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January 17th, 2021

2nd Sunday after Epiphany

This week we will be worshipping on-line through Zoom and
Facebook. There will be a link on our website to watch on Zoom, or
you can watch the live-stream on Facebook! Stay safe and God bless!

Gathering
Welcome/Greeting/Announcements
Call to Worship
In the silence of a lonely night, in the songs children sing in the morning,
God calls to us.
We are here, God who is always with us, listening for your words of
life and love.
When we would decide to go it alone, when we think no good can be
found anywhere, Jesus calls to us.
We are here, Friend who knows our longings, ready to come and see
where you would lead us.
When we think we have license to do whatever we want, when we are
convinced we need no map, the Spirit calls to us.
We are here, Peace we are longing for, so that we might help others
find the way to life.

Nicene Creed
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and
earth, of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally
begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from
true God, begotten, not made, of one Being with the Father; through
him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down
from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary and
became truly human. For our sake he was crucified under Pontius
Pilate; he suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose
again in accordance with the scriptures; he ascended into heaven and
is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to
judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds
from the Father and the Son, who with the Father and the Son is
worshiped and glorified, who has spoken through the prophets. We
believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church. We acknowledge
one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. We look for the resurrection
of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

Gathering Songs
Prayer of the Day

Word
FIRST READING: 1 Samuel 3:1-10 (NRSV)
1Now the boy Samuel was ministering to the LORD under Eli. The word
of the LORD was rare in those days; visions were not widespread. 2At
that time Eli, whose eyesight had begun to grow dim so that he could
not see, was lying down in his room; 3the lamp of God had not yet gone
out, and Samuel was lying down in the temple of the LORD, where the
ark of God was. 4Then the LORD called, “Samuel! Samuel!” and he said,
“Here I am!” 5and ran to Eli, and said, “Here I am, for you called me.”
But he said, “I did not call; lie down again.” So he went and lay down.
6The LORD called again, “Samuel!” Samuel got up and went to Eli, and
said, “Here I am, for you called me.” But he said, “I did not call, my son;
lie down again.” 7Now Samuel did not yet know the LORD, and the word
of the LORD had not yet been revealed to him. 8The LORD called Samuel
again, a third time. And he got up and went to Eli, and said, “Here I am,
for you called me.” Then Eli perceived that the LORD was calling the
boy. 9Therefore Eli said to Samuel, “Go, lie down; and if he calls you,
you shall say, ‘Speak, LORD, for your servant is listening.’ ” So Samuel
went and lay down in his place. 10Now the LORD came and stood there,
calling as before, “Samuel! Samuel!” And Samuel said, “Speak, for your
servant is listening.”
Responsive Reading: Psalm 139:1-6, 13-18 (NRSV)
1O Lord, you have searched me and known me.
2You know when I sit down and when I rise up; you discern my
thoughts from far away.
3You search out my path and my lying down, and are acquainted with all
my ways.
4Even before a word is on my tongue, O Lord, you know it completely.
5You hem me in, behind and before, and lay your hand upon me.
6Such knowledge is too wonderful for me; it is so high that I cannot
attain it.
13For it was you who formed my inward parts; you knit me together in
my mother’s womb.
14I praise you, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made. Wonderful are
your works; that I know very well.
15My frame was not hidden from you, when I was being made in secret,
intricately woven in the depths of the earth.
16Your eyes beheld my unformed substance. In your book were
written all the days that were formed for me, when none of them as
yet existed.
17How weighty to me are your thoughts, O God! How vast is the sum of
them!
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try to count them—they are more than the sand; I come to the
end—I am still with you.
SECOND READING: Revelation 22:13-17 (NRSV)
13I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning
and the end.” 14Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they
will have the right to the tree of life and may enter the city by the
gates. 15Outside are the dogs and sorcerers and fornicators and
murderers and idolaters, and everyone who loves and practices
falsehood. 16“It is I, Jesus, who sent my angel to you with this testimony
for the churches. I am the root and the descendant of David, the bright
morning star.” 17The Spirit and the bride say, “Come.” And let everyone
who hears say, “Come.” And let everyone who is thirsty come. Let
anyone who wishes take the water of life as a gift.
GOSPEL: John 1:43-51 (NRSV)
43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee…
This is the gospel of the Lord! Thanks be to God!

Message
Prayers of Intercession
Meal
Offering: Friends, while our programs and in-person worship are
temporarily modified, our responsibilities for our regular bills
(mortgage, utilities, payroll, etc.) continue. Please send your gifts to the
church office: 5050 N. Johnsburg Rd., Johnsburg, IL 60051 Or you may
give online at www.joyfulharvest.org

Call to Reconciliation
We are foolish enough to think you do not know our hearts, hear our
words, see the mistakes we make, and the pain we cause. But because
you are not only holy and know, you are gracious and forgive. Hear us
now, as we offer our lives and hearts to you, praying together,
Because we are so focused on ourselves, God of every life, it is hard to
see the lives which others endure. When we are so worried about
how the economy will affect us, we do not notice those in need
around us. As we grumble about our aches and pains, and about how
difficult it is to get out of the bed each day, we easily ignore the
broken. Forgive us, God of goodness and grace. Speak to us of
healing, so we might bring help to others. Speak to us of grace, so
hearing, we may share it with everyone we meet. Speak to us of love
and life, so we may offer it as freely as Jesus Christ, our Lord and
Savior, brought it to us.

Silence is kept…
Come and see! God grace is poured out on everyone, God’s hope is
freely shared in every moment, forgiveness is the gift which mends our
foolish lives.
Thanks be to God. We are surrounded by God’s love and mercy, now
and to the very end! Amen.

Lord’s Supper
Words of Institution and Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day
our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those
who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver
us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen

Communion Song
Sending
Sending Song
Sending and Benediction
God sends us out, so that grace will not be rare in our time.
Here we are, ready to go and share love and mercy with those around
us.
Jesus calls us to go out, so that justice will not be rare in our time.
Here we are, ready to speak truth to power, walking with those on
oppression’s mean streets.
The Spirit fills us with compassion, so that peace will not be rare in our
time.
Here we are, offering hope to those living in fear, working for
reconciliation in brokenness.

Commissioning
At Joyful Harvest Church, our mission is growing together for Christ.
As disciples of Jesus Christ, we value: Family Worship, Relying on Prayer,
Unity in Christ, Instruction in the Word, Telling Others, and Service to
God’s Community.
Let us go in peace to love and serve the Lord! Thanks be to God!
Songs are reproduced, projected, and streamed with permission under CCLI #1029838.
Portions of the liturgy are Copyright © Thom M. Shuman 2018
Portions of the liturgy are copyright © Augsburg Fortress 2020
Portions of the liturgy are copyright © Joyful Harvest Church, ELCA 2020

Announcements
Live-Streaming Wednesday Evening Bible Study! DiscipleShip is back!
Weekly Wednesday evening Bible Study at 6:30 p.m. Follow the link on
the website! “See” you then!
Rummage Sale: Check out our online rummage sale – we’re posting
some of the larger items in the basement to Facebook Marketplace so
we can keep the pile in the basement manageable! Check it out –
there’s probably something there that you desperately need! Go to
Facebook Marketplace and search Theresa Ancona!
Donate to help the ministries of Joyful Harvest!
Scan the QR code on the left with your mobile device.
You’ll go straight to our online giving page to set up a
one-time or recurring gift through your debit/credit card
processed through PayPal. Thank you!!
Men’s Group: Men’s group is back to meeting virtually – join us at 7
am on Saturday mornings by clicking on the link from our website!
Weekly Calendar
Sun. Jan 17 Sunday Worship – Live-Streaming Worship
9:00 a.m.
Tue. Jan 19 Food Pantry Service Opportunity
3:00-6:30 p.m.
Wed. Jan 20 DiscipleShip Bible Study – Live-Streaming
6:30 p.m.
Thur. Jan 21 Food Pantry Service Opportunity
3:00-6:30 p.m.
Sat. Jan 23 Men’s Group – Live-Streaming
7:00 a.m.
Sat. Jam 23 Blood Drive – Sign up now!
8:00-noon
Sun. Jan 24 Sunday Worship – Live-Streaming Worship
9:00 a.m.
Susan Mercado has set up a Joyful Harvest web page that will help
JH financially! Go to savingwithsusan.com/joyfulharvest and click
on your favorite online shopping sites; or click on the link on the
right side of the our homepage!. The church will receive a
commission on everything you buy and you pay nothing extra!

January’s Memory
Verse
Psalm 18:2

"The Lord is my rock, my fortress, and my
deliverer."

JANUARY 17, 2021
SECOND SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY
We are called to be God’s servants.
DAILY BIBLE READINGS
These passages are related to the Lectionary texts for this Sunday.
Sunday

John 1:43-51

Jesus calls Philip and Nathanael

Monday

1 Samuel 3:1-20

The call of Samuel

Tuesday

1 Corinthians 6:12-20 Honor God with your body

Wednesday Romans 8:31-39

God’s love in Christ Jesus

Thursday

Genesis 28:10-17

God blesses Jacob

Friday

1 Corinthians 1:1-9

Called to be saints

Saturday

Psalm 139

The Lord knows us well

Sunday

Mark 1:14-20

Jesus calls disciples

SCRIPTURE VERSE FOR THIS WEEK
O Lord, you have searched me and known me. You know when I sit down and
when I rise up; you discern my thoughts from far away. Psalm 139:1-2 (NRSV)

PRAYERS AND BLESSING
A Prayer for the Week:
Jesus, Son of God, you have searched me and known me. Thank you for calling me
to follow you as a beloved child of God. Amen.
Mealtime Prayer:
God bless this food. God bless this day. God keep us safe in every way. Amen.
A Blessing to Give:
May the God who knows when you sit down and when you rise up, who is
acquainted with all your ways, give you the freedom to serve the world with joy.

© 2021 Milestones Ministry, LLC. All rights reserved.
In addition to Taking Faith Home, celebrate milestones in your daily life as an
effective faith formation tool. Go to: www.milestonesministry.org

CARING CONVERSATIONS
Take a moment to tell or think about a recent mountain high and/or valley low in
your life. Discuss in your home, small group, or use for personal reflections:
• What does it mean to you to be called by God?
• When have you sensed God calling you to be a servant of God’s love?
• Psalm 139 speaks of a God who knows us and cares for us very intimately.
What does it mean to you to have a God who cares for you and knows you
so personally?

DEVOTIONS
Read: 1 Samuel 3:9-10. It is easy to accept that pastors have a call from God, but
we all have a call from God, one that begins in baptism. Eli tells Samuel to listen to
God’s call to Samuel. Philip tells Nathanael to “come and see” (John 1:46). Psalm
139 gives praise to God who knows and cares for the psalmist quite personally
(verses 1-3). When do you sense the call and care of God? Who helps you listen to
and recognize God in your life? Pray the following prayer:
Pray: Dear God, you have called me by name and send me out into your world
to do your work and will each day. Help me to hear your voice and to do your
will for the sake of Christ who has come to bring salvation to all. Amen.

SERVICE
When Jesus called Philip to follow him, Philip wanted to share the good news of
Jesus with his friend Nathanael. It is an example of faith that is formed through,
personal, trusted relationships. Identify a personal friend or family member to
share the love and hope that Jesus brings. It can be someone who is already
Christian and who could use the encouragement of your own faith practice. Fellow
Christians also need the affirmation of faith that others can bring. Consider using
portions of Taking Faith Home with that person to initiate conversation and
prayer.

RITUALS AND TRADITIONS
Psalm 139 offers one of the most personal and intimate expressions of God’s care
and presence for one’s life in the Bible. Like the Apostle Paul states in Romans
8:38-39, nothing can separate us from God’s love. Read Psalm 139 slowly several
times and select a verse to reflect on during the week, one that perhaps has
special meaning for your current circumstances. Memorize and pray the verse
during the week.
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Join us for worship: Sundays 9 am!

