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This week we will be worshipping in-person and on-line through Zoom 
and Facebook. There will be a link on our website to watch on Zoom, or 

you can watch the live-stream on Facebook! Stay safe and God bless! 

August 21, 2022 11th Sunday after Pentecost 



Gathering 

Welcome/Greeting/Announcements 
 

Call to Worship 
Before we got up this morning and decided to come to church, 
God was waiting for us, to welcome us with grace. 
When we are unsure of what to do; when we falter before the next step, 
we come to listen to God's voice, to learn from the One who teaches us all 
we ever need to know. 
When we are surrounded by cruelty and injustice; when our fears cripple 
our souls, 
God delivers us with steadfast love; we are set free to be God's sons and 
daughters. 
 

Gathering Songs 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by 
the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was 
crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. On the third 
day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand 
of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 
everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Word 
FIRST READING: Jeremiah 1:4-10 (NRSV)  
4Now the word of the Lord came to me saying, 5“Before I formed you in the 
womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you; I appointed 
you a prophet to the nations.” 6Then I said, “Ah, Lord God! Truly I do not 
know how to speak, for I am only a boy.” 7But the Lord said to me, “Do not 
say, ‘I am only a boy’; for you shall go to all to whom I send you, and you 
shall speak whatever I command you. 8Do not be afraid of them, for I am 
with you to deliver you, says the Lord.” 9Then the Lord put out his hand and 
touched my mouth; and the Lord said to me, “Now I have put my words in 
your mouth. 10See, today I appoint you over nations and over kingdoms, to 
pluck up and to pull down, to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to 
plant.” 
 

RESPONSIVE READING: Psalm 71:1-6 (NRSV) 
1In you, O Lord, I take refuge; let me never be put to shame. 
2In your righteousness deliver me and rescue me; incline your ear to me 
and save me. 
3Be to me a rock of refuge, a strong fortress, to save me, for you are my 
rock and my fortress. 



4Rescue me, O my God, from the hand of the wicked, from the grasp of 
the unjust and cruel. 
5For you, O Lord, are my hope, my trust, O Lord, from my youth. 
6Upon you I have leaned from my birth; it was you who took me from my 
mother’s womb. My praise is continually of you. 
 

SECOND READING: Hebrews 12:18-29  (NRSV)   
18You have not come to something that can be touched, a blazing fire, and 
darkness, and gloom, and a tempest, 19and the sound of a trumpet, and a voice 
whose words made the hearers beg that not another word be spoken to them. 
20(For they could not endure the order that was given, “If even an animal 
touches the mountain, it shall be stoned to death.” 21Indeed, so terrifying was 
the sight that Moses said, “I tremble with fear.”) 22But you have come to 
Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to 
innumerable angels in festal gathering, 23and to the assembly of the firstborn 
who are enrolled in heaven, and to God the judge of all, and to the spirits of 
the righteous made perfect, 24and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, 
and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of Abel. 
25See that you do not refuse the one who is speaking; for if they did not escape 
when they refused the one who warned them on earth, how much less will we 
escape if we reject the one who warns from heaven! 26At that time his voice 
shook the earth; but now he has promised, “Yet once more I will shake not only 
the earth but also the heaven.” 27This phrase, “Yet once more,” indicates the 
removal of what is shaken—that is, created things—so that what cannot be 
shaken may remain. 28Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot 
be shaken, let us give thanks, by which we offer to God an acceptable worship 
with reverence and awe; 29for indeed our God is a consuming fire. 
 

GOSPEL: Luke 13:10-17  (NRSV) 
10Now he was teaching in one of the synagogues on the sabbath… 

This is the gospel of the Lord!  Thanks be to God! 
Message  
 

Prayers of Intercession  
 

Meal 
 

Offering/Offering Song 
Friends, while our programs and in-person worship are temporarily modified, our 

responsibilities for our regular bills (mortgage, utilities, payroll, etc.) continue. Please send 
your gifts to the church office: 5050 N. Johnsburg Rd., Johnsburg, IL  60051 or you may give 

online at www.joyfulharvest.org. 
 

Call to Reconciliation 
When we were children, we learned not to touch hot things so we would 
not be burned. If only avoiding sin was that easy! But sin seems so 
comfortable, so easy, and so harmless that we cannot stop ourselves from 
reaching out to touch it over and over again. Let us confess our sins to the 
One who chooses to forgive us and love us unconditionally, as we pray 
together… 
Yet once more, we come to you with our prayers, Holy God. Our crippling 
spirits keep us from following you. Our grudges weigh us down until we 



cannot walk straight in your way.  Our anger becomes a fire which 
scorches our friends and loved ones. Our fears blind us to the goodness in 
those we believe to be different. Forgive us, God our Rock, and set us free 
from our wrong-doings and failures. From the day of our birth, we have 
known your love, grace, and hope. So may we offer you our joyful thanks, 
as Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, reaches out to touch us with your 
healing forgiveness, yet once more. 

Silence is kept… 
God chooses not to turn a deaf ear to us, but to listen to our prayers. God 
chooses not to shame us, but to save us. 
This is, indeed, good news for us! We are set free to drink deeply from the 
waters of life. Thanks be to God! Amen.  
 

Lord’s Supper 
 

Words of Institution and Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. Amen 
Communion Song 
 

Sending 
Sending Song 
 

Sending and Benediction 

Having been welcomed with grace, let us go out this day. 
We will go to serve all of God’s children, deciding to meet them where 
they are. 
Having listened to God’s Word, Let us go to share what we have learned. 
We will go to stand with those who are uncertain about life, to walk with 
those who have stumbled on their journey. 
Having been set free by the Spirit let us go to be sisters and brothers with 
all, 
we will go to release those bound by cruelty and injustice, to bring healing 
to those crippled by fears. 
 

Commissioning 
At Joyful Harvest Church, our mission is growing together for Christ. 
As disciples of Jesus Christ, we value: Family Worship, Relying on Prayer, 
Unity in Christ, Instruction in the Word, Telling Others, and Service to 
God’s Community.  
Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord!   Thanks be to God! 
 

Order of service may change to accommodate the Holy Spirit… 
Songs are reproduced, projected, and streamed with permission under CCLI #1029838. 

Portions of the liturgy are Copyright © Thom M. Shuman 2019 
Portions of the liturgy are copyright © Augsburg Fortress 2022 

Portions of the liturgy are copyright © Joyful Harvest Church, ELCA 2022 
 



Announcements 
 

Cross Keys Village Stampers:  Cut used postage stamps from the mail you 
receive at home, bring it to the church and we’ll make sure the Cross Keys 
folks receive them! 
 

Men’s Group: We are currently meeting in-person and online Saturday 
mornings @ 7 a.m. to learn more about God’s call on our lives. All men are 
invited to attend. 
 

Donate for Tijuana Mission Project! - Toys and school supplies! When our 
volunteers go to Tijuana this year, they would like to take some items that 
the kids can use. If you should see a backpack on sale for the kids, we can fill 
it with school supplies. Soccer balls or footballs can be deflated and taken. 
Jump ropes, small toys, t-shirts for kids would be good, too.  There is a box 
in the narthex for donations.  Thanks so much for your generosity.  See Ray 
Pratscher or Theresa Ancona for info. 
 

St. Jude Children’s Ranch:  We are collecting greeting cards!  Please bring 
in the whole card Juanita will separate the front from the back.  Save your 
used holiday and all-occasion cards, bring them to the church, and we’ll ship 
them off to St. Jude’s! 
 

Food Gathering: We’re collecting salad dressing! (They get lots of 
lettuce!) for the Northern Illinois Helping Hands food pantry!  Help 
us feed those in our community who are in need.  Please leave your 
items in the bin in the narthex! 
 

Live-Streaming and In-Person Monday Evening Bible Study! We’ve finished 
our Bible Study for now, but will be starting up again in September!  Keep 
watching for more information! 
 

Donate to help the ministries of Joyful Harvest!  Scan the 
QR code on the left with your mobile device or visit the 
giving kiosk in the narthex. You’ll go straight to our online 
giving page to set up a one-time or recurring gift through 
your debit/credit card processed through PayPal. Your 
generous gift will support our many outreach ministries.  
Thank you for making so much possible! 

 

Weekly Calendar 
Sun. Aug 21 Sunday Worship In-Person & Live-Streaming 9:00 a.m. 
Sun. Aug 21 Giving Three Distribution 11:30 a.m.-4:30 p.m. 
Tue. Aug 23 Breakfast Club – Granny’s Diner, Johnsburg 8:00 a.m. 
Tue. Aug 23 Food Pantry Service Opportunity 4:00-6:30 p.m. 
Wed. Aug 24 Council Meeting 6:30 p.m. 
Thur. Aug 25 Food Pantry Service Opportunity 4:00-6:30 p.m. 
Sat. Aug 27 Men’s Group In-Person & Live Streaming 7:00 a.m. 
Sun. Aug 28 Sunday Worship In-Person & Live-Streaming 9:00 a.m. 

 
 

  



 

Genocide is biblical. 
Loving your enemy is biblical. 

But only one is Christ-like. 
 

Slavery is biblical. 
Chain-breaking is biblical. 

But only one is Christ-like. 
 

Patriarchy is biblical. 
Counter-cultural elevation of women is 
biblical. 

But only one is Christ-like. 
 

Retributive violence is biblical.  
Grace-filled restoration is biblical. 

But only one is Christ-like. 
 

Segregation is biblical. 
Unity is biblical. 

But only one is Christ-like. 
 

Christ transforms, not the Bible. Be wary of 
those who know one but not the other.  



August 21, 2022  
ELEVENTH SUNDAY  
AFTER PENTECOST 
 

Honor God by taking delight in the Sabbath.  
 

 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS  
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.  

 Sunday   Luke 13:10-17   Jesus heals on the Sabbath  

 Monday   Isaiah 58:9b-14   Delight in the Sabbath  

 Tuesday   Hebrews 12:18-29   A kingdom that can’t be shaken  

 Wednesday   Deuteronomy 5:12-15   Remember you were slaves  

 Thursday   Acts 20:7-12   Breaking bread on Sunday  

 Friday   Exodus 20:8-11   Remember the Sabbath day  

 Saturday   Psalm 103:1-8   Praise for God’s benefits  

 Sunday   Luke 14:1, 7-14   Humility and hospitality  
 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK  
If you refrain from trampling the Sabbath, for pursuing your own interests 
on my holy day; if you call the Sabbath a delight and the holy day of the 
LORD honorable; if you honor it, not going your own ways, serving your 
own interests, or pursuing your own affairs; then you shall take delight in 
the Lord. Isaiah 58:13-14a (NRSV)  
 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING  
A Prayer for the Week:  
God of the Sabbath, give us delight in your presence and heal us of all that 
separates us from you and from one another. For Christ’s sake, amen.  
   

Mealtime Prayer:  
Lord God, who gives us daily bread, our thanks to you we raise. Be present 
at our table here and fill our hearts with praise. Amen.  
  

A Blessing to Give:  
May the Lord forgive you all your sins and heal you of all your ills. (Psalm 
103:3) 

 

© 2019 Milestones Ministry, LLC. All rights reserved. 
In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an 

effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org 

 



CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:  
• How do you spend the day when you take a day of rest (sabbath)?  

• How does what you do in life honor God and honor your neighbor?  

• Why is it hard to focus on God and neighbor instead of pursuing our own interests?  
 

DEVOTIONS  
Read: Isaiah 58:9b-14. At the heart of this text is honoring God by taking delight in the 
Sabbath. The word sabbath in Hebrew simply means “to stop.” To stop, to rest from 
work is a way to honor God and your neighbor. The Sabbath protects community as it 
protects the vulnerable, including children, slaves, and animals. In Luke 13, Jesus 
understands the Sabbath as protecting the needs of a woman so she may stand 
upright in her community. When we refrain from “getting ahead” seven days a week, 
we can care for the hungry, the afflicted, and won’t need to speak evil of one another 
(vv. 9b-10). Then, the people of God will “get ahead” and have real needs satisfied, 
real bodies strengthened, and real thirst quenched (v. 11). In other words, by giving 
honor to God and justice to others, we will truly make progress in life by restoring 
relationships, not bank accounts or egos. At the end of your days, will you regret not 
working more? How is the Sabbath a delight for you?    
Pray:  Dear Lord, it is not easy to stop to honor you and care for others. Give me 
delight in your presence that I may honor the Sabbath as I desire to honor you. For 
the sake of Jesus, the Lord of the Sabbath, amen.  
 

SERVICE  
The Lord is abounding in steadfast love (Psalm 103:8b). This Psalm is one that gives 
praise for all God has done for us. God forgives, heals, rescues, and redeems us. Is 
there someone you know who needs to hear about God’s redeeming love? What can 
you do for them or say to them to show God’s love? 

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS  
Sabbath is a time of rest. A time when you take a break and do not work. Make time 
each day this week to “take delight in the Lord” by observing a five-minute mini-
sabbath. Set all electronic devices to the side, turn off the TV, and sit down in a 
comfortable position. Take a few deep breaths, close your eyes, and rest. After your 
mini-sabbath, thank God for this rest that gives health to your body, mind, and soul.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5050 N Johnsburg Road 
Johnsburg, IL  60051 
www.joyfulharvest.org 
(847) 497-4569 

 
Join us for worship:  Sundays 9 am! 


