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This week we will be worshipping together outside at Joyful 
Harvest.  In case of inclement weather, we will do “drive-in” 
church.  Please remember to bring your own chair and 
maintain social distancing.  
 

If you don’t feel comfortable with in-person worship yet, we 
will still be live-streaming.  There will be a link on our 
website to watch at www.joyfulharvest.org, or you can 
watch the live-stream on Facebook!  

July 5th, 2020  5th Sunday  
after Pentecost 



Gathering 

Welcome/Greeting/Announcements 
 

Call to Worship 
Come to our God, all who hunger for life: 
for it is God who nourishes us at the Table of Grace 
Come to our God, all who are worn out by life: 
for it is God who provides the rest we need. 
Come to our God, all who are weighed down: 
for it is our God who carries our burdens with us. 
 

Gathering Songs: Battle Hymn of the Republic 
I Walk by Faith/Song of Hope 

Responsive Creed 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.  
We embrace God, the Father Almighty as creator of all. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
We proclaim Jesus as Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin 
Mary. 
We boldly state that to us, a child is given. 
He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
We proclaim that Jesus died for the sins of all. 
He descended into hell.  
We will bow down to Jesus, who marched victoriously over Satan and 
sin. 
On the third day he rose again. He ascended into heaven and is seated 
at the right hand of the Father.  
We rejoice in Jesus’ victory and His return to His loving Father in 
heaven. 
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
We believe that Jesus will come again with the power and the 
authority to judge all. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit… 
We embrace the Holy Spirit as the sanctifier of our lives. 
the holy catholic Church… 
We profess to be the church. This is God’s house. Let God rule over us. 
We worship the Triune God in this place.  
the communion of saints… 
We are all saints. We are a royal priesthood.  
the resurrection of the body… 
We boldly proclaim that Jesus is the resurrected one and that He has 
the power to raise the dead back to life. 



and the life everlasting.  
We believe that eternal life is ours, not by anything that we have 
done, but by God’s grace and as a result of Jesus’ death on the cross. 
Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Word 
FIRST READING: Zechariah 9:9-12  (NRSV) 
9Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 
Lo, your king comes to you; triumphant and victorious is he, humble and 
riding on a donkey, on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 10He will cut off the 
chariot from Ephraim and the war-horse from Jerusalem; and the battle 
bow shall be cut off, and he shall command peace to the nations; his 
dominion shall be from sea to sea, and from the River to the ends of the 
earth. 11As for you also, because of the blood of my covenant with you, I 
will set your prisoners free from the waterless pit. 12Return to your 
stronghold, O prisoners of hope; today I declare that I will restore to 
you double. 
 

Psalm 145: 8-14  (NRSV) 
8The Lord is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in 
steadfast love. 
9The Lord is good to all, and his compassion is over all that he has 
made. 
10All your works shall give thanks to you, O Lord, and all your faithful 
shall bless you. 
11They shall speak of the glory of your kingdom, and tell of your 
power, 
12to make known to all people your mighty deeds, and the glorious 
splendor of your kingdom. 
13Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures 
throughout all generations. The Lord is faithful in all his words, and 
gracious in all his deeds. 
14The Lord upholds all who are falling, and raises up all who are bowed 
down. 
 

SECOND READING: Romans 7:15-25a  (NRSV) 
15I do not understand my own actions. For I do not do what I want, but I 
do the very thing I hate. 16Now if I do what I do not want, I agree that 
the law is good. 17But in fact it is no longer I that do it, but sin that 
dwells within me. 18For I know that nothing good dwells within me, that 
is, in my flesh. I can will what is right, but I cannot do it. 19For I do not do 
the good I want, but the evil I do not want is what I do. 20Now if I do 
what I do not want, it is no longer I that do it, but sin that dwells within 
me. 
  21So I find it to be a law that when I want to do what is good, evil lies 



close at hand. 22For I delight in the law of God in my inmost self, 23but I 
see in my members another law at war with the law of my mind, making 
me captive to the law of sin that dwells in my members. 24Wretched 
man that I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death? 25aThanks 
be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord! 
 

GOSPEL: Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30  (NRSV) 
16“To what will I compare this generation?...  

This is the gospel of the Lord!  Thanks be to God! 
Message 
 

Installation of Congregational Council 
 

Prayers of Intercession  
 

Meal 
Offering & Offering Song:   Offering 
 

Offering 
Friends, while our programs and in-person worship are temporarily 
modified, our responsibilities for our regular bills (mortgage, utilities, 
payroll, etc.) continue. 
 

Please send your gifts to the church office: 
5050 N. Johnsburg Rd., Johnsburg, IL  60051 

Or you may give online at www.joyfulharvest.org 
 

Call to Reconciliation 
Fretful, agitated, longing for more and more of this and that, we spend 
our lives in a never-ending, never-fulfilled search for that which 
satisfies. But Christ knows that we will only find the end of our journey 
in God, and so invites us to rest in God’s heart. May we let go of our 
burdens of anger, hurt and sin so we can find our rest. 
We are so skilled at being in control, at taking charge, Sabbath-Taking 
God. We are not very good at resting.  We think we have to be 
constantly busy, so we have no time for you.  We are trained to be 
extremely productive, and so create our harried, stress-filled lives. 
Forgive us, Shalom-Giving God.  Help us to let go of our distractions, so 
you can act in us; calm our innate activity, so you can re-create us; 
help us to follow Jesus, not only into discipleship, but into our rest 
with you.             Silence is kept… 
It sounds so simple; we think it is too simple.  But which is the burden 
you would choose: hate or love; anger or forgiveness; pain or 
peace?  God invites us to receive the gifts which make it possible to 
have lives of faithful obedience. 
This is the good news:  God forgives us and takes our burdens from 

http://www.joyfulharvest.org/


us.  We will let go of them and welcome hope, joy, grace into our 
lives.  Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
 

Lord’s Supper 
All are welcome to come to communion; if you believe that Christ is truly present here today, we 
invite you to join us at the Lord’s Table.  The communion cups we share today have a wafer 
sealed under a clear piece of plastic (peel this off first) and grape juice in the lower portion. 
 

Words of Institution and Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen 

 

Communion Song:  Jesus, Friend of Sinners 
  

Sending 
Sending Song: Days of Elijah 
 

Sending and Benediction 

We leave with the presence of the Holy, 
so we may show others the way to grace and hope. 
We leave with Jesus, who draws living water for us, 
so we can share it in the heat of summer, and in the bitterness of 
winter. 
We leave with the Spirit, who teaches us how to listen, 
so we may hear the cries of the lonely and the voices of all who are 
ignored.  
 

Commissioning 
At Joyful Harvest Church, our mission is growing together for Christ. 
As disciples of Jesus Christ, we value: Family Worship, Relying on Prayer, 
Unity in Christ, Instruction in the Word, Telling Others, and Service to 
God’s Community. 
Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord!   Thanks be to God! 
 
 

Songs are reproduced, projected, and streamed with permission under CCLI #1029838. 
Portions of the liturgy are Copyright © Thom M. Shuman 2017 
Portions of the liturgy are copyright © Augsburg Fortress 2020 

Portions of the liturgy are copyright © Joyful Harvest Church, ELCA 2020 
 

 

July’s Memory Verse 
Exodus 20:15 

7th Commandment:  
  "You shall not steal." 



Announcements 
If you are looking for a place to worship with your family, join us any 
Sunday at 9:00 am! Thanks for worshipping with us today. 
 

Donate to help the ministries of Joyful Harvest!   
Scan the QR code on the left with your mobile device. 
You’ll go straight to our online giving page to set up a 
one-time or recurring gift through your debit/credit 
card processed through PayPal. Thank you for your 
generosity!  
 

Men’s Group: Men’s group is now meeting in the garage on Saturday 
mornings with the door up, social distancing, and face masks.  Join us 
for our weekly Bible Study! 
 

Thanks Amazon Smile! -  Amazon will donate 0.5% of your eligible 
AmazonSmile purchases to Joyful Harvest whenever you shop at 
AmazonSmile! Whatever you shop for…books, music, etc., Joyful 
Harvest will get a portion of the purchase price.  To support us, go to 
our webpage (www.joyfulharvest.org) and click the AmazonSmile link! 
It all adds up! 
 

Vegetable Garden Anyone? We are currently making plans 
for the tilled area south of the garage.  If you are interested 
in planting vegetables or other crops sign up in the narthex!  
Questions? Give the church office a call!  (847) 497-4569 
 

Weekly Calendar 
Sat. Jul 04 Happy Independence Day! 
Sat. Jul 04 Saturday Worship - Cancelled 6:00 p.m. 
Sun. Jul 05 Sunday Worship – Outside @ Joyful Harvest  
   and Live-Streaming Worship 9:00 a.m. 
Sun. Jul 05 Sunday Worship – Outside @ Joyful Harvest  
   and Live-Steaming Worship 9:00 a.m. 
Tue. Jul 07 Breakfast Club at Dino’s Den - CANCELLED 8:00 a.m. 
Wed. Jul 08 DiscipleShip Bible Study – on Vacation until September! 
Sat. Jul 11 Men’s Group – In-Person – In Garage 7:00 a.m. 
Sat. Jul 11 Saturday Worship - Cancelled 6:00 p.m. 
Sun. Jul 12 Sunday Worship – Outside @ Joyful Harvest  
   and Live-Streaming Worship 9:00 a.m. 
 

 

Bet you didn’t know!  
Our music director has a great way for you to spend 
your Sunday evenings – Wade Frazier Music – Live-
streaming on Facebook each Sunday at 8 p.m. Every 
week is a new genre of music!  Tune in tonight! 



JULY 5, 2020  
FIFTH SUNDAY  
AFTER PENTECOST 
 

Jesus gives rest to the weary. 
DAILY BIBLE READINGS  

These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.  

 Sunday   Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30  Rest for the weary  

 Monday   Zechariah 9:9-12   Coming ruler of God’s people  

 Tuesday   Romans 7:15-25a   The conflict in us  

 Wednesday   Genesis 24:34-67   Marriage of Isaac and Rebecca  

 Thursday   Psalm 45:10-17   A royal wedding  

 Friday   Song of Solomon 2:8-13   Springtime love rhapsody  

 Saturday   Psalm 145:8-14   The Lord is kind and merciful  

 Sunday   Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23   Parable of the sower  
 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK  
“Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will 
give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and 
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy, and my 
burden is light.”  Matthew 11:28-30 (NRSV)   

PRAYERS AND BLESSING  
A Prayer for the Week:  
Merciful God, we thank you for giving us rest when we are weary and the 
invitation to lean on you through Christ our Lord. Amen.  
  

Mealtime Prayer:  
Lord God, we thank you for this gift of food that strengthens our bodies and your 
presence in our lives that gives rest for our souls. Amen.  
  

A Blessing to Give:  
May the Lord bless you with grace, mercy, and steadfast love. (Psalm 145:8)   
 
 
 

© 2020 Milestones Ministry, LLC. All rights reserved. 
In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life 

as an effective faith formation tool. Go to: 

www.milestonesministry.org 



CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in 
your life.  Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:  

• When you are weary and tired, where do you find rest?   
• What is something that weighs you down and can feel like a burden?  
• Think of or tell about a time you felt Jesus lifted burdens off your 

shoulders.  
 

DEVOTIONS  
Read:  Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30.  
In this text Jesus speaks with two very different emotional tones. Jesus’ naming 
“this generation” is naming us, we as a people bent on rejecting God, preserving 
alienation from God, and pursuing idols of any sort. We as a people pursuing our 
own glory will never be satisfied with God. We reject the austerity of John the 
Baptist and the life of abundant pleasure of Jesus (vv. 18-19). God’s message 
offered music that we refuse to dance to and grief for which we refuse to express 
sadness (v. 17). But the tone changes dramatically at verse 25. God reveals Jesus 
to infants, to the weary, and to those carrying heavy burdens (11:28). In the 
moment of need and awareness of our great need, we are open to Jesus giving us 
rest, taking our burdens, and giving us an easy yoke to guide us. The Gospel of 
Matthew is filled with judgment for those who are content in their own judgments 
and merciful to those wanting and needing something they cannot give 
themselves: the peace and joy of the reign of God. Jesus speaks with words of 
judgment and of comfort. Why do you think we need to hear both? Pray:  
Merciful God, cleanse us of our self-assurance that is blind to you and help us to 
hear your invitation to find rest for our souls through Christ our Lord. Amen.  

 SERVICE  
Going through hard times alone makes us feel weighed down and exhausted. 
Jesus cares for our hurts and grief through the hands and voices of others. Take 
time to reach out to someone with the love of Jesus by praying with them.   

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS  
Psalm 145 is a song of praise to God. Read verse 8 aloud several times, “The Lord 
is gracious and merciful, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.” After 
each time, pause for a moment of silence. Think or tell about a time when God’s 
steadfast love was a comfort to you. Read the verse one more time and close 
with, “Amen.”  
 

 
 
5050 N Johnsburg Road 
Johnsburg, IL  60051 
www.joyfulharvest.org 
(847) 497-4569 

 
Join us for worship: Sundays 9 am! 


