
Welcome to Worship at 

Joyful Harvest Church 
Growing Together for Christ 

Rev. Dr. Douglas Liston, Pastor – 847-497-4JOY (4569) 
5050 N. Johnsburg Rd, Johnsburg, IL 60051 

www.joyfulharvest.org 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
 

This week we will be worshipping together inside at Joyful Harvest.  
Face masks and social-distancing will be required at all times.  You will 
be greeted and asked to sanitize your hands with hand sanitizer 
provided. 
 

If you don’t feel comfortable with in-person worship yet, we 
completely understand and we will still be live-streaming.  There will 
be a link on our website to watch on Zoom, or you can watch the live-
stream on Facebook!  

October 25th, 2020 Reformation Sunday 



Gathering 

Welcome/Greeting/Announcements 
 

Call to Worship 
Be still! 
We come to quiet ourselves in this haven of holiness. 
Be still and know . . . 
we come to discern the Word that can set us free. 
Be still and know that God is . . . 
our Hope, our Help, our Refuge, and our Redeemer. 
 

Gathering Songs 
 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Word 
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 31:31-34  (NRSV) 
31The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new 
covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32It will not 
be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them 
by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that 
they broke, though I was their husband, says the Lord. 33But this is the 
covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says 
the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their 
hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34No longer 
shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,” for 
they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the 
Lord; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more. 
 

Psalm:  Psalm 46 (NRSV) 
1God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 
2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change, though 
the mountains shake in the heart of the sea; 
3though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble with 
its tumult. 
4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, the holy 
habitation of the Most High. 
5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be moved; God will help it 
when the morning dawns. 
6The nations are in an uproar, the kingdoms totter; he utters his voice, 
the earth melts. 
7The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. 



8Come, behold the works of the Lord; see what desolations he has 
brought on the earth. 
9He makes wars cease to the end of the earth; he breaks the bow, and 
shatters the spear; he burns the shields with fire. 
10“Be still, and know that I am God! I am exalted among the nations, I 
am exalted in the earth.” 
11The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge. 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 3:19-28 (NRSV) 
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are 
under the law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole 
world may be held accountable to God. 20For “no human being will be 
justified in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the 
law comes the knowledge of sin. 21But now, apart from law, the 
righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and 
the prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ 
for all who believe. For there is no distinction, 23since all have sinned 
and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as 
a gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put 
forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his blood, effective through faith. 
He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance 
he had passed over the sins previously committed; 26it was to prove at 
the present time that he himself is righteous and that he justifies the 
one who has faith in Jesus.  27Then what becomes of boasting? It is 
excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by the law of faith. 
28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works 
prescribed by the law. 
 

GOSPEL: John 8:31-36 (NRSV) 
31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him…  

This is the gospel of the Lord!  Thanks be to God! 
Message 
 

Prayers of Intercession  
 

Meal 
 

Offering Song 
 

Offering: Friends, while our programs and in-person worship are 
temporarily modified, our responsibilities for our regular bills 
(mortgage, utilities, payroll, etc.) continue. Please send your gifts to the 
church office: 5050 N. Johnsburg Rd., Johnsburg, IL  60051 Or you may 
give online at www.joyfulharvest.org 
 



Call to Reconciliation 
We can no longer flatter ourselves about how good we are. We do not 
need to make grandstand plays to get God’s attention. We only need to 
confess our lives, as God makes good on the promises of grace and 
mercy. Join me as we ask God to reform us into God's children, praying: 
Heart of the Covenant: we have known your hopes for us, and 
disappointed every one of them; we have heard your words of 
faithfulness, and forgotten every one of them; we have seen your 
dreams for us, and turned every one of them into ashes. 
Forgive us, Hope’s Heart. Silence every blustering word, so we may 
hear your mercy; still every feeble attempt to justify ourselves, so we 
may be made right with you; melt every frozen heart, so we might be 
drenched in your river of joy. May Jesus Christ continue to live in us, 
so we might be free to live forever with you. 

Silence is kept… 
Be still and know the good news: God has not forsaken nor forgotten us, 
but redeems us. 
Why should we be afraid? God is in our midst - forgiving, restoring, 
sending. Thanks be to God! Amen. 
 
Lord’s Supper 
All are welcome to come to communion; if you believe that Christ is truly present here today, we 
invite you to join us at the Lord’s Table.  The communion cups we share today have a wafer 
sealed under a clear piece of plastic (peel this off first) and grape juice in the lower portion. 
 

Words of Institution and Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen 
Communion Song 
  

Sending 
Sending Song 
 

Sending and Benediction 

Knowing that God sends us forth, 
we will not be still, but speak of hope. 
Knowing that Jesus is with us, 
we will not be still, but will challenge injustice. 
Knowing that the Spirit strengthens us, 
we will not be still, but seek peace for all. 



Commissioning 
At Joyful Harvest Church, our mission is growing together for Christ. 
As disciples of Jesus Christ, we value: Family Worship, Relying on Prayer, 
Unity in Christ, Instruction in the Word, Telling Others, and Service to 
God’s Community. 
Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord!   Thanks be to God! 
 

 

Songs are reproduced, projected, and streamed with permission under CCLI #1029838. 
Portions of the liturgy are Copyright © Thom M. Shuman 2017 
Portions of the liturgy are copyright © Augsburg Fortress 2020 

Portions of the liturgy are copyright © Joyful Harvest Church, ELCA 2020 
 

Announcements 
Wednesday Evening Bible Study Returns!: DiscipleShip is back! Weekly 
Wednesday evening Bible Study at 6:30 p.m.  No dinner beforehand, 
but come and learn more about your faith and How Lutherans Interpret 
the Bible! 
Rummage Sale: Check out our online rummage sale – we’re posting 
some of the larger items in the basement to Facebook Marketplace so 
we can keep the pile in the basement manageable! Check it out – 
there’s probably something there that you desperately need!  Go to 
Facebook Marketplace and search Theresa Ancona! 
 

Donate to help the ministries of Joyful Harvest!   
Scan the QR code on the left with your mobile device. 
You’ll go straight to our online giving page to set up a 
one-time or recurring gift through your debit/credit card 
processed through PayPal. Thank you!!  
 

Operation Christmas Child: With the difficulties of the pandemic, 
we’ve decided to do a financial contribution to OCC this year and not 
pack shoeboxes.  If you’d like to make a contribution to this ministry 
of spreading the Good News to children in living in other countries, 
please mark your gift (on the memo line) to be directed to OCC. 
 

Yahoo is discontinuing their group email function.  So, 
starting this past week, the Joyful Harvest Prayer Chain 
email address will be: 
joyfulharvestprayers@googlegroups.com – watch your 
email for prayer requests from this new address!  

October’s 
Memory Verse 

Exodus 20:17 

10th Commandment:  "You shall not covet 
your neighbor's wife, or his manservant, 

or his maidservant, or his cattle, or 
anything that is your neighbor's." 



Men’s Group: Men’s group is now meeting in the sanctuary on 
Saturday mornings at 7:00 a.m. with social distancing and face masks.   
 

Weekly Calendar 
Sun. Oct 25 Sunday Worship – Outside @ Joyful Harvest  
   and Live-Streaming Worship 9:00 a.m. 
Tue. Oct 27 Food Pantry Service Opportunity 3:00-6:30 p.m. 
Wed. Oct 28 DiscipleShip Bible Study 6:30 p.m. 
Thur. Oct 29 Food Pantry Service Opportunity 3:00-6:30 p.m. 
Sat. Oct 31 Men’s Group – In-Person – In Garage 7:00 a.m. 
Sun. Nov 31 Sunday Worship – Inside @ Joyful Harvest  
   and Live-Streaming Worship 9:00 a.m. 

The Reformation 
The Reformation (alternatively named the Protestant Reformation or 
the European Reformation) was a major movement within Western 
Christianity in 16th-century Europe that posed a religious and political 
challenge to the Catholic Church and in particular to papal authority, 
arising from what were perceived to be errors, abuses, and 
discrepancies by the Catholic Church. The Reformation was the start 
of Protestantism and the split of Protestantism from the Roman 
Catholic Church. 
Although the Reformation is usually considered to have started with the 
publication of the Ninety-five Theses by Martin Luther in 1517, there 
was no schism between the Catholic Church and the nascent Luther 
until the 1521 Edict of Worms. The edict condemned Luther and 
officially banned citizens of the Holy Roman Empire from defending or 
propagating his ideas. The end of the Reformation era is disputed: it 
could be considered to end with the enactment of the confessions of 
faith. Other suggested ending years relate to the Counter-
Reformation or the Peace of Westphalia. From a Catholic perspective, 
the Second Vatican Council called for an end to the Counter-
Reformation.  
  

Susan Mercado, daughter of Gary and Connie Craig, has set up a 
Joyful Harvest web page that will help JH financially! If you do any 
online shopping, go to savingwithsusan.com/joyfulharvest and link 
through to your favorite online shopping sites.  The church will 
receive a commission on everything you buy! Or, you can go to 
Susan’s site by visiting our web page and clicking on the link on the 
right side of the our homepage! 

https://savingwithsusan.com/joyfulharvest/


OCTOBER 25, 2020  
REFORMATION SUNDAY  
 
 
 

Disciples have a trusted relationship with Jesus. 
 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS  
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.  

 Sunday   John 8:31-36   The Son makes you free  

 Monday   Jeremiah 31:31-34   The new covenant  

 Tuesday   Romans 3:19-28   True righteousness  

 Wednesday   Deuteronomy 34:1-12   Moses is buried in Moab  

 Thursday   Psalm 90:1-17   God is eternal  

 Friday   Galatians 2:15-21   Justified through faith  

 Saturday   Psalm 46   God is our refuge  

 Sunday   Matthew 5:1-12   The beatitudes  
 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK  
Then Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, 

you are truly my disciples; and you will know the truth, and the truth will make 

you free.” John 8:31-32 (NRSV)  
   

PRAYERS AND BLESSING  
A Prayer for the Week:  
Gracious God, keep your faithful people steadfast in your word so that we may 
receive your  freedom and truth through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
  

Mealtime Prayer:  
Dear God of glory and might, with this gift of food we remember the gift of faith 
that strengthens us and renews us daily through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
 

A Blessing to Give:  
May the Lord bless you with a relationship to God through faith in Christ Jesus. 
(Romans 3:24 )   
 
 
 

© 2020 Milestones Ministry, LLC. All rights reserved. 
In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life 

as an effective faith formation tool. Go to: 

www.milestonesministry.org 



CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in 
your life.  Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:  

• Talk or think about what it takes to have a strong, ongoing relationship 

with a friend.   

• What gets in the way of a friendship?  

• Talk or think about what it takes to have a strong, ongoing relationship 
with Jesus.  

 

DEVOTIONS  
Read:  John 8:31-36. It is the power of the word that Jesus brings that gives us 
freedom from sin. That word is first and foremost Jesus, the Word that became 
flesh (John 1:14). Christian disciples “continue” or remain in the freeing and saving 
word of God. The Gospel of John emphasizes that the follower of Jesus has an 
ongoing relationship to him by continuing “in my word” (8:31). To know the truth 
that sets one free is more than to know information; it is to live in a relationship to 
Jesus through faith. The challenge at the time of the Reformation—and today as 
well—is for the church to promote a living relationship with God, a relationship 
that depends on faith in Jesus, the Son of God. We experience this relationship 
through worship, prayer, reading the Bible, and serving and loving one’s neighbor 
for the sake of Christ. How do you continue to live each day as a disciple of Jesus? 
Pray:  Almighty God, help me to trust in Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord and 
have life in his name. Amen.  

 SERVICE  
Martin Luther wrote, “God does not need your good works, but your neighbor 
does.” An important theme of the Reformation is that all Christians are called to 
serve others through their baptisms. Think about friends and neighbors in your 
community who may need help or support in some way. What good works can 
you do to serve them in Jesus’ name?   

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS  
Martin Luther wrote the words for A Mighty Fortress Is Our God and composed 
the melody. This well-known hymn is based on Psalm 46. After reading this psalm 
once, make a list of words from it that help you understand God as a mighty 
fortress. Read Psalm 46 again and pause for a moment when you read a word 
from your list. After finishing, say, “Amen.” 
 
 

5050 N Johnsburg Road 
Johnsburg, IL  60051 
www.joyfulharvest.org 
(847) 497-4569 

 
Join us for worship: Sundays 9 am! 

 


