The Infancy Gospel of Thomas
by Mark M. Mattison
The following translation has been committed to the public domain and may be freely copied and used,
changed or unchanged, for any purpose. It is based on the earliest Greek manuscript, Hagios Saba 259. For
more information about Hagios Saba 259, see the Manuscript Information page. For additional information
about the translation, see the introduction to the PDF version.
For additional reflections about the history, context, and meaning of the Infancy Gospel of Thomas, see my
book, The Infancy Gospels: Exploring Jesus’ Family.
Symbols
(
/
<
[

) Editorial insertion
\ Editorial revision
> Unintelligible word
] Gap in the text

Chapter 1: Prologue
I, Thomas the Israelite, thought it necessary to make known to all the Gentile brothers (and sisters) all the
things done by our Lord Jesus Christ in the village of Nazareth, after he was born in our region of Bethlehem.
This is the beginning:
Chapter 2: Jesus Makes Sparrows
(1) The child Jesus was five years old. After it rained, he was playing at the ford of a flowing stream. And
stirring up the dirty waters, he gathered them into pools, and he made them clean and excellent, ordering
them by word alone – and not ordering them by a deed.
(2) Then, having taken soft clay from the mud, he formed twelve sparrows from it. But it was the Sabbath
when he did these things, and many children were with him.
(3) But a certain Jew saw the child Jesus with the other children doing these things. He went to Joseph his
father and slandered the child Jesus, saying that “he made clay on the Sabbath, which isn’t permissible, and
formed twelve sparrows.”
(4) And Joseph went and rebuked him (Jesus), saying, “Why are you doing these things on the Sabbath?”
But Jesus clapped his hands, ordering the birds with a shout in front of all, and said, “Go, take flight like living
beings!” And the sparrows, taking flight, went away squawking.
(5) And having seen this, the Pharisee was amazed, and he reported it to all his friends.
Chapter 3: Jesus Curses Annas’ Son
(1) And the son of Annas the high priest said to him (Jesus), “Why are you doing such a thing on the Sabbath?”
And having taken a willow twig, he destroyed the pools and drained the water which Jesus had gathered, and
he dried up their gatherings.
(2) But having seen what had happened, Jesus said to him, “Your fruit (will have) no root, and your shoot will
be withered like a scorched branch in a violent wind!”

(3) And immediately that child withered away.
Chapter 4: Jesus Curses a Careless Child
(1) From there he was going with his father Joseph, and someone running struck his shoulder. And Jesus said
to him, “Cursed be you because of your leader!”
And immediately he died.
And the people who saw that he had died immediately cried out and said, “From where was this child born,
that his word becomes deed?”
(2) And when the parents of the dead child saw what had happened, they blamed Joseph his father, saying,
“From wherever you have this child, you can’t live with us in this village. If you want to be here, teach him to
bless and not to curse, because our child has been taken away from us.”
Chapter 5: Joseph Confronts Jesus
(1) And Joseph said to Jesus, “Why do you say such things, and they suffer and hate us?”
And the child said to Joseph, “Since you know wise words, you’re not ignorant of where they came from; /they
were spoken about a five-year-old.\ And they won’t be raised, and these will receive their punishment.”
And immediately those accusing him became blind.
(2) And Joseph took his (Jesus’) ear and pulled hard.
(3) And Jesus said to him, “It’s enough for you seek and find me, and not, beyond that, to scourge me by
having taken on a natural ignorance. You haven’t clearly seen me, why I’m yours. Look! I’ve been subdued
before you.”
Chapter 6: First Teacher, Zacchaeus
(1) A teacher named Zacchaeus (was) standing (there), hearing Jesus saying these things to his father Joseph,
and he was very amazed.
(2) And he said to Joseph, “Come, give him (to me), brother, so that he may be taught letters, and so that he
may know all knowledge, and learn to love those his own age, and honor old age and respect elders, so that
he may acquire a yearning for children, teaching them in return.”
(3) But Joseph said to the teacher, “And who can control this child and teach him? Don’t think of him as a
small person, brother.”
But the teacher said, “Give him to me, brother, and don’t let him concern you.”
(4) And the child Jesus looked at them and said to the teacher this speech: “Being a teacher comes naturally to
you, but you’re a stranger to the name with which you’re named, because I’m outside of you and I’m within
you on account of the nobility of my birth in the flesh. But you, a lawyer, don’t know the law.”
And he said to Joseph, “When you were born, I existed, standing beside you so that as a father you may be
taught a teaching by me which no one else knows or can teach. And you will bear the name of salvation.”
(5) And the Jews cried out and said to him, “Oh new and incredible wonder! The child is perhaps five years old,
and oh, what words he says! We’ve never known such words. No one – neither a lawyer nor a Pharisee – has
spoken like this child.”

(6) The child answered them and said, “Why are you amazed? Or rather, why don’t you believe the things I’ve
said to you? The truth is that I, who was created before this world, know accurately when you were born, and
your fathers, and their fathers.”
(7) And all the people who heard this were speechless, no longer able to talk to him. But he went up to them,
skipped around, and said, “I was playing with you because I know you’re small-minded, and amazed with small
things.”
(8) Now when they seemed comforted by the child’s encouragement, the teacher said to his father, “Come,
bring him into the school. I’ll teach him letters.”
And Joseph took his hand and led him into the school. And the teacher flattered him, brought him into the
school, and Zacchaeus wrote the alphabet for him and began to teach him, saying the same letter frequently.
But the child didn’t answer him.
And the teacher became irritated and struck him on the head.
And the child became irritated and said to him, “I want to teach you rather than be taught by you, since I know
the letters you’re teaching more accurately. To me these things are like a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal that
don’t bring out the sound, nor the glory, nor the power of understanding.”
(9) When the child’s anger ceased, he said all the letters by himself, from the alpha to the omega, very
skillfully. And looking straight at the teacher he said, “If you don’t know the nature of the alpha, how can you
teach another the beta? Hypocrite! If you know, first teach me the alpha, and then I will trust you to speak of
the beta.” Then he began to teach the teacher about the first element. And he couldn’t say anything to him.
(10) While many listened, he said to the teacher, “Listen, Teacher, and understand the arrangement of the
first element. Now, notice how it has sharp lines and a middle stroke, which you see pointing, standing with
legs apart, coming together, going out, dragging behind, lifting up, dancing around, <…>, in triple rhythm, twocornered, of the same form, of the same thickness, of the same family, raised, balanced, isometric, of equal
proportions. These are the lines of the alpha.”
Chapter 7: Zacchaeus’ Lament
(1) When the teacher heard such good familiarity (and) such lines of the first letter Jesus talked about, he was
baffled by such teaching and his defense. And the teacher said, “Woe is me! Woe is me! I’ve been baffled and
am miserable. I’ve brought shame on myself, taking on this child.
(2) “Take (him) away from me, brother, because I can’t bear his gaze, nor the clarity of his word. This child is
simply not of this earth. He can even tame fire! Perhaps this child existed before the creation of the world.
What kind of womb bore him? What kind of mother raised him? I don’t know. Woe is me, brother! He
stupefies me. My mind can’t follow him. I’ve deceived myself, thrice-unhappy as I am. I thought to gain a
disciple, and I’m found having a teacher.
(3) “Friends, I ponder my shame, old man that I am, that I’ve been defeated by a child. I should be cast out and
die, or flee this village because of this child. I can’t be seen any longer among everyone, especially those who
saw that I was defeated by a very small child. But what can I say or tell anyone about the lines of the first
element? The truth is that I don’t know, friends, because I understand neither the beginning nor the end!
(4) “Therefore, brother Joseph, lead him away with salvation into your house, because this child is a great
thing – whether a god or an angel or whatever else I might say – I don’t know.”

Chapter 8: Jesus’ Response
(1) The child Jesus laughed and said, “Now may the barren bear fruit, the blind see, and the foolish in heart
find understanding: that I’m here from above, so that I may deliver those below and call them up, just as the
one who sent me to you has ordered me.”
(2) And immediately all who had fallen under his curse were saved. And no one dared to provoke him from
then on.
Chapter 9: Jesus Raises Zeno
(1) And again, after many days, Jesus was playing with other children on a certain roof of an upstairs room. But
one of the children fell and died. And the other children saw this and went into their houses. And they left
Jesus alone.
(2) And the parents of the child who had died came and accused Jesus, saying, “You pushed down our child!”
But Jesus said, “I didn’t push him down.”
(3) And they were raging and shouting. Jesus came down from the roof and stood beside the body and cried
out in a loud voice, saying, “Zeno, Zeno” – because this was his name – “Rise and say whether I pushed you
down.”
And he rose and said, “No, sir.”
And they saw and were amazed.
And again Jesus said to him, “Fall asleep!”
And the parents of the child praised God and worshipped the child Jesus.
Chapter 10: Jesus Heals a Woodcutter
In Hagios Saba 259, this passage appears after Chapter 16.
(1) Again, a certain young man was splitting wood into equal parts. And he split the bottom of his foot, bled
out, and died.
(2) A commotion arose, and Jesus ran there. Forcing his way through the crowd, he seized the stricken foot,
and immediately it was healed. And he said to the young man, “Go, split your wood.”
(3) And the crowds saw and were amazed and said, “For he saved many souls from death, and he will continue
to save all the days of his life.”
Chapter 11: Jesus Carries Water in his Cloak
(1) And the child Jesus was about seven years old, and his mother Mary sent him to fill up water. But there
was a great crowd at the water cistern, and the pitcher was struck and broke.
(2) But Jesus spread out the cloak he was wearing, filled it with water, and carried it to his mother. And Mary
saw what sign Jesus had done. She kissed him, saying, “Lord, my God, bless our child,” because they were
afraid lest someone bewitch him.

Chapter 12: Miracle of the Harvest
(1) And at the time of the sowing, Joseph sowed seeds, and the child Jesus sowed one measure of wheat.
(2) And his father reaped a hundred great measures. And he gave graciously to the poor and the orphans. But
Joseph took from Jesus’ seeds.
Chapter 13: Miracle of the Bed
(1) Now he (Jesus) was about eight years old. And his father, being a carpenter who made ploughs and yokes,
took a bed from a certain rich man so that he might make it very great and suitable. And one of the beams,
called the (…), was shorter; it didn’t have the (right) length. Joseph was grieved, and didn’t know what to do.
The child came to his father and said, “Set down the two boards and line them up on your end.”
(2) And Joseph did just as he said to him. And the child Jesus stood at the other end and seized the short board
and stretched it. And he made it equal with the other board.
And he said to his father, “Don’t grieve, but make whatever you want to.”
And Joseph embraced and kissed him, saying, “Blessed am I, that God gave this child to me.”
Chapter 14: Second Teacher
(1) And Joseph saw his (Jesus’) wisdom and understanding. He didn’t want him to be unacquainted with
letters, but gave him over to another teacher.
And the teacher wrote the alphabet for him (Jesus) and said, “Say alpha.”
(2) And the child said, “First you tell me what the beta is, and I’ll tell you what the alpha is.”
And the teacher became irritated and struck him. And Jesus cursed him, and the teacher fell and died.
(3) And the child went into his house to his parents, and Joseph called his (Jesus’) mother and ordered her not
to set him (Jesus) free from the house so that those who provoke him may not die.
Chapter 15: Third Teacher
(1) And after some days, again another teacher said to his (Jesus’) father Joseph: “Come, brother, give him to
me in the school so that with flattery I can teach him letters.”
And Joseph said to him, “If you have courage, brother, take him with salvation.”
And the teacher took the child by the hand and led him away with much fear and concern. And the child went
gladly.
(2) And entering the school, he (Jesus) found a book lying on the lectern. And he took it, but he didn’t read
what was written in it, because it wasn’t from God’s law. But he opened his mouth and uttered words so
impressive that the teacher seated opposite heard him very gladly and encouraged him so that he might say
more. And the crowd standing there was amazed at his holy words.
(3) And Joseph ran quickly to the school, suspecting that this teacher was no longer inexperienced and
suffered. But the teacher said to Joseph, “So that you know, brother, I indeed took your child as a disciple, but
he’s full of much grace and wisdom. Therefore, brother, lead him away with salvation into your house.”

(4) And he (Jesus) said to the teacher, “Since you spoke correctly and testified correctly, the one struck down
will also be saved because of you.” And immediately that teacher also was saved. And taking the child, he
(Joseph) led him (Jesus) away into his house.
Chapter 16: Jesus Heals James’ Snakebite
(1) And James went into the grove to tie up sticks so that they might make bread. And Jesus went with him.
And as they were gathering the sticks, a terrible snake bit James on his hand.
(2) And he was sprawled out and dying. And the child Jesus ran to James and blew on the bite, and
immediately the bite was healed. And the beast was destroyed, and James was saved.
Hagios Saba 259 lacks Chapters 17 and 18. Consequently, the two chapters presented here are based on later
Greek manuscripts.
Chapter 17: Jesus Heals a Baby
(1) And after these things, in Joseph’s neighborhood a certain baby was sick and died. And his mother wept
very much.
But Jesus heard that there was great grief and commotion, and he ran quickly. And he found the child dead,
touched his chest, and said, “I say to you, baby, don’t die, but live, and be with your mother.”
And he (the baby) looked up immediately and laughed. And he (Jesus) said to the mother, “Take your child,
give him milk, and remember me.”
(2) And the crowd standing there was amazed, and said, “The truth is, this child is a god or an angel, because
his every word becomes a deed!”
And Jesus went away again and played with the children.
Chapter 18: Jesus Heals a Builder
(1) And after some time, a building was being constructed. There was a great commotion, and Jesus got up
and went there.
And seeing a man lying dead, he (Jesus) seized his (the man’s) hand and said, “I tell you, man, rise and do your
work.” And he (the man) immediately rose and worshipped him.
(2) And the crowd saw and was amazed and said, “This child is from heaven, for he saved many souls from
death, and he will continue to save all the days of his life.”
Chapter 19: Jesus in the Temple
(1) And when Jesus was twelve years old, his parents went, according to custom, to Jerusalem for the festival
of the Passover. But during their return, Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. And his parents didn’t know.
(2) And assuming him to be in the traveling company, they went a day’s journey and searched for him among
their known relatives. And not finding him, they returned to Jerusalem and searched for him.
And after three days, they found him in the temple sitting in the middle of the teachers, and listening to them
and questioning them. And those hearing him were surprised how he questioned the elders and explained the
main points of the law and the riddles and the parables of the prophets.

(3) And his mother said to him, “Child, what have you done to us? Look, we’ve been searching for you in pain
and grieving.”
And Jesus said, “Why were you looking for me? Didn’t you know that it’s necessary for me to be in the place of
my Father?”
(4) And the scribes and the Pharisees said to Mary, “You’re the mother of this child?”
She said, “I am.”
And they said to her, “Blessed are you that the Lord God has blessed the fruit of your womb, because we’ve
never seen such wisdom of praise and glory of virtue.”
(5) And Jesus stood up and followed his mother from there, and was obedient to his parents. And she
treasured all these things, pondering them in her heart.
And Jesus advanced in wisdom and maturity and grace before God and humans. To whom be the [glory …].
Notes
Chapter 1: The prologue is probably not original. This Gospel nowhere else describes Jesus as “Lord” or
“Christ” (except possibly in Chapter 9; cf. below). Typically he’s designated either “Jesus” or “the child Jesus.”
Chapters 3 and 4: Presumably these curses are reversed in 8.2, and the children are brought back to life.
Chapter 5: they were spoken about a five-year-old. Based on the reconstruction of Reidar Aasgaard, The
Childhood of Jesus: Decoding the Apocryphal Infancy Gospel of Thomas (James Clarke & Co.), 2010, p. 221;
these words are left untranslated by Tony Burke, De Infantia Iesu Evangelium Thomae Graece (Brepols), 2010,
p. 306.
Chapter 6: I, who was created before this world. An allusion to Wisdom in Proverbs 8:22 (correspondence with
Samuel Zinner dated December 18, 2018). Aasgaard (op. cit., pp. 142, 236) renders this phrase as “I – and he
<who existed> before this world was created.” <…> This word is unintelligible in the Greek. Cf. Burke, op. cit.,
pp. 318, 319.
Chapter 9: “Zeno, Zeno” – because this was his name. Likely an allusion to one of the prominent philosophers
(correspondence with Samuel Zinner dated December 18, 2018). In the later Greek recensions, Jesus doesn’t
instruct Zeno to “fall asleep” again. “No, sir.” The word for “sir” (kyrios) could also mean “Lord” or “Master.”
Other translations choose “Lord.”
Chapter 13: “called the (…).” One or more words appear to have been omitted from Hagios Saba 259.
Chapter 15: And immediately that teacher also was saved. The second teacher, from chapter 14.
Chapters 17 and 18: For the Greek transcript followed here, cf. Constantin von Tischendorf, Evangelia
Apocrypha (2nd ed.; Leipzig: Mendelssohn), 1876, pp. 140-157, in Rick Brannan, Greek Apocryphal Gospels,
Fragments & Agrapha: Texts and Transcriptions (Lexham Press), 2013; Bart D. Ehrman and Zlatko Pleše, The
Apocryphal Gospels: Texts and Translations (Oxford University Press), 2011.
Chapter 18: a building was being constructed. Burke proposes that a line of text describing the worker falling
has been accidentally omitted. Cf. Burke, op. cit., p. 384, n.1. Other manuscripts describe “a certain builder”
falling and dying. Cf. Burke, op. cit., pp. 444, 445.

