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This week we will be worshipping in-person and on-line through Zoom 

and Facebook. There will be a link on our website to watch on Zoom, or 
you can watch the live-stream on Facebook! Stay safe and God bless! 

 

April 2, 2023 Palm/Passion Sunday 



Gathering 
Matthew 21:1-9 
When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached Bethphage, at the 
Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 2saying to them, “Go into the 
village ahead of you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt 
with her; untie them and bring them to me. 3If anyone says anything to you, 
just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send them 
immediately.” 4This took place to fulfill what had been spoken through the 
prophet, saying, 5“Tell the daughter of Zion, Look, your king is coming to 
you, humble, and mounted on a donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a 
donkey.” 6The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them;7they 
brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on them, and he sat 
on them. 8A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the road, and others 
cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9The crowds that 
went ahead of him and that followed were shouting, “Hosanna to the Son 
of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in 
the highest heaven!” 
 

Gathering Song:  Alabaré 
 

Welcome/Greeting/Announcements 
 

Call to Worship 
On this day of palms and celebration, Jesus continues his journey with God. 
We will go with him, for a while, until he turns towards Calvary. 
From the top of Olive Mountain, Jesus prepares to travel through the valley 
of heartache and loss. 
We will follow Jesus, for a while, cradling hope in our hearts. 
In the streets of Jerusalem, Jesus hears the cries of those who adore him. 
We will shout Jesus' name, for a while, until we cry out, "Crucify him!" 
 

Gathering Songs 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Word 
Isaiah 50:4-9a 
4The Lord GOD has given me the tongue of a teacher, that I may know how 
to sustain the weary with a word. Morning by morning he wakens— wakens 
my ear to listen as those who are taught. 5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 
and I was not rebellious, I did not turn backward. 6I gave my back to those 
who struck me, and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard; I did not 
hide my face from insult and spitting. 7The Lord GOD helps me; therefore I 
have not been disgraced; therefore I have set my face like flint, and I know 
that I shall not be put to shame; 8he who vindicates me is near. Who will 
contend with me? Let us stand up together. Who are my adversaries? Let 



them confront me. 9It is the Lord GOD who helps me; who will declare me 
guilty? 
 

Psalm 31:9-16 
9Be gracious to me, O LORD, for I am in distress; my eye wastes away from 
grief, my soul and body also. 
10For my life is spent with sorrow, and my years with sighing; my strength 
fails because of my misery, and my bones waste away. 
11I am the scorn of all my adversaries, a horror to my neighbors, an object 
of dread to my acquaintances; those who see me in the street flee from me. 
12I have passed out of mind like one who is dead; I have become like a 
broken vessel. 
13For I hear the whispering of many— terror all around!— as they scheme 
together against me, as they plot to take my life. 
14But I trust in you, O LORD; I say, “You are my God.” 
15My times are in your hand; deliver me from the hand of my enemies and 
persecutors. 
16Let your face shine upon your servant; save me in your steadfast love. 
 

Philippians 2:5-11 
5Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, 6who, though he was 
in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to be 
exploited, 7but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born in 
human likeness. And being found in human form, 8he humbled himself and 
became obedient to the point of death— even death on a cross.9Therefore 
God also highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above every 
name, 10so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heaven and 
on earth and under the earth, 11and every tongue should confess that Jesus 
Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father. 
 

Gospel: Matthew 26:14-27:66 
14Then one of the twelve, who was called Judas Iscariot… 
 

Message 
 

Prayers of Intercession   
Meal 
 Offering & Offering Song  
 

Call to Reconciliation 
One day, we are crying to God, “save us,” the next we are turning our backs 
on God and walking away.  Despite our fickle nature, God is steadfast in 
loving us and constant in forgiving us.  Let us confess to our God, as we 
pray, 
With joy in our hearts, we welcome your servant, O God, only to reject 
him when he picks up a cross instead of a crown.  Like cloaks laid on the 
ground before Jesus, we pick up our faith, we dust it off and we put it 
back in the closet until we need it.  We can be as stubborn and rebellious 
as the city which cheers your name. 



Save us, Redeeming God, save us!  Help us to lay our doubts, our fears, 
our worries, our weariness at your feet, trusting and believing that you 
will forgive what is sinful, make whole our brokenness, and welcome us as 
sisters and brothers of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 
Hosanna to David’s Son!  Blessed is the One who comes in God’s name, not 
to judge us, but to save us. 
We humble ourselves in gratitude to God, and in service to others, even as 
Christ did. Hosanna in the highest.  Amen! 
 

Words of Institution & Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom come, 
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass 
against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For 
thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and ever.  
Amen. 
 

Lord’s Supper 
All are welcome to come to communion; if you believe that Christ is truly present here today, we invite you to join 
us at the Lord’s Table.   We will give you the bread and ask that you take a small cup of red wine or white grape 
juice. Gluten-free elements are available.  Please indicate if you prefer gluten-free when you are served. 
 

Communion Song: 
 

Sending 
Sending Song 
 

Sending and Benediction 
The One wounded by the nails of our hearts, sends us forth, 
to bring healing with God’s love. 
The One who continues on the journey invites us to follow, 
cradling the broken hearts of the world as we go. 
The One whose Spirit is in the Son of Man fills us with hope, 
if we would only trust in the promises of this day. 
 

Commissioning 

At Joyful Harvest Church, our mission is growing together for Christ. 
As disciples of Jesus Christ, we value:  
Family Worship, Relying on Prayer, Unity in Christ, Instruction in the 
Word,  
Telling Others, and Service to God’s Community. 
Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord!   Thanks be to God! 
 

Order of service may change to accommodate the Holy Spirit… 
Songs are reproduced, projected, and streamed with permission under CCLI #1029838. 

Portions of the liturgy are Copyright © Thom M. Shuman 2023 
Portions of the liturgy are copyright © Augsburg Fortress 2023 

Portions of the liturgy are copyright © Joyful Harvest Church, ELCA 2023 

 
 
 



Announcements 
If you are looking for a place to worship with your family, join us any 
Sunday at 9:00 am! Thank you for worshipping with us today. 
 

St. Jude Children’s Ranch:  We are collecting cards!  Please bring in the 
whole card Juanita will separate the front from the back.  Save your used 
holiday and all-occasion cards, bring them to the church, and we’ll ship 
them off to St. Jude’s! 
 

Cross Keys Village Stampers:  Cut used postage stamps from the mail you 
receive at home, bring it to the church and we’ll make sure the Cross Keys 
folks receive them! 
 

Men’s Group: We meet on Saturday mornings at 7 a.m. at the church for 
fellowship and learning more about God’s call on our lives. All men are 
invited to attend.  
 

Blood Drive – Joyful Harvest has a blood drive scheduled for April 15 from 
8-noon.  Sign-up online at versiti.org!!!!! 
 

First Wednesday Fellowship - (FWF) is a group of active adults who meet 
for fellowship and entertainment at Joyful Harvest on the first Wednesday 
of every month. Our programs are open to all members of the community 
and there is no charge to attend. Invite your friends & neighbors! Join us 
Wednesday, April 5 at 1:00pm for a presentation entitled "Hidden 
Memories", the story of Japanese - Americans who were relocated and 
confined in concentration camps located in the western United states as 
told by Anne Shimojima, a granddaughter of one of the detainees. 

 

Joyful Readers Book Club: Do you like to read and are 
looking for a way to connect with other women? Consider 
joining the ladies of Joyful Harvest as they embark on a new 
fellowship opportunity.  Current book is “We Are Not Free” 
by Traci Chee. Next meeting date will be April 29! Contact 
Kim DuBois for more info! 
 

Easter Egg Hunt 
Johnsburg Village Hall, April 8, 11:00 a.m. sharp! 

 

Bird House Painting Contest - Saturday, April 22nd @ 1-4 p.m., to help 
raise funds for Tijuana Mission – Homes of Hope. Ray Pratscher will 
be making the bird houses for you to buy and decorate. Each 
decorated birdhouse will be judged, and prizes handed out! To get 
extra points, you can bring a snack to pass! It’s going to be fun, so 
come and put your creative talents to use!! Cost for each bird house is 
$20, the church provides the paint, you decorate it any way you 
choose and take it home to hang when you’re finished!  
 



Donate for Tijuana Mission Project! - Toys and school supplies! When our 
volunteers go to Tijuana this year, they would like to take some items that 
the kids can use. If you should see a backpack on sale for the kids, we can fill 
it with school supplies. Soccer balls or footballs can be deflated and taken. 
Jump ropes, small toys, t-shirts for kids would be good, too.  There is a box 
in the narthex for donations. See Ray Pratscher or Theresa Ancona for info. 
 

Next Feed My Starving Children Outing: Saturday, May 
20, 11:30 a.m. Meet at church at 10:30 to carpool! 

Mark your calendars, sign up TODAY! 
 

Donate to help the ministries of Joyful Harvest!  Scan the 
QR code on the left with your mobile device or visit the 
giving kiosk in the narthex. You’ll go straight to our online 
giving page to set up a one-time or recurring gift through 
your debit/credit card processed through PayPal. Your 
generous gift will support our many outreach ministries.  

Thank you for making so much possible! 
 

Live-Streaming and In-Person Monday Evening Bible Study! Monday 
evenings at 6:00 p.m.  Until Christmas, we are doing a Bible Study on the 
movie, Les Miserables. What a great opportunity for discussions and 
learning more about the faith! Held in-person at Joyful Harvest Church and 
Via Zoom! 

Weekly Calendar 
Mon. Apr 03 DiscipleShip Bible Study 6:00 p.m. 
Tue. Apr 04 Voting at Joyful Harvest 6:00 a.m.-7:00 p.m. 
Tue. Apr 04 Breakfast Club – Granny’s Diner, Johnsburg 8:00 a.m. 
Tue. Apr 04 Food Pantry Service Opportunity 4:00-6:30 p.m. 
Wed. Apr 05 First Wednesday Presentation 1:00 p.m. 
Wed. Apr 05 Service of Healing and Reconciliation* 7:00 p.m. 
Thur. Apr 06 Food Pantry Service Opportunity 4:00-6:30 p.m. 
Thur. Apr. 06 Christian Seder and Maundy Thursday Worship* 5:30 p.m. 
Fri. Apr 07 Good Friday Worship – In-person and Online 7:00 p.m. 
Sat. Apr 08 Men’s Group In-Person & Live Streaming 7:00 a.m. 
Sat. Apr 08 Easter Vigil Worship* 7:00 p.m. 
Sun. Apr 09 Easter Sunday Worship In-Person & Live-Streaming 9:00 a.m. 
*Services marked with asterisk are in-person only – not available online… 
 
 
 

Nobody thinks less of a 
penguin because it cannot fly. 
It’s simply a different kind of 

bird. Different. Not less. 
-- Stuart Duncan 



APRIL 2, 2023  
PALM/PASSION SUNDAY 
 
 

God shows divine love through humiliation. 
 

 
DAILY BIBLE READINGS  
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.  

 Sunday   Matthew 21:1-11   Jesus enters Jerusalem  

 Monday   Matthew 26:14– 27:66   Jesus’ trial and crucifixion  

 Tuesday   Isaiah 50:4-9a   The servant’s humiliation  

 Wednesday   Philippians 2:5-11   Christ shows us true humility  

 Thursday   John 13:1-35   Jesus washes disciples’ feet  

 Friday   John 18:1–19:42   Jesus suffers and dies  

 Saturday   Psalm 31:9-16   Prayer for protection  

 Sunday   Matthew 28:1-10   Christ’s resurrection  
 
 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK  
[B]ut [Jesus Christ] emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born 
in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself 
and became obedient to the point of death—even death on a cross. 
Philippians 2:7-8 (NRSV)  
 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING  
A Prayer for the Week:  
Merciful God, free us to trust that the humiliation Jesus experienced from 
the cross is the path to hope for the world and the source of true power, 
true faith, and true love. Amen.  
  

Mealtime Prayer:  
Dear God, we thank you for the gift of each day and for this food. May we 
enjoy the day with courage, faith, and love. Amen.  
  

A Blessing to Give:  
May the face of God shine on you and save you through Christ’s steadfast 
love. (Psalm 31:16)   
 

© 2019 Milestones Ministry, LLC. All rights reserved. 
In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an 

effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org 



CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in your 
life.  Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:  

• How do you show others that you care for them?  

• How have others shown care for you?  

• Jesus died on a cross. How is this act of God a sign of love?  
 

DEVOTIONS  
Read:  Matthew 26:14–27:66. Many theories have been put forward in the history of 
the church to state why Jesus had to die to be our Savior. However, one point is clear 
in the Bible: Jesus’ death shows the depth of God’s love, a love that is willing to 
experience a form of slavery, humiliation, and excruciating death, even death on a 
cross (Philippians 2:8). Crosses have become forms of jewelry and part of other art 
forms that point to Jesus’ death. However, neither the jewelry nor other art come 
close to the pain and humiliation that God in Christ endured to indicate the character 
of who God is for us. Jesus is not only Emmanuel, God with us, in humiliation and 
death. Jesus also joins our human existence by making our deepest prayer his prayer: 
“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” (Matthew 27:46). God in Christ Jesus 
joins our life experience and from the cross stretches out his arms to say, “I love you 
this much.” When you see someone wearing a cross, what does it mean to you?  Pray:  
Loving God, you stop at nothing to show us your divine character and the depths of 
your love. Help us to know and to trust the power of your love for us through Christ. 
Amen.  

SERVICE  
“Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus” (Philippians 2:5). To have a 
mind like Jesus means to be humble and not selfish but selfless. Such humility opens 
our lives to care for others. In what ways are you a servant to others?   

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS  
If you received palms during worship, take them home. As we begin Holy Week, say 
the ACTS prayer of giving praise to God (Adoration), asking God’s forgiveness 
(Confession),  giving thanks to God (Thanksgiving), and asking God’s help for those in 
need (Supplication) as you light all six purple candles on the Lenten Candle Cross. After 
lighting the candles, hold a palm and wave it in your hand as you say, “Hosanna to the 
Son of David! Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! Hosanna in the 
highest heaven!” (Matthew 21:9b)  
 
 
 
 
 

5050 N Johnsburg Road 
Johnsburg, IL  60051 
www.joyfulharvest.org 
(847) 497-4569 

 
Join us for worship:  Sundays 9 am! 

 


