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This week we will be worshipping both in-person (socially distanced 
and with masks) and on-line through Zoom and Facebook. There will 

be a link on our website to watch on Zoom, or you can watch the live-
stream on Facebook! Stay safe and God bless! 

April 11, 2021 2nd Sunday of Easter 



Gathering 

Welcome/Greeting/Announcements 
 

Call to Worship 
The Word of life spoke: 
so we could hear the “Alleluias!” of the angels. 
The Word of life reached out: 
so we could touch the hope which heals us. 
The Word of life walked out of death’s dread tomb: 
so we could follow him into life forever. 
 

Gathering Songs 
 

Thanksgiving for Baptism 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Word 
FIRST READING: Acts 4:32-35  (NRSV) 
32Now the whole group of those who believed were of one heart and 
soul, and no one claimed private ownership of any possessions, but 
everything they owned was held in common. 33With great power the 
apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and 
great grace was upon them all. 34There was not a needy person among 
them, for as many as owned lands or houses sold them and brought the 
proceeds of what was sold. 35They laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was 
distributed to each as any had need. 
 

Responsive Reading: Psalm 133 (NRSV) 
1How very good and pleasant it is when kindred live together in unity! 
2It is like the precious oil on the head, running down upon the beard, 
on the beard of Aaron, running down over the collar of his robes. 
3It is like the dew of Hermon, which falls on the mountains of Zion. For 
there the Lord ordained his blessing, life forevermore. 
 

SECOND READING: 1 John 1:1-2:2  (NRSV) 
1We declare to you what was from the beginning, what we have heard, 
what we have seen with our eyes, what we have looked at and touched 
with our hands, concerning the word of life—2this life was revealed, and 
we have seen it and testify to it, and declare to you the eternal life that 
was with the Father and was revealed to us—3we declare to you what 
we have seen and heard so that you also may have fellowship with us; 
and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. 
4We are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 
5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that 
God is light and in him there is no darkness at all. 6If we say that we 
have fellowship with him while we are walking in darkness, we lie and 
do not do what is true; 7but if we walk in the light as he himself is in the 



light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his 
Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say that we have no sin, we deceive 
ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, he who is 
faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. 10If we say that we have not sinned, we make him a 
liar, and his word is not in us. 
2:1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may 
not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, 
Jesus Christ the righteous; 2and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, 
and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world. 
 

GOSPEL: John 20:19-31  (NRSV) 
19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week… 

This is the gospel of the Lord!  Thanks be to God! 
Message  
 

Prayers of Intercession  
 

Meal 
 

Offering 
Offering Song 
 

Friends, while our programs and in-person worship are temporarily modified, our 
responsibilities for our regular bills (mortgage, utilities, payroll, etc.) continue. Please 
send your gifts to the church office: 5050 N. Johnsburg Rd., Johnsburg, IL  60051 or 

you may give online at www.joyfulharvest.org. 
 

Call to Reconciliation 
How often have we heard the good news of forgiveness and 
restoration? Yet, we are still reluctant to believe. God offers us new life, 
yet we are afraid to let go of the old. Let us confess our doubts and 
fears to the One who waits to make us whole. 
We use a lot of words, Gracious God, but do little to turn them into 
deeds. Instead of being of one heart and soul, we choose sides and 
form groups of folks just like us. Blessed with great grace, we have 
trouble sharing it with those who need it the most.  Forgive us, God of 
love. Forgive us, as we step out of our shadows into your light. Restore 
us, as we reveal our brokenness.  Hear us, as we proclaim Jesus Christ 
as our Lord and our God. 

Silence is kept… 
This is the good news we have to declare: God leads us out of the 
shadows to walk in the light of Christ. 
This is the word we have heard: our faithful God forgives our sins 
and raises us to new life. Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 

Lord’s Supper 
 

 



Words of Institution and Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen 
 

Communion Song 
 

Sending 
Sending Song 
 

Sending and Benediction 

Go now to walk in God's light. 
We will tell of what we have seen in the glory of creation and in the 
goodness of those who love us. 
Go now to serve in Christ's light. 
We will share what we have heard in the parables about grace and in 
the laughter of little children. 
Go now to live in the Spirit's light. 
We will touch the broken places with healing, we will stare down 
injustice until it changes its ways. 
 

Commissioning 
At Joyful Harvest Church, our mission is growing together for Christ. 
As disciples of Jesus Christ, we value: Family Worship, Relying on Prayer, 
Unity in Christ, Instruction in the Word, Telling Others, and Service to 
God’s Community.  
Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord!   Thanks be to God! 

 

Songs are reproduced, projected, and streamed with permission under CCLI #1029838. 
Portions of the liturgy are Copyright © Thom M. Shuman 2018 
Portions of the liturgy are copyright © Augsburg Fortress 2020 

Portions of the liturgy are copyright © Joyful Harvest Church, ELCA 2020 
 

Announcements 
 

Choir Practice:  If you’d like to help our choir make joyful noise to the 
Lord, please see Wade Frazier, our music director. 
 

Men’s Group: We meet on Saturday mornings @ 7 a.m. at the church 
for fellowship and learning more about God’s call on our lives. All men 
are invited to attend. 
 

St. Jude Children’s Ranch:  We are collecting cards!  Please bring in the 
whole card Juanita will separate the front from the back.  Save your 
used holiday and all-occasion cards, bring them to the church, and we’ll 
ship them off to St. Jude’s! 
 



Cross Keys Village Stampers:  Cut used postage stamps from the mail 
you receive at home, bring it to the church and we’ll make sure the 
Cross Keys folks receive them! 
 

Pollinator Pockets - Do your part to save the pollinators 
- the bees, butterflies, moths, and other insects critical 
to our food supply and human survival. Help Joyful 
Harvest plant a “pocket” of flowers that attract and 
nurture pollinators. You may not realize that manicured 
lawns, exotic plantings, and enticing hybrids and 
cultivars often provide no value to pollinators.  By 
placing pollinator pockets into your landscape, you provide an oasis for 
pollinators.  Now that's sweet! No experience needed!! 
 

Loose change collected during the next three months will go 
to the Tijuana Mission Project. Feel free to drop your pocket 
change into the offering.  And thank you for your generosity! 
 
 

DISCIPLE SHIP Family Bible Study – Please join us every Wednesday 
Evening.  We gather @ 6 p.m. for a potluck dinner, followed @ 6:30 by 
Bible Study. Join us!!! 
 

Donate to help the ministries of Joyful Harvest!   
Scan the QR code on the left with your mobile device. 
You’ll go straight to our online giving page to set up a 
one-time or recurring gift through your debit/credit 
card processed through PayPal. Your generous gift will 
support our many outreach ministries.  Thank you for 
making so much possible! 
 

Donate for Tijuana Mission Project! - Toys and school supplies! When 
our volunteers go to Tijuana this year, they would like to take some 
items that the kids can use. If you should see a backpack on sale for the 
kids, we can fill it with school supplies. Soccer balls or footballs can be 
deflated and taken. Jump ropes, small toys, t-shirts for kids would be 
good, too.  There is a box in the narthex for donations.  Thanks so much 
for your generosity.  See Ray Pratscher or Theresa Ancona for more 
info. 
 

Community Garden:  Hey, Community, it’s almost time again to 
GARDEN!!!  We need to think about what we would like to grow in our 
garden.  If you would be interested in being part of our 
community garden project here at Joyful Harvest, talk 
to Pastor Doug.  Sign-up sheet is on the Welcome 
Table!!  We need to start thinking SPRING!!     



 

Food Gathering: We’re collecting salad dressing! (They get lots 
of lettuce!) for the Northern Illinois Helping Hands food pantry!  
Help us feed those in our community who are in need.  Please 
leave your items in the bin in the narthex! 
 

Membership: You don’t have to be a member of Joyful Harvest to 
participate in the social, service, or worship events of this congregation. 
You are invited to join in any of these right away. Membership here is 
not a “registration” for congregational benefits; rather it is a faith step 
toward more active involvement and growth. When you want to 
consider that step, please contact the pastor. 

 
Weekly Calendar 

Sun. Apr 11 Sunday Worship Live-Streaming and In-Person 9:00 a.m. 
Tue. Apr 13 Food Pantry Service Opportunity 3:00-6:30 p.m. 
Wed. Apr 14 Live-Streaming Bible Study – Screwtape Letters 6:30 p.m. 
Thur. Apr 15 Food Pantry Service Opportunity 3:00-6:30 p.m. 
Sat. Apr 17 Men’s Group – Live-Streaming and In-Person 7:00 a.m. 
Sun. Apr 18 Sunday Worship Live-Streaming and In-Person 9:00 a.m.  

 
Mark your calendars! Feed My Starving Children Outing:   
Monday, May 3 - Join us for Feed My Starving Children, a 
non-profit Christian organization committed to feeding God’s 
children who are hungry in body and spirit. On May 3 we will 
help serve those in need around the world by packing simple 
meals to share. Meet @ Joyful Harvest at 5:00 for the ride to 
Libertyville! There is a sign-up sheet on the Welcome Table!!  
See Trudy Moriarty for more info. 

April’s Memory 
Verse 

Psalm 31:15 

"My times are in your hand." 

Susan Mercado has set up a Joyful Harvest web page that will help 
JH financially! Go to savingwithsusan.com/joyfulharvest and click on 
your favorite online shopping sites; or, visit our web page and 
clicking on the link on the right side of the our homepage!.  The 
church will receive a commission on everything you buy and you 
pay nothing extra!  
 

https://savingwithsusan.com/joyfulharvest/


APRIL 11, 2021  
SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER 
 
 

The risen Jesus gives us peace.  
 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS  
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.  

 Sunday   John 20:19-31   Jesus appears to the disciples  

 Monday   Acts 4:32-35   The sharing of goods  

 Tuesday   1 John 1:1–2:2   The word of life  

 Wednesday   John 14:23-31   Jesus speaks of peace  

 Thursday   Romans 5:1-11   We have peace with God  

 Friday   Philippians 4:4-9   The God of peace be with you  

 Saturday   Psalm 133    The blessing of unity  

 Sunday   Luke 24:36b-48   Jesus appears to his disciples  
 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK  
Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send 

you.” John 20:21 (NRSV)  
 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING  
A Prayer for the Week:  
Dear Risen Christ, replace our worries with peace, our fears with courage, and our 
unbelief with faith. Amen.   
   

Mealtime Prayer:  
Risen Lord Jesus, you give us food for the body and peace for the soul. May faith 
be our way and love be our goal. Amen.   
  

A Blessing to Give:  
May you believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and through believing 
that you have life in his name. (John 20:31)  
 
 
 
 
 
 

© 2018 Milestones Ministry, LLC. All rights reserved. 
In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an 

effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org 



CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:  
• Do most of us awake each day to a sense of peace or worry? Why do you 

think that is? How do you generally begin each day?  

• Martin Luther said that the judgement of the law is the “constant guest” in 
our lives. How do we overcome that sense of self-doubt and judgement?  

• How does the resurrection make a difference in your life?  
 

DEVOTIONS  
Read: 1 John 1:1–2:2.  
Christianity is often described–and challenged–as primarily a set of beliefs, but in 
John 20:3031 the focus is on a way of life, “that you may have life in his name.” In 
1 John 1 there is a wonderful openness to an honest look at our lives; we all sin. 
That is not a dark view of the world. It presents a freedom not to be afraid or 
ashamed of our lives but to see beyond our brokenness to the power of 
forgiveness that creates us anew each day to start again in peace. How does that 
sense of Christianity and the power of the resurrection change everything? For 
those who don’t have this faith or hope, what are they missing? After a time for 
reflection, recite the following: (1 John 1:8-9) “if we say that we have no sin, we 
deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. If we confess our sins, he who is 
faithful and just will forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 
Pray: Dear Risen Christ, replace our worries with peace, our fears with courage, 
and our unbelief with faith. Amen.  

SERVICE  
In Acts 4:32-35, life in the community that trusts the power of the resurrection has 
a changed understanding of property and how we care for each other. Finally, 
everything is God’s more than it is “mine” to use for my own pleasure. This is not 
an endorsement of an economic system. It is a confession of faith and a 
commitment to love the neighbor as oneself. Rethink everything you own as a 
loan from God to love others. How might that influence your actions today?  

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS  
In what ways can you share the peace with others and in your home or when 
visiting friends? It can be a handshake, hug, or a high five. There is a long history 
of Christians sharing a sign of peace with one another in public worship as a 
physical expression of the peace God gives to us through Jesus. It connects 
directly to Jesus greeting his disciples in the resurrection. That  public greeting 
also extends to personal greetings. Share the sign of peace: “The peace of the 
Lord Jesus be with you.” 
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