 
grace. 
Come, God-who-has-walked-these-roads, for we long to be faithful in 
these days, but find it all too easy to be seduced by worry. Come to us, 
with your hope. 
Come, God-who-carries-life-in-your-breath, for we try to stay apart for 
others and ourselves, but find it easy to listen to those who mock us for 
being so foolish. Come to us, with your love. 

Silence is kept… 
In the midst of all our uncertainty, we are reminded of the old truths, 
that God loves us, God forgives us, God restores us to new life. 
The Child has come, bringing grace, offering mercy, and wrapping us in 
arms of love!  Thanks be to God, we are forgiven.  Amen. 
 

Lord’s Supper 
All are welcome to come to communion; if you believe that Christ is truly present here today, we 
invite you to join us at the Lord’s Table.  The communion cups we share today have a wafer 
sealed under a clear piece of plastic (peel this off first) and grape juice in the lower portion. 
 

Words of Institution and Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver 



us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen 
 

Communion Song 
Sending 

Sending Song 
 

Sending and Benediction 

On this pilgrimage of uncertainty, 
may we remember God has walked this road many times before. 
as we live through these endless moments, 
may we remember Jesus shares hope with us every day, every day. 
in this season filled with isolation from others, 
may we remember that the Spirit knows our loneliness and cradles us 
in love. 
 

Commissioning 
At Joyful Harvest Church, our mission is growing together for Christ. 
As disciples of Jesus Christ, we value: Family Worship, Relying on Prayer, 
Unity in Christ, Instruction in the Word, Telling Others, and Service to 
God’s Community. 
Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord!   Thanks be to God! 

 

Songs are reproduced, projected, and streamed with permission under CCLI #1029838. 
Portions of the liturgy are Copyright © Thom M. Shuman 2017 
Portions of the liturgy are copyright © Augsburg Fortress 2020 

Portions of the liturgy are copyright © Joyful Harvest Church, ELCA 2020 
 

Announcements 
Live-Streaming Wednesday Evening Bible Study! DiscipleShip is back! 
Weekly Wednesday evening Bible Study at 6:30 p.m.  Follow the link on 
the website!  “See” you then! 
 

Rummage Sale: Check out our online rummage sale – we’re posting 
some of the larger items in the basement to Facebook Marketplace so 
we can keep the pile in the basement manageable! Check it out – 
there’s probably something there that you desperately need!  Go to 
Facebook Marketplace and search Theresa Ancona! 
 

Donate to help the ministries of Joyful Harvest!   
Scan the QR code on the left with your mobile device. 
You’ll go straight to our online giving page to set up a 
one-time or recurring gift through your debit/credit card 
processed through PayPal. Thank you!!  
 

 
 



 
Joyful Harvest’s Virtual Angel Tree is an easy way for you to 
view and select Christmas wishes for children in need 

1. VISIT THE WEBSITE  Go to 
www.joyfulharvest.org/angeltree 

2. SELECT AN ANGEL  Choose an Angel you would like to 
adopt. Click on the gift you’d like to purchase and mark 
it as reserved or purchased. 

3. HAVE FUN SHOPPING  Visit a local store OR shop 
online. We ask that you spend no more than $35 on 
each child.  

4. DELIVER THE GIFTS  Bring the unwrapped item(s) you 
purchase to Joyful Harvest by December 13.  Please call 
before you come to the church to be certain that 
Pastor is there. 

 

Thank you so much for helping a child have a very Merry 
Christmas! 

Weekly Calendar 
Sun. Nov 29 Sunday Worship – Live-Streaming Worship 9:00 a.m. 
Tue. Dec 01 Food Pantry Service Opportunity 3:00-6:30 p.m. 
Wed. Dec 02 DiscipleShip Bible Study – Live-Streaming 6:30 p.m. 
Thur. Dec 03 Food Pantry Service Opportunity 3:00-6:30 p.m. 
Sat. Dec 05 Men’s Group – Live-Streaming 7:00 a.m. 
Sun. Dec 06 Sunday Worship – Live-Streaming Worship 9:00 a.m.  
 
Men’s Group: Men’s group is back to meeting virtually – join us at 7 
am on Saturday mornings by clicking on the link from our website! 

http://www.joyfulharvest.org/angeltree


 

 

November’s 
Memory Verse 
Deuteronomy 6:5 

"You shall love the Lord your God with all 
your heart, and with all your soul, and 

with all your might." 

Susan Mercado, daughter of Gary and Connie Craig, has set up a 
Joyful Harvest web page that will help JH financially! If you do any 
online shopping, go to savingwithsusan.com/joyfulharvest and link 
through to your favorite online shopping sites.  The church will 
receive a commission on everything you buy! Or, you can go to 
Susan’s site by visiting our web page and clicking on the link on the 
right side of the our homepage! 

https://savingwithsusan.com/joyfulharvest/


 
 

Carols, Candlelight, and Communion! 
December 24, 7 & 10 pm 

 

Join us Christmas Eve for a special service based on an old-
time radio program, Lum and Abner’s Christmas Story from 
1938 with some of your favorite Christmas songs, too!  Live-
streamed on Zoom and Facebook. In-person worship ay yet 
be possible, check the website for more information 
www.joyfulharvest.org 
___________________________________________________________ 

 

Blue Christmas – Dec.20, 7 p.m. 
Live-Streaming – Click on the link on our website – 

www.joyfulharvest.org  In-person may yet be possible… 
Watch our website for more information! 

 



NOVEMBER 29, 2020  
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 
 
Advent is a time to be alert for the coming of Christ. 
 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS  
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.  

 Sunday   Mark 13:24-37   The day and hour unknown   

 Monday   Isaiah 64:1-9   A communal prayer for help  

 Tuesday   1 Corinthians 1:3-9   God is faithful  

 Wednesday   Isaiah 9:1-7   The promised messiah  

 Thursday   Matthew 24:29-31   The coming of the Son of Man  

 Friday   Revelation 1:1-6    Christ sends a message  

 Saturday   Psalm 80:1-7, 17-19    Prayer for Israel’s restoration  

 Sunday   Mark 1:1-8    The beginning of the good news  
 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK  
Beware, keep alert; for you do not know when the time will come.  Mark 13:33 
(NRSV)  
   

PRAYERS AND BLESSING  
A Prayer for the Week:  
Gracious God, we thank you for your love that reaches out to us through Christ 
our Savior. Give us joy and gladness as we wait for his coming again. Amen.   
   

Mealtime Prayer:  
Lord God, thank you for giving us hope for the heart and food for the plate. For 
Jesus our Savior we watch, and we wait. Amen.   
  

A Blessing to Give:  
May the God of grace and peace and the Lord Jesus Christ keep you strong in your 
faith until Jesus comes again. (1 Corinthians 1:8)   
 
 
 
 
 

© 2020 Milestones Ministry, LLC. All rights reserved. 
In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an 

effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org 

 



CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in 
your life.  Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:  
• Talk about a time when you were waiting for something or someone.   

• Advent begins with a focus on Christ’s second coming. How does your 

Christian faith help you keep alert for Christ’s return? Reflect on how waiting 

for Christ’s return is an important part of the Christian faith.  

• Jesus said, “my words will never pass away” (Mark 13:31).  What words or 
stories of Jesus are especially important to you?  

 

DEVOTIONS  
November 29 is the first Sunday in Advent.  Using four blue or purple candles and 
a white center candle, set up a home Advent Wreath.  Light the first candle and 
use the following words:  Say: The first candle on our Advent wreath is the hope 
candle. Long ago, God promised to send a Savior. God used prophets like Isaiah, 
Jeremiah, and Micah to give people hope for the future. [Light the first candle.]  
Read:  Isaiah 9:6. For a child has been born for us, a son given to us; authority rests 
upon his shoulders; and he is named Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Pray:  Lord God, thank you for keeping the 
promises you made through the prophets and sending us a Savior.  Fill us with 
hope as we get ready to celebrate Jesus’ birth.  Amen.  

 SERVICE  
Part of Christian waiting for Christ’s coming again is to care for others with loving 
service.  Purchase nonperishable grocery items this week to donate to a local food 
shelf. Pray for the people who will receive this food.  

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS  
With the beginning of the new church year in Advent, we hear a new set of 
readings from the Bible. Most of the Gospel readings used this year will be from 
Mark. We remember that Jesus tells us that his words will never pass away (Mark 
13:31). In honor of Jesus’ message kept for us in the Bible, gather the Bibles and 
storybook Bibles in your home and say this prayer of blessing for their use:  
Dear God, we thank you for the Bible, and especially for the good news of Jesus 
our Savior. As we read, listen to and think about what the Bible says to us, make 
us into people who are strong in our faith and full of love. Amen.  

 

5050 N Johnsburg Road 
Johnsburg, IL  60051 
www.joyfulharvest.org 
(847) 497-4569 

 
Join us for worship: Sundays 9 am! 


