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This week we will be worshipping both in-person (socially-distanced, 
masked required) and on-line through Zoom and Facebook. There will be 
a link on our website to watch on Zoom, or you can watch the live-stream 

on Facebook! Stay safe and God bless! 

November 21, 2021 Christ the King Sunday 



Gathering 

Welcome/Greeting/Announcements 
 

Call to Worship 
We have chosen to be here, where God remembers us. 
God comes to us, the One who was and is and is to come. 
Like leaves skipping over the carpet of grass: 
God comes to us, the One who was and is and is to come. 
Like the first glimpses of the sun peeking over the horizon: 
God comes to us, the One who was and is and is to come. 
Like the moon lighting our way on a cloudless, autumn night: 
God comes to us, the One who was and is and is to come. 
 

Gathering Songs 
 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Word 
FIRST READING: Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14 (NRSV)  
9As I watched, thrones were set in place, and an Ancient One took his 
throne, his clothing was white as snow, and the hair of his head like pure 
wool; his throne was fiery flames, and its wheels were burning fire. 10A 
stream of fire issued and flowed out from his presence. A thousand 
thousands served him, and ten thousand times ten thousand stood 
attending him. The court sat in judgment, and the books were opened. 13As 
I watched in the night visions, I saw one like a human being coming with the 
clouds of heaven. And he came to the Ancient One and was presented 
before him. 14To him was given dominion and glory and kingship, that all 
peoples, nations, and languages should serve him. His dominion is an 
everlasting dominion that shall not pass away, and his kingship is one that 
shall never be destroyed. 
 

Responsive Reading: Psalm 93   (NRSV) 
1The Lord is king, he is robed in majesty; the Lord is robed, he is girded with 
strength. He has established the world; it shall never be moved; 
2your throne is established from of old; you are from everlasting. 
3The floods have lifted up, O Lord, the floods have lifted up their voice; the 
floods lift up their roaring. 
4More majestic than the thunders of mighty waters, more majestic than 
the waves of the sea, majestic on high is the Lord! 
5Your decrees are very sure; holiness befits your house, O Lord, 
forevermore. 
 

  



SECOND READING: Revelation 1:4b-8  (NRSV) 
4bGrace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to 
come, and from the seven spirits who are before his throne, 5and from 
Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of 
the kings of the earth. To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his 
blood, 6and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to 
him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen. 7Look! He is coming 
with the clouds; every eye will see him, even those who pierced him; and 
on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail. So it is to be. Amen. 8“I 
am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and 
who is to come, the Almighty. 
 

GOSPEL: John 18:33-37  (NRSV) 
33Pilate entered the headquarters again, summoned Jesus, and asked him… 

This is the gospel of the Lord!  Thanks be to God! 
 

Message  
 

Prayers of Intercession  
 

Meal 
 

Offering/Offering Song 
Friends, while our programs and in-person worship are temporarily modified, our 

responsibilities for our regular bills (mortgage, utilities, payroll, etc.) continue. Please send 
your gifts to the church office: 5050 N. Johnsburg Rd., Johnsburg, IL  60051 or you may give 

online at www.joyfulharvest.org. 
 

Call to Reconciliation 
While there are many with power in our world - power to hurt us, power to 
hire or fire us, power to control us - only God has the power to forgive us 
and make us new people. Let us confess how we fear the power of the 
world, and welcome the power of God's grace. 
The choices we make, Mighty God, reveal who we are. Choosing the lies of 
the world, your Word has not been on our lips. Choosing independent and 
isolated lives, we do not reflect your Spirit in our actions towards others. 
Choosing to exalt the powerful of our day, we are unable to follow the 
One whose weakness gives us life. Forgive us, God who became weak for 
our sake. Do not turn your face from us, but help us to face ourselves 
honestly. Free us from our captivity, so we may faithfully follow Jesus 
Christ, our King, our Lord, our Savior. 

Silence is kept… 
Shout for joy, children of God! The God who was and is and is to come loves 
you, forgives you, and renews you. 
God's Spirit rests upon us, grace and peace are the gifts of our loving God. 
Amen. 
 

  



Lord’s Supper 
 

Words of Institution and Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
 

Communion Song 
 

Sending 
Sending Song 
 

Sending and Benediction 

Let us go forth to serve God's children in weakness, 
so others might find the strength to live. 
Let us go forth as powerless as Jesus, 
to empower others with hope. 
Let us go forth with our arms full of the Spirit's peace, 
so the world might be healed of all its brokenness. 
 

Commissioning 
At Joyful Harvest Church, our mission is growing together for Christ. 
As disciples of Jesus Christ, we value: Family Worship, Relying on Prayer, 
Unity in Christ, Instruction in the Word, Telling Others, and Service to 
God’s Community.  
Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord!   Thanks be to God! 
 

Songs are reproduced, projected, and streamed with permission under CCLI #1029838. 
Portions of the liturgy are Copyright © Thom M. Shuman 2018 
Portions of the liturgy are copyright © Augsburg Fortress 2021 

Portions of the liturgy are copyright © Joyful Harvest Church, ELCA 2021 
 

Announcements 
 

Operation Christmas Child – With such a late start due to the COVID 
pandemic, we will be sending a financial contribution to OCC this year in the 
same way we did last year.  If you’d like to donate, please mark OCC on the 
memo line of your check.  Please have your checks in by Thanksgiving! 
Blessings! 
 

Cross Keys Village Stampers:  Cut used postage stamps from the mail you 
receive at home, bring it to the church and we’ll make sure the Cross Keys 
folks receive them! 
 

Men’s Group: We meet on Saturday mornings @ 7 a.m. at the church for 
fellowship and learning more about God’s call on our lives. All men are 
invited to attend. 
 

  



Donate for Tijuana Mission Project! - Toys and school supplies! When our 
volunteers go to Tijuana this year, they would like to take some items that 
the kids can use. If you should see a backpack on sale for the kids, we can fill 
it with school supplies. Soccer balls or footballs can be deflated and taken. 
Jump ropes, small toys, t-shirts for kids would be good, too.  There is a box 
in the narthex for donations.  Thanks so much for your generosity.  See Ray 
Pratscher or Theresa Ancona for info. 
 

Live-Streaming Monday Evening Bible Study! DiscipleShip is back! Weekly 
Monday evening Bible Study at 6:00 p.m. Meets in person at Rod and Dawn 
Gerlach’s house, 9436 Thousand Oaks Circle, Spring Grove and online via 
Zoom!  Follow the link on the website!  “See” you then!  Studying Reading 
Paul’s Mail! 
 

St. Jude Children’s Ranch:  We are collecting greeting cards!  Please bring 
in the whole card Juanita will separate the front from the back.  Save your 
used holiday and all-occasion cards, bring them to the church, and we’ll ship 
them off to St. Jude’s! 
 

Remember – For your online shopping, visit 
Joyfulharvest.org and click on Saving with Susan! It 

helps support our ministries at Joyful Harvest! 
 

Donate to help the ministries of Joyful Harvest!  Scan 
the QR code on the left with your mobile device. You’ll 
go straight to our online giving page to set up a one-time 
or recurring gift through your debit/credit card 
processed through PayPal. Your generous gift will 
support our many outreach ministries.  Thank you for 
making so much possible! 

Weekly Calendar 
Sun. Nov 21 Sunday Worship Live-Streaming and In-Person 9:00 a.m. 
Mon. Nov 22 Bible Study – 9436 Thousand Oaks Circle, SG 6:00 p.m. 
Tue. Nov 23 Food Pantry Service Opportunity 3:00-6:30 p.m. 
Wed. Nov 24 Thanksgiving Eve Worship 7:00 p.m. 
Thur. Nov 25 Thanksgiving Day! 
Sat. Nov 27 Men’s Group – In-Person and Zoom 7:00 a.m. 
Sat. Nov 27 Hanging of the Greens 9:00 a.m. 
Sun. Nov 28 Sunday Worship Live-Streaming and In-Person 9:00 a.m. 

We want to thank Northern Illinois 
Synod Bishop Jeffrey Clements 

for joining us for this 26th anniversary 
celebration at Joyful Harvest Church! 



Upcoming Dates – Mark Your Calendars! 
 

November 24, 7 p.m. 
In-Person and Zoom/Facebook Thanksgiving Eve 
Worship 
 

November 27, 9 a.m. 
Hanging of the Greens 
 

December 11, 6 p.m. 
In-Person Saturday Evening Worship 
 

December 11, 7 p.m. 
Potato Bake and Caroling on the Corner 
 

December 19, 7 p.m. 
In-Person and Zoom/Facebook Blue Christmas 
 

December 24, 7 p.m. 
In-person and Zoom/Facebook Christmas Eve 
Worship 
 

December 24, 10 p.m. 
In-person Christmas Eve Worship 

--------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 

You pray for the hungry, 

 Then you feed them. 

  That’s how prayer works. 
    -Pope Francis  



NOVEMBER 25, 2018  
CHRIST THE KING SUNDAY 
 
 

 
Jesus’ reign frees us to serve as priests.   
 
DAILY BIBLE READINGS  
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.  

 Sunday   John 18:33-37   Jesus, the King of truth  

 Monday   Daniel 7:9-10, 13-14   Judgment before the Ancient One  

 Tuesday   Revelation 1:4b-8   Jesus reigns  

 Wednesday   Mark 15:1-15   Pilate questions Jesus  

 Thursday   1 Peter 2:1-10   A chosen people  

 Friday   Ephesians 4:1-16   Unity in the body of Christ  

 Saturday   Psalm 93   The majesty of God’s rule  

 Sunday   Luke 21:25-36   The coming of the Son of Man  
  

 
SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK 
To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, and made us to be a 
kingdom, priests serving his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and 
ever. Revelation 1:5b-6 (NRSV) 
 

 
PRAYERS AND BLESSING 
A Prayer for the Week:  
Lord Jesus Christ, you who are “the ruler of the kings of the earth,” thank you for 
making us your servants and priests. Amen. (Revelation 1:5-6)  
   

Mealtime Prayer:  
Blessed be to God, our King, for health and food, for love and friends, for everything 
his goodness sends. Amen.  
  

A Blessing to Give:  
May Christ the King bless you with his love and fill you with grace and peace from him 
who is and who was and who is to come. (Revelation 1:4b-5) 
 
 

 
 

© 2017 Milestones Ministry, LLC. All rights reserved. 
In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an 

effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org 



CARING CONVERSATIONS  
Discuss in your home or small group:  

• Children like to play “Follow the Leader.” How would you describe Jesus, the 
leader you want children to follow?  

• Who or what seems to be the leader in control of the world around us?  
• How is Jesus Christ “ruler of the kings of the earth” (Revelation 1:5) in a way that 

is different than other rulers? How does Jesus reign impact your daily life?  
 

DEVOTIONS    
Read: Revelation 1:4b-8.  Like Daniel in the Old Testament, the book of Revelation, or 
Apocalypse, is a unique form of literature in the Bible. It is written for a time when the 
people of God are surrounded by powerful forces opposed to them and to the God of 
the Bible. This is resistance literature that says to the faithful people, “Hang in there. 
Your God will win and, in fact, already rules all earthly powers.” It is a subversive 
message that opposes the apparent power of earthly rulers with their wealth, control, 
and influence. In the midst of the struggles of the early church opposed by a Roman 
emperor, Jesus Christ is truly “the ruler of the kings of the earth” (v. 5). Christ—not the 
emperor—is the one “who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty” (v. 8). 
Not only that, but the followers of Jesus have an elevated status and are “priests 
serving his God and Father” (v. 6). How does the message of Revelation strengthen 
and encourage you as a priest who represents and prays to the Almighty? How do you 
communicate God’s love and reign to others? How do your prayers serve the reign of 
Christ now, no matter what the historical events are around you? Pray: Lord Jesus 
Christ, you who are “the ruler of the kings of the earth,” thank you for  making us 
your servants and priests. Amen.   

SERVICE  
As priests who serve Jesus’ God and Father (Revelation 1:6), prayer is a form of service 
that blesses, strengthens, and encourages others with the presence of the Alpha and 
the Omega, the Almighty (Revelation 1:8). Take time this week to pray Psalm 93, a 
psalm that celebrates the rule of God. Then pray for all that God has created, including 
those who have special needs this day. Pray that in the midst of daily challenges 
people will know and believe in the one “who loves us and freed us from our sins by 
his blood” (Revelations 1:5b).  

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS  
As priests of the ruler of all things, the Alpha and the Omega, we bless others. This week 
bless your family and friends with the following: May Christ the King bless you with his 
love and fill you with grace and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come. 
 
 

5050 N Johnsburg Road 
Johnsburg, IL  60051 
www.joyfulharvest.org 
(847) 497-4569 

 
Join us for worship:  Sundays 9 am! 


