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Due to the health crisis in our community and the 
world, we have suspended in-person worship for an 

indefinite time.  
 

Join us for live-streaming worship,  
by phone (dial (312) 626-6799 and when prompted 

enter meeting ID# 471 475 095) 
or by visiting our website at www.joyfulharvest.org  
and clicking on the link to live-streaming worship. 

April 5, 2020 Palm Sunday 

http://www.joyfulharvest.org/


Gathering 
Introduction to the Day 
Traditionally, Palm Sunday was commemorated in worship as a day of 
pomp and circumstance, celebrating a conquering king’s triumphant 
entry into the capitol. The focus of the day was on waving palm 
branches and singing Hosannas. We will still wave branches and sing 
Hosannas, but the intention of worship today is to draw us into and 
make us participants in the story of Jesus’ last days. We call this story 
the “Passion of Jesus” as a reminder of the extremes Jesus endured to 
express the intensity of God’s passionate love for us.    
 

GATHERING  
PROCESSION OF PALMS  
Pastor LUKE 19:28-31 After saying these things, Jesus headed straight 

up to Jerusalem. When he got near Bethphage and 
Bethany at the mountain called Olives, he sent off two of 
the disciples with instructions:  

 

Jesus  “Go to the village across from you. As soon as you enter, 
you’ll find a colt tethered, one that has never been 
ridden. Untie it and bring it. If anyone says anything, 
asks, ‘What are you doing?’ say, ‘His Master needs him.’”  

 

Pastor 32-33 The two left and found it just as he said. As they 
were untying the colt, its owners said, “What are you 
doing untying the colt?”  

 

Congregation “His Master needs him.” 
 

Pastor 35-36 They brought the colt to Jesus. Then, throwing their 
coats on its back, they helped Jesus get on. As he rode, 
the people gave him a grand welcome, throwing their 
coats on the street.37-38 Right at the crest, where Mount 
Olives begins its descent, the whole crowd of disciples 
burst into enthusiastic praise over all the mighty works 
they had witnessed: 

 

Congregation Blessed is he who comes, the king in God’s name! All’s 
well in heaven! Glory in the high places! 

 

Pastor 39 Some Pharisees from the crowd told him, “Teacher, get 
your disciples under control!” 40 But he said,  

 

Jesus  “If they kept quiet, the stones would do it for them, 
shouting praise.” 

 

PROCESSIONAL SONGS: Alabaré/Hosanna in the Highest 
 



Call to Worship 
What shall we do with you, Jesus? 
Glad songs sung at your birth will turn to jeers, taunts, and worse, hurled 
at you from every side. 
What shall we do with you, Jesus? 
We will promise to stay, but run away; we will sleep through the anguish 
of your heart. 
What shall we do with you, Jesus? 
The One who gave living waters to an outsider at a well, the One baptized 
in the Jordan will thirst upon a tree. 
What shall we do with you, Jesus? 
Before this week runs its course, the disciples, including even us, will fail 
you in force. 

Silence is kept 
Lamb of God, you cry out in agony: 
and the silent stars howl in grief. 
Lamb of God, you breathe your last: 
and the Spirit moves over the void in our  hearts. 
Lamb of God, you are place in a cold tomb: 
and creation trembles in the deep, even as we pray as we are taught,  
Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever. 
Amen 
 

Gathering Song: I Still Haven’t Found What I’m Looking For 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Word 
Isaiah 50:4-9a 
4The Lord God has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how 
to sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens — 
wakens my ear to listen as those who are taught. 5The Lord God has 
opened my ear, and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. 6I gave 
my back to those who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out 
the beard; I did not hide my face from insult and spitting. 7The Lord God 
helps me; therefore I have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face 
like flint, and I know that I shall not be put to shame; 8he who vindicates 
me is near. Who will contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are 
my adversaries? Let them confront me. 9aIt is the Lord God who helps me; 
who will declare me guilty?  (NRSV) 
 

Psalm 31:9-16 
9Be gracious to me, O Lord, for I am in distress; my eye wastes away from 
grief, my soul and body also. 



10For my life is spent with sorrow, and my years with sighing; my strength 
fails because of my misery, and my bones waste away. 
11I am the scorn of all my adversaries, a horror to my neighbors, an object 
of dread to my acquaintances; those who see me in the street flee from 
me. 
12I have passed out of mind like one who is dead; I have become like a 
broken vessel. 
13For I hear the whispering of many— terror all around!— as they scheme 
together against me, as they plot to take my life. 
14But I trust in you, O Lord; I say, “You are my God.” 
15My times are in your hand; deliver me from the hand of my enemies and 
persecutors. 
16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love. 
 (NRSV) 
 

Philippians 2:5-11 
5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was 
in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be 
exploited, 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in 
human likeness. And being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and 
became obedient to the point of death — even death on a cross. 
9Therefore God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is 
above every name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, 
in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue should 
confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father.  (NRSV) 
 

Gospel: Matthew 26:17-30 
17On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, 
saying, “Where do you want us to make the preparations for you to eat 
the Passover?” 18He said, “Go into the city to a certain man, and say to 
him, ‘The Teacher says, My time is near; I will keep the Passover at your 
house with my disciples.’” 19So the disciples did as Jesus had directed 
them, and they prepared the Passover meal. 20When it was evening, he 
took his place with the twelve; 21and while they were eating, he said, 
“Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.” 22And they became greatly 
distressed and began to say to him one after another, “Surely not I, 
Lord?” 23He answered, “The one who has dipped his hand into the bowl 
with me will betray me. 24The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, 
but woe to that one by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have 
been better for that one not to have been born.” 25Judas, who betrayed 
him, said, “Surely not I, Rabbi?” He replied, “You have said so.” 
26While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing 
it he broke it, gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my 
body.” 27Then he took a cup, and after giving thanks he gave it to them, 
saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 28for this is my blood of the covenant, 
which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29I tell you, I 
will never again drink of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink 



it new with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 30When they had sung the 
hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 
 

Message 
 

Prayers of Intercession  
 

Song of the Day:   Offering  
 

Call to Reconciliation 
What shall we do with our sins?  Shall we continue to try to hide them, or 
confess them - honestly and without reservation - to the One who comes 
to vindicate us?  Join me as we pray together, saying, 
We confess, Passionate God, how often we scheme against you.  In every 
moment, we look for chances to betray you, breaking your heart.  We 
turn our backs on those who reach out to us for help.  We hide our 
faces from those who are wasting away from hopelessness. Be gracious 
to us, Compassionate God, and stay with us in these moments.  Morning 
by morning, awaken us with your voice of mercy, and call us to humble 
ourselves in service to others, even as did Jesus Christ, our Lord and 
Savior.    Silence is kept 
It is God who holds our lives, healing us when we are broken, forgiving us 
when we do wrong. 
Our tongues have confessed, now let our hearts and lives reflect the One 
who humbled himself for us.  Amen. 
 

Prayer 
 

Sending 
Sending Song:  Were you There When 

  They Crucified My Lord? 
 

Sending and Benediction 

As you leave this place in spirit, go as God's children: 
we will go to serve our sisters and brothers. 
Go as followers of Christ: 
we will find the broken around us and bring them healing. 
Go as those strong in the Spirit: 
we will be willing to humble ourselves for those wearied by life. 
 

Commissioning 
At Joyful Harvest Church, our mission is growing together for Christ. 
As disciples of Jesus Christ, we value: Family Worship, Relying on Prayer, 
Unity in Christ, Instruction in the Word, Telling Others, and Service to 
God’s Community. 
Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord!   Thanks be to God! 
 

Songs are reproduced, projected and streamed with permission under CCLI #1029838. 
Portions of the liturgy are Copyright © Thom M. Shuman 2017 
Portions of the liturgy are copyright © Augsburg Fortress 2020 



 

Announcements 
If you are looking for a place to worship with your family, join us any 
Sunday at 9:00 am! Thanks for worshipping with us today. 
 

Donate to help the ministries of Joyful Harvest!   
Scan the QR code on the left with your mobile device. 
You’ll go straight to our online giving page to set up a one-
time or recurring gift through your debit/credit card 
processed through PayPal. Thank you for your generosity!  
 

Men’s Group: Live Streamed on Saturday mornings at 7:00 a.m. If 
you’d like to join us in live-stream Men’s Group, you can do so by 
phone (dial (312) 626-6799 and when prompted enter meeting ID# 238 
196 232) or by visiting our website at www.joyfulharvest.org and 
clicking on the link to live-streaming Lenten Worship. 
 

DISCIPLESHIP Bible Study – Live streamed on Wednesday Evenings at 
6:30 p.m. If you’d like to join us in live-stream Bible Study, you can do 
so by phone (dial (312) 626-6799 and when prompted enter meeting 
ID# 423 730 705) or by visiting our website at www.joyfulharvest.org 
and clicking on the link to live-streaming Bible Study. 
 

Secret Sisters: At this time more than ever we need to uplift our 
sisters!  Praying, encouraging and supporting others is what we are 
called to do as believers in Christ.  We must remember he is truly our 
Savior and we need to remind our secret sisters as well as family and 
friends of that!  I am praying for each and everyone of you and hope 
you're all safe and healthy!  Dear God, bless us as we do your work 
encouraging and reminding others of your power and might, but 
especially of your love & forgiveness!  We know that prayer changes 
things!  In Jesus our Redeemer, we pray - Amen! 
 

Thanks Amazon Smile! -  Amazon will donate 0.5% of your eligible 
AmazonSmile purchases to Joyful Harvest whenever you shop at 
AmazonSmile! Whatever you shop for…books, music, etc., Joyful 
Harvest will get a portion of the purchase price.  To support us, go to 
our webpage (www.joyfulharvest.org) and click the AmazonSmile link! 
It all adds up! 
 

Vegetable Garden Anyone? We are currently making plans 
for the tilled area south of the garage.  If you are interested 
in planting vegetables or other crops sign up in the narthex!  
Questions? Give the church office a call!  (847) 497-4569 

April’s Memory Verse 
Exodus 20:12 

4th Commandment:  "Honor your 
father and your mother." 



 

NEWSLETTER!! Joyful Harvest is resuming distribution of 
our newsletter!  If you would like to receive a copy, jot 
down your email address (or if you prefer a hard-copy, 
your mailing address) on the margin of this bulletin and 
drop it in the offering plate or give it to pastor. If you 

would like to assist in the production of the newsletter or become a 
published author and contribute news articles, please talk with Bruce 
Harmel! 
 

Lenten Worship:  Live Streamed on Wednesdays at 7:30 p.m. If you’d 
like to join us in live-stream Lenten Worship, you can do so by phone 
(dial (312) 626-6799 and when prompted enter meeting ID# 423 730 
705) or by visiting our website at www.joyfulharvest.org and clicking 
on the link to live-streaming Lenten Worship. 
 

Tijuana Mission Trip Meeting: Going on the mission trip in June to help 
the homeless in Tijuana? Thinking about going on the Mission Trip? 
Thinking about thinking about it?  Just want some more information?  
Just thinking about just wanting some more information?  The next 
meeting will be April 5 @ 10:30, following worship online streaming!  If 
you’d like to join us in this live-stream meeting, you can do so by 
phone (dial (312) 626-6799 and when prompted enter meeting ID# 439 
425 704) or by visiting our website at www.joyfulharvest.org and 
clicking on the link to the live-streaming Tijuana Planning Meeting. 
 

Bird House Painting Contest – Date will be announced soon - To help 
raise funds for Tijuana Mission – Homes of Hope. Ray Pratscher will be 
making the bird houses for you to buy and decorate. Each decorated 
birdhouse will be judged, and prizes handed out! To get extra points, 
you can bring a snack to pass! It’s going to be fun, so come and put your 
creative talents to use!! Cost for each bird house is $20, the church 
provides the paint, you decorate it any way you choose and take it 
home to hang when you’re finished!  
 

Weekly Calendar 
Sat. Apr 04 Saturday Worship - Cancelled 6:00 p.m. 
Sun. Apr 05 Sunday Worship – Live-Steaming 9:00 a.m. 
Tue. Apr 07 Breakfast Club at Dino’s Den - CANCELLED 8:00 a.m. 
Wed. Apr 08 Service of Healing, Reconciliation and Prayer  
   – Live-Streaming 7:00 p.m. 
Thur. Apr 09 Maundy Thursday Worship – Live-Streaming 7:30 p.m. 
Fri. Apr 10 Good Friday Worship – Live Streaming 7:00 p.m. 
Sat. Apr 04 Men’s Group – Live-Streamed 7:00 a.m. 
Sat. Apr 04 Saturday Worship - Cancelled 6:00 p.m. 
Sun. Apr 05 Easter Sunday Worship – Live-Streaming 9:00 a.m. 
 



If you would like to receive communion you may call 
Pastor Doug at home (815) 331-3000 and schedule a time 
when he can meet you at the church. 
 
 

Thank you all so much for your understanding in this 
trying time. We can get through this with the Lord and 
with each other’s help. May the Lord bless each and every 
one of you.  

 
Sermon Notes 

  We learn so many interesting things in the sermon! 
Did you hear something you want to remember? Did 
you have questions? Use this space for your note-
taking pleasure!  
  



APRIL 5, 2020  
PALM/PASSION SUNDAY 
 
 

God shows divine love through humiliation. 
 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS  
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.  

 Sunday   Matthew 21:1-11   Jesus enters Jerusalem  

 Monday   Matthew 26:14– 27:66   Jesus’ trial and crucifixion  

 Tuesday   Isaiah 50:4-9a   The servant’s humiliation  

 Wednesday   Philippians 2:5-11   Christ shows us true humility  

 Thursday   John 13:1-35   Jesus washes disciples’ feet  

 Friday   John 18:1–19:42   Jesus suffers and dies  

 Saturday   Psalm 31:9-16   Prayer for protection  

 Sunday   Matthew 28:1-10   Christ’s resurrection  
 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK  
[B]ut [Jesus Christ] emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in 
human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself and became 
obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. Philippians 2:7-8 (NRSV)  
 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING  
A Prayer for the Week:  
Merciful God, free us to trust that the humiliation Jesus experienced from the 
cross is the path to hope for the world and the source of true power, true faith, 
and true love. Amen.  
  

Mealtime Prayer:  
Dear God, we thank you for the gift of each day and for this food. May we enjoy 
the day with courage, faith, and love. Amen.  
  

A Blessing to Give:  
May the face of God shine on you and save you through Christ’s steadfast love. 
(Psalm 31:16)   
 
 

© 2019 Milestones Ministry, LLC. All rights reserved. 
In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life 

as an effective faith formation tool. Go to: 

www.milestonesministry.org 



CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in 
your life.  Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:  

• How do you show others that you care for them?  

• How have others shown care for you?  

• Jesus died on a cross. How is this act of God a sign of love?  
 

DEVOTIONS  
Read:  Matthew 26:14–27:66. Many theories have been put forward in the history 
of the church to state why Jesus had to die to be our Savior. However, one point is 
clear in the Bible: Jesus’ death shows the depth of God’s love, a love that is willing 
to experience a form of slavery, humiliation, and excruciating death, even death 
on a cross (Philippians 2:8). Crosses have become forms of jewelry and part of 
other art forms that point to Jesus’ death. However, neither the jewelry nor other 
art come close to the pain and humiliation that God in Christ endured to indicate 
the character of who God is for us. Jesus is not only Emmanuel, God with us, in 
humiliation and death. Jesus also joins our human existence by making our 
deepest prayer his prayer: “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” 
(Matthew 27:46). God in Christ Jesus joins our life experience and from the cross 
stretches out his arms to say, “I love you this much.” When you see someone 
wearing a cross, what does it mean to you?  Pray:  Loving God, you stop at 
nothing to show us your divine character and the depths of your love. Help us to 
know and to trust the power of your love for us through Christ. Amen.  

SERVICE  
“Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 2:5). To have a 
mind like Jesus means to be humble and not selfish but selfless. Such humility 
opens our lives to care for others. In what ways are you a servant to others?   

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS  
If you received palms during worship, take them home. As we begin Holy Week, 
say the ACTS prayer of giving praise to God (Adoration), asking God’s forgiveness 
(Confession),  giving thanks to God (Thanksgiving), and asking God’s help for those 
in need (Supplication) as you light all six purple candles on the Lenten Candle 
Cross. After lighting the candles, hold a palm and wave it in your hand as you say, 
“Hosanna to the Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the 
Lord! Hosanna in the highest heaven!” (Matthew 21:9b)  
 

5050 N Johnsburg Road 
Johnsburg, IL  60051 
www.joyfulharvest.org 
(847) 497-4569 

 
 

Join us for live-streaming worship:  Sundays 9 am! 



Has the true meaning of Easter 
gotten a little fuzzy? 

Give your children more than just bunnies and 
baskets this year. Give them a miracle. Come be with 
us on Easter as we celebrate the resurrection of Jesus 

Christ. 
 

 
HOLY WEEK SCHEDULE 

 

Sunday, April 5, 9:00 am   
Palm Sunday Processional & Worship – Live Streaming 

 

 Wednesday, March 8, 7:00 p.m.  
 Service for Healing and Reconciliation – Live Streaming  

 

 Thursday, April 9, 7:00 p.m.  
Maundy Thursday Worship – Live Streaming 

 

 Friday, April 10, 7:00 p.m. 
 Good Friday Worship – Live Streaming 

 

Sunday, April 12, 9:00 a.m. 
 Easter Sunday Worship!!!  - Live Streaming 

Celebrate our risen Lord!  
  



Extra Holy Week Devotions 
MONDAY — CREATION  Read Isaiah 42:1-9.  As the prophet Isaiah noted in verse 5, 
God is the creator of the world. This includes God as creator of all nations, all families, 
and all persons. As people created in God’s image, we are a gift to our families and 
communities. Yesterday was Palm Sunday. We marched with Jesus into Jerusalem. We 
witnessed the crowds cheering. In the story of Palm Sunday we heard the stories or 
rumors of religious leaders plotting to kill Jesus. How did Jesus, the servant of God, do 
the very things noted in vv. 6-7? How does Jesus continue to do them today? 
 

TUESDAY — EXODUS  Read Isaiah 49:1-7.  The Jews of Jesus’ day hoped that when 
God acted, God would heal their nation (v. 5). At that time, the nation of Israel was 
occupied and run by the Roman government. Religious and Roman leaders maintained 
a tense relationship. Jesus’ actions in the Temple (turning over the money changers 
tables) revealed God’s care for all people, including those exploited by their 
leadership. Jesus’ ministry was a “light” that invited hope for all. Like we saw in 
yesterday’s reading from Isaiah, God declares the Servant (v. 3) would be “a light to 
the nations” (v. 6). How did Jesus accomplish this in his ministry? What do you think it 
means or looks likes for us to be a “light” to others? 
 

WEDNESDAY — KINGS  Read John 13:21-31a. There was a time in Israel’s history 
when what the people really wanted was to be like other, larger, more powerful, more 
prosperous nations. They asked God for a human king even when God alone was to be 
their king. Their request was a failure to trust God. Similarly, we see one of Jesus’ 
disciples, Judas, fail to trust Jesus and in turn betrayed Jesus to the religious 
authorities. Read the passage from varying viewpoints. What might you be thinking if 
you were Peter? Judas? Another disciple? How did Jesus respond? How can Jesus help 
us to love others when we do not want to? 
 

MAUNDY THURSDAY — EXILE  Read John 13:1-17, 33-35 and Ezekiel 36:24-28. 
Though the people have not done as God would desire (both in the Ezekiel passage 
and in John), God does not abandon them. In fact, God acts in their favor when they 
do not desire it (36:22) or even notice it (John 1:11). God does what people want but 
cannot do for themselves. God brings freedom and new life. The freedom God gives is 
demonstrated by a new heart or a new desire within us to serve other people instead 
of being consumed with serving ourselves. Have you ever had someone do something 
for you that you were unable to do for yourself? (fix your car or bike, give you a shot 
of medicine, help you understand your homework assignment, etc.) How did that 
make you feel? How do you think Peter felt when Jesus washed his feet? If we are to 
love as Jesus did (John 13:34-35), how do we show that love to others? 
 

GOOD FRIDAY - HOPE FOR RESTORATION  Read Ezekiel 37:1-3. Today we remember 
Jesus’ crucifixion, death on a cross. For Jesus’ friends and followers this was the worst 
day they could imagine. They had hoped that Jesus would be the leader of their 
country. Though their hopes were dashed, God would use this terrible event in ways 
that were unimaginable for Jesus’s first followers. Much like when the prophet Ezekiel 
sees the valley of the dry bones, God does the seemingly impossible. Though it can be 
difficult to keep believing when all we see is bad news, our faith in God trusts that God 
is still at work, always at work, creating and recreating. Though all appears bad on this 
day, there is a reason why Christians refer to this day as “Good Friday.” Our hope will 
allow us to call it nothing less. What did Ezekiel see in the valley? What would have 
been your reactions to seeing a valley of dry bones? How would you have answered 
God’s question, “can these bones live?” Why can it be hard to trust God for the 
seemingly impossible? 


