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Due to the health crisis in our community and the world, we have 

suspended in-person worship for an indefinite time.  
Join us for live-streaming worship, by phone (dial (312) 626-6799 and 

when prompted enter meeting ID# 471 475 095) 
or by visiting our website at www.joyfulharvest.org  
and clicking on the link to live-streaming worship. 

April 12, 2020 
Easter 

Sunday 

http://www.joyfulharvest.org/


The importance of Easter…  
For some people, Easter strictly belongs to the realm of the Easter 
bunny and family get-togethers. But for those who believe and trust in 
God, Easter is primarily a time of celebrating Jesus’ death, burial, and 
resurrection. Understanding Easter from a Christian perspective is 
vitally important. The celebration of Jesus’ death, burial, and 
resurrection from the dead is crucial for believers in Jesus’ Christ. 
Without this doctrine, there is no Christianity and no Easter.  
 

Beyond doctrine is the knowledge of the truth that Jesus died to pay the 
penalty of death that we deserve for our sin, was buried, and rose with 
a glorified body, gaining victory over death and the grave. When we put 
our faith in Him by believing through faith alone in Christ alone, we 
have the promise of one day having a body like our Lord’s and reigning 
with Him in heaven.  
 

Philippians 3:20-21 states, “But our citizenship is in heaven. And we 
eagerly await a Savior from there, the Lord Jesus Christ, who, by the 
power that enables him to bring everything under his control, will 
transform our lowly bodies so that they will be like his glorious body.” 
And 2 Timothy 2:11-12 says “Here is a trustworthy saying: If we died 
with him, we will also live with him; if we endure, we will also reign with 
him...” This gives hope to the Christian at Easter time and throughout 
the year. 
 

Easter (Christian) is the reality of our Savior Jesus’ death, burial, and 
resurrection which transcends failed hopes in things that come up 
hollow and empty. Out of the pain, suffering, and shame Jesus 
experienced on our behalf, truth came. Life everlasting came. What a 
glorious hope you can share with all those who are looking expectantly 
for the Truth. 
 

THE EASTER PROCLAMATION  
The Minister proclaims the resurrection from the rear of the church, 
shouting three times:  

P: (boldly)   Alleluia!  Christ is Risen!  
C: (boldly)   Christ is risen indeed!  Alleluia!  

Gathering 
Entrance Hymn: Christ the Lord Is Risen Today/ 

Did You Feel the Mountains Tremble? 
Easter Dialog:  
Alleluia! Christ is risen!  
Christ is risen indeed! Alleluia!  
Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain! Alleluia!  
He gives us new life and hope through his resurrection! Alleluia!  



Rejoice then, even in your distress.  
We shall be counted worthy when Christ appears.  
God has claimed us as his own.  
God has called us from our darkness into the light of his day.  
Alleluia! Christ is risen!  
He is risen indeed! Alleluia!  
 

Gathering Song:  Crown Him with Many Crowns 
 

Welcome/Greeting/Announcements 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion 
of the Holy Spirit be with you all.  And also with you. 
 

Call to Worship 
This is the day  
hope tiptoes us awake; light guides us through the shadows. 
This is the day the Lord  
plants joy in our winter hearts; drowns out despair’s cries with 
laughter. 
This is the day the Lord has made  
the day grace does cartwheels in graveyards; resurrection wonder 
outshines the brightest sun; an empty tomb fills us with good news. 
 

Nicene Creed  
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally 
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from 
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through 
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down 
from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and 
became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius 
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose 
again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and 
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to 
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds 
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is 
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We 
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge 
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection 
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

  



Word 
Acts 10:34-43 
34Peter began to speak to the people: “I truly understand that God 
shows no partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and 
does what is right is acceptable to him. 36You know the message he sent 
to the people of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ—he is Lord of 
all. 37That message spread throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after 
the baptism that John announced: 38how God anointed Jesus of 
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with power; how he went about doing 
good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with 
him. 39We are witnesses to all that he did both in Judea and in 
Jerusalem. They put him to death by hanging him on a tree; 40but God 
raised him on the third day and allowed him to appear, 41not to all the 
people but to us who were chosen by God as witnesses, and who ate 
and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 42He commanded us to 
preach to the people and to testify that he is the one ordained by God 
as judge of the living and the dead. 43All the prophets testify about him 
that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through 
his name.” 
 

Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24 
1O give thanks to the LORD, for he is good; his steadfast love endures 
forever! 
2Let Israel say, “His steadfast love endures forever.” 
14The LORD is my strength and my might; he has become my salvation. 
15There are glad songs of victory in the tents of the righteous: “The 
right hand of the LORD does valiantly; 
16the right hand of the LORD is exalted; the right hand of the LORD does 
valiantly.” 
17I shall not die, but I shall live, and recount the deeds of the LORD. 
18The LORD has punished me severely, but he did not give me over to 
death. 
19Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter through 
them and give thanks to the LORD. 
20This is the gate of the LORD; the righteous shall enter through it. 
21I thank you that you have answered me and have become my 
salvation. 
22The stone that the builders rejected has become the chief 
cornerstone. 
23This is the Lord’s doing; it is marvelous in our eyes. 
24This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
  



Colossians 3:1-4 
1If you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, 
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2Set your minds on 
things that are above, not on things that are on earth, 3for you have 
died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 4When Christ who is 
your life is revealed, then you also will be revealed with him in glory. 
 

Song of the Day:  Arise 
 

Gospel: Matthew 28:1-10 
1After the sabbath, as the first day of the week was dawning, Mary 
Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2And suddenly 
there was a great earthquake; for an angel of the Lord, descending from 
heaven, came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance 
was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4For fear of him the 
guards shook and became like dead men. 5But the angel said to the 
women, “Do not be afraid; I know that you are looking for Jesus who 
was crucified. 6He is not here; for he has been raised, as he said. Come, 
see the place where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his disciples, ‘He 
has been raised from the dead, and indeed he is going ahead of you to 
Galilee; there you will see him.’ This is my message for you.” 8So they 
left the tomb quickly with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 
9Suddenly Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came to him, 
took hold of his feet, and worshiped him. 10Then Jesus said to them, “Do 
not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will 
see me.” 

This is the gospel of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God! 

Message 
 

Prayers of Intercession  
Meal 
 Song: Give Us Clean Hands 
 

Call to Reconciliation 
We are Easter people, yet we also know how often we live in the 
shadows, afraid to follow the light.  We wander in the gardens of the 
world, looking for you, never noticing you at our side.  Let us confess 
how we have failed to be God’s people, as we pray together, saying, 
We come on this day, Dispeller of fears, walking through the shadows 
of our lives.  Too often, we believe our foolishness is hidden from you; 
too often, we stand before the open door of hope, wondering if we 
dare enter.  Uncertain of the good news offered to us, we would 
rather return to the comfort of our familiar ways rather than trusting 
in you. Yet you come, Gracious God, as persistent as Mary at the 



tomb, to open the gates of hope, so that we might walk in the 
presence of your love; you come, to open the gates of grace, so that 
we might plant peace in the wilderness of the world; you come, to 
open the gates of resurrection, so that we might know our Lord and 
Savior, Jesus Christ. 
                                                         *Silence is kept* 
This is the day of resurrection and new life.  This is the day God offers us 
steadfast hope and love which will never end. 
We will sing in thanksgiving for this day!  We will rejoice and give 
thanks to the God who saves us.  Amen. 
 

Words of Institution & Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver 
us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

Lord’s Supper 
All are welcome to come to communion; if you believe that Christ is truly 
present here today, we invite you to join us at the Lord’s Table.   We commune 
by intinction - we will give you the bread and ask that you dip the bread into 
the chalice.  Wine will be in the blue chalice, grape juice in the white chalice.  
Gluten-free elements are available.  Please indicate if you prefer gluten-free 
when you are served. 
 

Communion Song: I Can Only Imagine/The Wonderful Cross  
 

Sending 
Sending Song:  Did You Feel the Mountains Tremble? 
   Trading My Sorrows 
 

Sending and Benediction 
Let us go with God into the world. 
We will offer healing and hope to all who wander in the shadows of 
life. 
Let us go with Jesus to serve others. 
We will listen to the ignored; we will speak out for the forgotten. 
Let us go with the Spirit to share steadfast love. 
We will hold on to the fallen; we will rebuild shattered communities. 
 

Commissioning 
At Joyful Harvest Church, our mission is growing together for Christ. 
As disciples of Jesus Christ, we value:  
Family Worship, Relying on Prayer, Unity in Christ, Instruction in the 
Word, Telling Others, and Service to God’s Community. 
Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord!   Thanks be to God! 



Songs are reproduced, projected and streamed with permission under CCLI #1029838. 
Portions of the liturgy are Copyright © Thom M. Shuman 2017 
Portions of the liturgy are copyright © Augsburg Fortress 2020 

 

Announcements 
If you are looking for a place to worship with your family, join us any 
Sunday at 9:00 am! Thanks for worshipping with us today. 
 

Donate to help the ministries of Joyful Harvest!   
Scan the QR code on the left with your mobile device. 
You’ll go straight to our online giving page to set up a one-
time or recurring gift through your debit/credit card 
processed through PayPal. Thank you for your generosity!  
 

Men’s Group: Live Streamed on Saturday mornings at 7:00 a.m. If 
you’d like to join us in live-stream Men’s Group, you can do so by 
phone (dial (312) 626-6799 and when prompted enter meeting ID# 238 
196 232) or by visiting our website at www.joyfulharvest.org and 
clicking on the link to live-streaming Lenten Worship. 
 

DISCIPLESHIP Bible Study – Live streamed on Wednesday Evenings at 
6:30 p.m. If you’d like to join us in live-stream Bible Study, you can do 
so by phone (dial (312) 626-6799 and when prompted enter meeting 
ID# 423 730 705) or by visiting our website at www.joyfulharvest.org 
and clicking on the link to live-streaming Bible Study. 
 

Secret Sisters: At this time more than ever we need to uplift our 
sisters!  Praying, encouraging and supporting others is what we are 
called to do as believers in Christ.  We must remember he is truly our 
Savior and we need to remind our secret sisters as well as family and 
friends of that!  I am praying for each and everyone of you and hope 
you're all safe and healthy!  Dear God, bless us as we do your work 
encouraging and reminding others of your power and might, but 
especially of your love & forgiveness!  We know that prayer changes 
things!  In Jesus our Redeemer, we pray - Amen! 
 

Thanks Amazon Smile! -  Amazon will donate 0.5% of your eligible 
AmazonSmile purchases to Joyful Harvest whenever you shop at 
AmazonSmile! Whatever you shop for…books, music, etc., Joyful 
Harvest will get a portion of the purchase price.  To support us, go to 
our webpage (www.joyfulharvest.org) and click the AmazonSmile link! 
It all adds up! 
 

April’s Memory Verse 
Exodus 20:12 

4th Commandment:  "Honor your 
father and your mother." 



Vegetable Garden Anyone? We are currently making plans 
for the tilled area south of the garage.  If you are interested 
in planting vegetables or other crops sign up in the narthex!  
Questions? Give the church office a call!  (847) 497-4569 
 

NEWSLETTER!! Joyful Harvest is resuming distribution of 
our newsletter!  If you would like to receive a copy, jot 
down your email address (or if you prefer a hard-copy, 
your mailing address) on the margin of this bulletin and 
drop it in the offering plate or give it to pastor. If you 

would like to assist in the production of the newsletter or become a 
published author and contribute news articles, please talk with Bruce 
Harmel! 
 

Lenten Worship:  Live Streamed on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. If you’d 
like to join us in live-stream Lenten Worship, you can do so by phone 
(dial (312) 626-6799 and when prompted enter meeting ID# 423 730 
705) or by visiting our website at www.joyfulharvest.org and clicking 
on the link to live-streaming Lenten Worship. 
 

Tijuana Mission Trip Meeting: Going on the mission trip in June to help 
the homeless in Tijuana? Thinking about going on the Mission Trip? 
Thinking about thinking about it?  Just want some more information?  
Just thinking about just wanting some more information?  The next 
meeting will be April 5 @ 10:30, following worship online streaming!  If 
you’d like to join us in this live-stream meeting, you can do so by 
phone (dial (312) 626-6799 and when prompted enter meeting ID# 439 
425 704) or by visiting our website at www.joyfulharvest.org and 
clicking on the link to the live-streaming Tijuana Planning Meeting. 
 

Bird House Painting Contest – Date will be announced soon - To help 
raise funds for Tijuana Mission – Homes of Hope. Ray Pratscher will be 
making the bird houses for you to buy and decorate. Each decorated 
birdhouse will be judged, and prizes handed out! To get extra points, 
you can bring a snack to pass! It’s going to be fun, so come and put your 
creative talents to use!! Cost for each bird house is $20, the church 
provides the paint, you decorate it any way you choose and take it 
home to hang when you’re finished!  
 

Weekly Calendar 
Sat. Apr 11 Saturday Worship - Cancelled 6:00 p.m. 
Sun. Apr 12 Easter Sunday Worship – Live-Steaming 9:00 a.m. 
Tue. Apr 14 Breakfast Club at Dino’s Den - CANCELLED 8:00 a.m. 
Wed. Apr 15 DiscipleShip Bible Study 6:30 p.m. 
Sat. Apr 18 Men’s Group – Live-Streamed 7:00 a.m. 
Sat. Apr 18 Saturday Worship - Cancelled 6:00 p.m. 
Sun. Apr  19 Sunday Worship – Live-Streaming 9:00 a.m. 



APRIL 12, 2020  

EASTER SUNDAY 
 
 

The resurrection of Jesus 
changes everything.  
 

 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS  
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.  

 Sunday   Matthew 28:1-10   Christ’s resurrection  

 Monday   Acts 10:34-43   Peter speaks of faith in Jesus  

 Tuesday   John 20:1-18   The resurrection of Jesus  

 Wednesday   Jeremiah 31:1-6   Israel will return to God  

 Thursday   Colossians 3:1-4   New life in Christ  

 Friday   Isaiah 25:6-9   The Lord has saved us  

 Saturday   Psalm 118:1-2, 14-24   The Lord is always merciful  

 Sunday   John 20:19-31   Thomas sees and believes  
 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK  
“So they [Mary Magdalene and the other Mary] left the tomb quickly with fear 
and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. Suddenly Jesus met them and said, 
“Greetings!” And they came to him, took hold of his feet, and worshiped him.” 
Matthew 28:8-9 (NRSV)  

PRAYERS AND BLESSING  
A Prayer for the Week:  
Almighty God, help us to live each day knowing and trusting that Jesus’ 
resurrection changes everything we experience around us. Amen.  
  

Mealtime Prayer:  
Dear God, just as our Lord Jesus Christ ate with Peter and the other disciples after 
he rose from the dead, be with us now in this meal. Amen. (Acts 10:41)  
  

A Blessing to Give:  
May the risen Lord Jesus Christ be your strength and the power of your salvation 
now and always. (Psalm 118:14)   
 
 

© 2019 Milestones Ministry, LLC. All rights reserved. 
In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily 

life as an effective faith formation tool. Go to: 

www.milestonesministry.org 



CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in 
your life.  Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:  
• What happens during an earthquake? Have you experienced one?  

• Tell or think about a time in your life when something happened that “shook” 

you. 

• How do you think Jesus’ resurrection shakes up the way God cares for all 
people?  

 

DEVOTIONS  
Read:  Matthew 28:1-10. Mary Magdalene and “the other Mary” go to the empty 
tomb. The second Mary is likely Jesus’ mother (see Matthew 13:55 and 27:56 
where Jesus’ mother is described as the mother of James and Joseph). It is 
surprising that this second Mary is not named as the mother of Jesus. It appears 
that the emphasis is not on her biological relationship to Jesus but Mary as a 
follower of Jesus. She is now a disciple. Jesus’ resurrection changes and shakes up 
everything, including our relationships to others. This is something suggested by 
the earthquake and the angel of the Lord that descends and whose appearance is 
like lightning (28:2-3). The resurrection of Jesus connects heaven and earth in a 
way that shakes up everything for the followers of Jesus and for all of creation 
itself. How does Jesus’ resurrection change everything? How does it change you? 
Pray:  Risen Lord Jesus, come into my life this day that I may be changed to live 
for you. Amen.  

SERVICE  
Natural disasters occur regularly around the world. The aftermath of floods, 
earthquakes, and hurricanes or typhoons change people’s lives drastically. There 
are many organizations that provide help for these victims. Have you ever helped 
during a recovery? How might you support this work?  

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS  
Write the numbers one through ten on separate pieces of small paper. Fold each 
number and place them in ten different colored plastic eggs along with a sweet 
treat. Hide the eggs and have a hunt. After they are found, open each egg and 
take the contents out. Ask who has  number one and then read Matthew 28:1. 
Continue the numbers in order as verses 2-10 from Matthew 28 are read. When 
finished say together: Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! (say three times, 
each time getting louder)  
 
 

5050 N Johnsburg Road 
Johnsburg, IL  60051 
www.joyfulharvest.org 
(847) 497-4569 

 
Join us for worship:  Sundays 9 am! 

 


