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This week we will be worshipping both in-person (socially distanced 
and with masks) and on-line through Zoom and Facebook. There will 

be a link on our website to watch on Zoom, or you can watch the live-
stream on Facebook! Stay safe and God bless! 

March 7, 2021 3rd Sunday of Lent 



Gathering 

Welcome/Greeting/Announcements 
 

Call to Worship 
The morning stars profess God’s glory: 
the waking birds harmonize a refrain of grace. 
The sun warms us with God’s hope, the night sky whispers peace to our 
sleepy souls: 
creation’s voice echoes continually in our hearts, reminding us of 
God’s steadfast love. 
Our wisdom is shattered by God’s absurd love; God’s vulnerability 
strengthens our feeble faith: 
God’s words place joy in our hearts; we follow them to peace and 
hope. 
 

Gathering Songs 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 
by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius 
Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead. 
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated 
at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living 
and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic church, the communion of 
saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the 
life everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Word 
FIRST READING: Exodus 20:1-17  (NRSV) 
1God spoke all these words: 2I am the Lord your God, who brought you 
out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery; 3you shall have no 
other gods before me. 4You shall not make for yourself an idol, whether 
in the form of anything that is in heaven above, or that is on the earth 
beneath, or that is in the water under the earth. 5You shall not bow 
down to them or worship them; for I the Lord your God am a jealous 
God, punishing children for the iniquity of parents, to the third and the 
fourth generation of those who reject me, 6but showing steadfast love 
to the thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my 
commandments. 7You shall not make wrongful use of the name of the 
Lord your God, for the Lord will not acquit anyone who misuses his 
name. 8Remember the sabbath day, and keep it holy. 9Six days you shall 
labor and do all your work. 10But the seventh day is a sabbath to the 
Lord your God; you shall not do any work—you, your son or your 



daughter, your male or female slave, your livestock, or the alien 
resident in your towns. 11For in six days the Lord made heaven and 
earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but rested the seventh day; 
therefore the Lord blessed the sabbath day and consecrated it.  12Honor 
your father and your mother, so that your days may be long in the land 
that the Lord your God is giving you. 13You shall not murder. 14You shall 
not commit adultery. 15You shall not steal. 16You shall not bear false 
witness against your neighbor. 17You shall not covet your neighbor’s 
house; you shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or male or female 
slave, or ox, or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 
 

Responsive Reading: Psalm 19 (NRSV) 
1The heavens are telling the glory of God; and the firmament proclaims 
his handiwork. 
2Day to day pours forth speech, and night to night declares 
knowledge. 
3There is no speech, nor are there words; their voice is not heard; 
4yet their voice goes out through all the earth, and their words to the 
end of the world. In the heavens he has set a tent for the sun, 
5which comes out like a bridegroom from his wedding canopy, and like 
a strong man runs its course with joy. 
6Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of 
them; and nothing is hid from its heat. 
7The law of the Lord is perfect, reviving the soul; the decrees of 
the Lord are sure, making wise the simple; 
8the precepts of the Lord are right, rejoicing the heart; the 
commandment of the Lord is clear, enlightening the eyes; 
9the fear of the Lord is pure, enduring forever; the ordinances of 
the Lord are true and righteous altogether. 
10More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; sweeter 
also than honey, and drippings of the honeycomb. 
11Moreover by them is your servant warned; in keeping them there is 
great reward. 
12But who can detect their errors? Clear me from hidden faults. 
13Keep back your servant also from the insolent; do not let them have 
dominion over me. Then I shall be blameless, and innocent of great 
transgression. 
14Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be 
acceptable to you, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer. 
 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25  (NRSV) 
18The message about the cross is foolishness to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. 19For it 
is written, “I will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment 
of the discerning I will thwart.” 20Where is the one who is wise? Where 
is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made 



foolish the wisdom of the world? 21For since, in the wisdom of God, the 
world did not know God through wisdom, God decided, through the 
foolishness of our proclamation, to save those who believe. 22For Jews 
demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, 23but we proclaim Christ 
crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24but to 
those who are the called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of 
God and the wisdom of God. 25For God’s foolishness is wiser than 
human wisdom, and God’s weakness is stronger than human strength. 
 

GOSPEL: John 2:13-22  (NRSV) 
13The Passover of the Jews was near… 

This is the gospel of the Lord!  Thanks be to God! 
Message  
 

Prayers of Intercession  
 

Meal 
 

Offering 
 

Offering Song 
Friends, while our programs and in-person worship are temporarily modified, our 

responsibilities for our regular bills (mortgage, utilities, payroll, etc.) continue. Please 
send your gifts to the church office: 5050 N. Johnsburg Rd., Johnsburg, IL  60051 Or 

you may give online at www.joyfulharvest.org. 
 

Call to Reconciliation 
At the center of the law is God’s love – that divine nonsense shown in 
becoming human for our sake; that weakness for us which defeats the 
strongest powers.  This love, this grace is of more value to us than 
anything we could possibly imagine.  Let us open ourselves to such love 
as we open our hearts to confess our sins to God. 
You give us your commandments, Holy One, so we may have new life, 
but we continue to make the same old choices.  Your love can anchor 
us when life threatens to overwhelm us, but we choose to cling to the 
slippery rocks of anger and bitterness.  Your Word can strengthen us 
for every moment, but we listen to the foolish promises of the world. 
Forgive us, Redeemer of our lives: may every word we say be shaped 
by your Word; may every thought we have be refined by your grace; 
may every deed we commit be inspired by your Spirit, so that we may 
tell everyone we meet of your work in us, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord and Savior. 
Silence is kept… 
When brokenhearted prayers replace piety, when we seek wholeness 
through the One broken for us, it is then that we remember we are 
saved by God’s powerful love. 
We are healed, to bring healing to our world; we are strengthened in 



faith, to become spent for others; we are set free from our bondage to 
sin, so we may become servants of Christ. Thanks be to God. Amen. 
 

Lord’s Supper 
 

Words of Institution and Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day 
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver 
us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen 
 

Communion Song 
 

Sending 
Sending Song 
 

Sending and Benediction 

God speaks and sends us forth. 
We will go to proclaim God's grace and glory. 
Jesus speaks, and lives are changed. 
We will go to set free the oppressed, to be the voice for those never 
heard. 
The Spirit speaks, and the world is turned inside out. 
We will become as foolish as a trusting child, as powerless as those 
overlooked by everyone around them. 
 

Commissioning 
At Joyful Harvest Church, our mission is growing together for Christ. 
As disciples of Jesus Christ, we value: Family Worship, Relying on Prayer, 
Unity in Christ, Instruction in the Word, Telling Others, and Service to 
God’s Community.  
Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord!   Thanks be to God! 

 

Songs are reproduced, projected, and streamed with permission under CCLI #1029838. 
Portions of the liturgy are Copyright © Thom M. Shuman 2018 
Portions of the liturgy are copyright © Augsburg Fortress 2020 

Portions of the liturgy are copyright © Joyful Harvest Church, ELCA 2020 
 

Announcements 
 

Rummage Sale: Check out our online rummage sale – we’re posting 
some of the larger items in the basement to Facebook Marketplace so 
we can keep the pile in the basement manageable! Check it out – 
there’s probably something there that you desperately need!  Go to 
Facebook Marketplace and search Theresa Ancona! 
 



Donate to help the ministries of Joyful Harvest!   
Scan the QR code on the left with your mobile device. 
You’ll go straight to our online giving page to set up a 
one-time or recurring gift through your debit/credit card 
processed through PayPal. Thank you!!  
 

Men’s Group: Men’s group is back to meeting in-person and online – 
join us at 7 am on Saturday mornings by driving to the church or 
clicking on the link from our website! 

 
Weekly Calendar 

Sun. Mar 07 Sunday Worship Live-Streaming and In-Person 9:00 a.m. 
Tue. Mar 09 Food Pantry Service Opportunity 3:00-6:30 p.m. 
Wed. Mar 10 Live-Streaming Bible Study – Screwtape Letters 6:30 p.m. 
Thur. Mar 11 Food Pantry Service Opportunity 3:00-6:30 p.m. 
Sat. Mar 13 Men’s Group – Live-Streaming and In-Person 7:00 a.m. 
Sun. Mar 14 Sunday Worship Live-Streaming and In-Person 9:00 a.m.  
 
 
 

 
  

March’s Memory 
Verse 

Psalm 27:1 

"The Lord is my light and my salvation; 
whom shall I fear?" 



MARCH 7, 2021  
THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 
 

 
Christ crucified is the power and wisdom of God. 
 

DAILY BIBLE READINGS  
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.  

 Sunday   John 2:13-22  Jesus cleanses the temple. 

 Monday   Exodus 20:1-17   The Ten Commandments 

 Tuesday   1 Corinthians 1:18-25  Christ crucified 

 Wednesday   Matthew 22:34-40   The greatest commandment 

 Thursday   Matthew 5:43-48   Love for enemies 

 Friday   Romans 13:8-10   Love for one another 

 Saturday   Psalm 19   God as creator and giver of the law 

 Sunday   John 3:14-21   God so loved the world 
 

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK  
For Jews demand signs and Greeks desire wisdom, but we proclaim Christ 

crucified, a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles. 1 Corinthians 
1:22-23 (NRSV)  
 

PRAYERS AND BLESSING  
A Prayer for the Week:  
God so wise and strong, help us to worship you alone and to follow your Son, our 
Lord Jesus Christ, with all we say, do, and think. Amen.   
   

Mealtime Prayer:  
For all we eat and all we wear, for daily bread and loving care, we thank you, God. 
Amen.   
  

A Blessing to Give:  
May the God whose foolishness is wiser than human wisdom and whose weakness 
is stronger than human strength give life to your soul and joy to your heart. (Psalm 
19:7-8)  
 
 

 

© 2018 Milestones Ministry, LLC. All rights reserved. 
In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an 

effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org 

 



CARING CONVERSATIONS 
Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:  
• How do you show others that you care for them?   
• The Ten Commandments are simple—but not easy—ways to care for others 

and honor God. Pick one of the Commandments and talk about how it helps 
you care for your neighbor and honor God?  

• God shows love for us through the cross of Christ. How is that a surprising 
way to show us God’s love?  

 

DEVOTIONS  
Read: Exodus 20:1-17.  
The Ten Commandments tell us how God wants us to live and care for our 
neighbor. Look at the Ten Commandments, two at a time. Talk about them with 
others. Pray for God’s help to care for others through them. Use them to serve 
others this week. Consider memorizing the Commandments. Monday:  I am the 
Lord your God: you shall have no other gods.  You shall not take the name of the 
Lord your God in vain. Tuesday: Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy.  
Honor your father and your mother. Wednesday: You shall not kill. You shall not 
commit adultery.  Thursday:  You shall not steal. You shall not bear false witness 
against your neighbor.  Friday:  You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You 
shall not covet your neighbor’s wife or his manservant or his maidservant or his 
cattle or anything that is your neighbor’s.  
 Pray: “Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable 
to you, O LORD, my rock and my redeemer.” (Psalm 19:14)  

SERVICE  
The Ten Commandments identify Christian vocation, how we live a faithful and 
loving life as a follower of Jesus. List the work, study, worship, and play activities 
you do each week and identify which of the Ten Commandments that effort obeys 
(or disobeys).  

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS  
In the cleansing of the temple (John 2:13-22) Jesus spoke of his body as the 
temple. The church would learn that wherever people worship Jesus, there is the 
dwelling place of God. This includes your own home. Mark out a place where you 
dwell to be a special place of worship to pray, meditate, and even sing hymns to 
God. Go to that place and read 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 and pray: Dear Jesus, help 
me to receive and trust the message of the cross that is the power and wisdom 
of God. Help me to honor this space to know and remember that you are with 
me to love you and care for others. Let the words of my mouth and the 
meditation of my heart be acceptable to you, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer. 
Amen. 
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