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Our Core Values:
Family Worship

Relying on Prayer

Unity in Christ

Instruction in the Word

Telling Others

Service to 
 God’s Community

5050 N. Johnsburg Road
Located at the corner of Johnsburg and Ringwood Roads

Johnsburg, IL 60051
847•497•4569

www.joyfulharvest.org
Pastor Doug Liston - pastor@joyfulharvest.org

The Grapevine
December, 2013                     Volume 4, Issue 11        

JOYFUL HARVEST CHURCH • “Growing Together for Christ”

D e c e m b e rD e c e m b e r
SPECIAL DATESSPECIAL DATES

Movie Night.............................Dec. 3rd

Teen Fun Night........................Dec. 8th

African Children’s Choir.....Dec. 10th

Cookie Exchange.................Dec. 14th

Confi rmation Class..............Dec. 15th

Blue Christmas Worship....Dec. 22nd

Christmas Eve 
 Candelight Worship........Dec. 24th

Worship with
Holy Communion

Saturdays................6:00 pm
Sundays...................8:30 am
Sundays.................10:45 am

Sunday School &
Adult Bible Study

Sundays...................9:30 am



Who’s Who at 
Joyful Harvest
Council Members:

President:
 Cher Liska.......................224-436-0615
 Email:  cml73155@att.net

Vice President: 
 Theresa Hoffman.......815-236-3781
 Email:  theresacandles@sbcglobal.net

Secretary:
 Bill Rudzena..................815-347-4746
 Email:  william6379@comcast.net
 deb_kelly@comcast.net
At Large:
 Allen Gates....................815-482-8600 
 Email:  alandgates@gmail.com
 Linda Murphy..............815-669-4477
 Email:  mrs.linda.murphy@gmail.com
 Juanita Roth..............815-385-5935
 Email: jroth55618@aol.com

Pastor:
 Doug Liston...................847-497-5452
 Email:  pastor@joyfulharvest.org

Ministry Team Leaders:

Education Team Coordinators:
 Holly Smith....................262-298-7055
 Email:  hollsly84@gmail.com
 Glen Stevens.................262-298-7055
 Email:  stevensmarried2@aol.com 

Facilities Director :
 Dan Kelly.........................847-497-3518
 Email:  deb_kelly@comcast.net

�

GrapeVine Articles:
To submit an article for January 2014

email Cindy Kutz at
info@classicprintery.com

by December 15th

For any newsletter submissions . . .
Newsletter Chairperson:

Cindy Kutz........................815-385-3124
or 847-546-6555

Email:  info@classicprintery.com
Fax:  847-546-6558

or leave for Cindy in the
newsletter mail slot in Secretary’s Offi ce.

To submit a bulletin announcement:
Email it to offi ce@joyfulharvest.org

by Wednesday each week.
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Christmas! 

It isn’t even Thanksgiving yet, and the Christmas decorations are 
out on many homes, Christmas items fi ll many stores and Christmas 
commercials litter the airways.  But are we really celebrating Christmas?

I like Christmas as much as anyone.  The tree, the lights, family, friends, 
presents…  It is a wonderful time of year.  But is Christmas getting 
lost amid all of the hustle and bustle of the season?  The perennial 
question is: “Is Christmas too commercial?”  I’m pretty sure the 

answer is a resounding “Yes!” How about a “Top Ten” list of reasons:
 10.  The only time you’ve heard Jesus mentioned this year was when your neighbor opened 

his Visa bill!
  9.  You mentioned the “Star in the East” to someone and they thought you were talking 

about Jackie Chan!
  8. Y our son thought St. Nick, Kris Kringle, and Father Christmas were the Three Wise Men.
  7. You got more Christmas Cards from companies than friends!
  6. When you hear the name Bethlehem, you think . . .Ah, steel manufacturing!
  5.  You asked your neighbor to come to church Christmas Eve, and they said, “What’s 

Christmas got to do with church?”
  4.  The last time you said “Merry Christmas” to someone, they called the “Politically 

Correct Police”!
  3.  When you got to the part in the Christmas account about there being “no room in the 

inn”, your fi rst thought was, “Maybe I should invest in the hospitality industry!”
  2.  When you told your Sunday School class about the Magi’s gifts, a couple of the kids 

wondered about their current market value!
And the number one reason why Christmas might be a little too commercial: 
  1. Simple, you spent more time, running and buying than you did coming to worship!

So, what’s the cure?  Do we need to put a damper on Christmas?  I don’t think so, we just need 
to take a step back and refl ect on just what God is trying to say to us during this time of year.  
We need to remember that Christ came, not so that we could go into debt buying presents, 
but that we might fi nd everything we need in God.

We need to remember that the tiny baby, born among the animals and laid in a feed trough was 
the best gift that we could ever receive.  We need to remember that Christmas without Christ 
is just a “mess.”  Okay, I made that one up, but it’s certainly true.

But there are ways to keep our Savior at the forefront of this season – and many are happening 
here at church.  Christmas without Christ is like a nicely wrapped box given as a present, but 
with no present inside! Make sure you’ve got the real thing this Christmas.  

Christmas . . . continued to page 4
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How about a top ten list of ways to keep Christ in Christmas?
  1.  Play holiday songs that focus on the Savior’s birth - “Silent Night”, “Hark 

The Herald Angels Sing”, “O Holy Night”, and “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen” to name 
a few.

  2.  Attend a Christmas worship service on Christmas Eve – Take a little time 
out of your holiday schedule to focus on worshipping God.

  3.  Volunteer to serve those less fortunate – honor Christ by doing what He 
did – help others in need.

  4.  Don’t settle for a watered down salutation of “Happy Holidays”; 
proudly say “Merry Christmas” to others – you can still wish people a “Happy 
Chanukah” or a “Happy Kwanza” as well, but don’t allow political correctness to stifl e 
your expression of your faith.

  5.  Tell your children the real story of Saint Nick instead of the fi ctional 
modern day version “Santa Claus” – Saint Nicholas’ story is a proud part of 
our Christian history and heritage. By telling his story, we honor both him and Jesus. To 
read Saint Nicholas’ story for teens, go to http://lifeteen.com/do-you-believe-in-santa-
the-real-story-of-st-nicholas.

  6.  Give gifts that center around Christ – little inexpensive gifts such as spices, 
perfume, crosses, and the like, help to refocus our thoughts on Christ because we can 
give others gifts similar to the ones the magi brought to Him.

  7.  Read the story of Christ’s birth from the Bible early Christmas morning 
with your family – this will truly bring the spirit of Christmas to your home.  You 
will fi nd the true Christmas story in Matthew chapters 1-2 and Luke chapters 1-2.

  8.  Rent or buy movies such as the “Greatest Story Ever Told”, “King of 
Kings”, or “Jesus of Nazareth” – watch these fi lms depicting the Lord’s birth 
and ministry with your family to really feel the spirit of Christmas.  We’re even showing 
“The Nativity Story” here at church on December 3.

  9.  Visit a nursing home or senior center with your children to teach them 
the joy of giving to others – Nothing helps a child understand their ability to give 
joy to others like having them bring gifts to those that society has forgotten about.

 10.  Say a simple, heartfelt prayer that God will spread peace over the 
face of the earth this Christmas season – amidst wars, famine, the “fi scal cliff”, 
and the tragedy at Sandy Hook elementary school, I’d say a prayer for a little peace is 
certainly in order. After all, Christ is called the Prince of Peace.

Check the calendar on the website and in this newsletter for many, many other ways to 
celebrate and remember what Christmas is all about.  And don’t forget to join us on Christmas 
Eve at 7 or 10 p.m. to praise God for the gift of Christ!

Christmas . . . continued from page 3
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You’re invited to the . . .

Christmas cookies and happy hearts,
this is how the holiday starts!

Saturday, December 14th, from 2:00-4:00 pm 
at Joyful Harvest Church

Please bring 3 dozen cookies (2 for the exchange and 1 to sample.)
Also, bring a container to take your cookies home in.

Coffee and other beverages will be provided.
A great way to fellowship and have fun.

The Concept:
Invite a group of bakers to come and have each one bring so many dozen (a number to be determined 
by the number invited) homemade cookies.  Bake up a big batch of your family’s favorite holiday 
treats and exchange baked goods together in a cheery, festive environment.  Everyone leaves with 
a variety of goodies to stash away for Christmas entertaining - and perhaps a new recipe or two.

A cookie exchange saves valuable time during the busiest season of the year.  It is much faster 
to make multiple batches of the same cookie, than to track down ingredients for 7 or 8 different 
recipes and prepare each one.

A cookie exchange provides you with a wonderful selection of homemade baked goods to 
serve your guests over the holidays.

A cookie exchange introduces new types of cookies to your palate and unique recipes to your 
repertoire.

See  you  there!
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Thanksgiving Meal Thanksgiving Meal 
& Fellowship 2013& Fellowship 2013

Great Worship . . . Great Food . . . Great Company . . . what more could you ask for?
In spite of the weather, everything was wonderful.
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The African Children’s Choir
On December 10, the African Children’s Choir will be performing here at Joyful Harvest at 7:00 
p.m.  Come join us to hear this amazing free concert!  The African Children’s Choir is composed 
of African children, aged 7 to 10 years old. Many have lost one or both parents through the 
devastation of war, famine and disease. They represent all the children of a continent and they 
demonstrate the potential of African children to become strong leaders for a better future in 
their land.

What is the concert like?
The children melt the hearts of audiences with their charming smiles and delightful African tunes, 
accompanied by ethnic instrumentation. The program features well-loved children’s songs, hand 
clapping, traditional spirituals and contemporary tunes. Nearly every performance is concluded 
with a thunderous standing ovation. A marvelous by-product of the concert is the inspiration 
the music brings to virtually every listener. In spite of the tragedy that has marred their young 
lives, the children are radiant with hope, musically gifted and wonderfully entertaining.

What is the purpose of their tour?
The primary goal of the Choir is to raise awareness of the need of destitute and orphaned 
children in Africa and to raise funds for continued development and support of the African 
Children’s Choir Programs. The Choir’s international educational endeavor provides unique 
training for the children. Once Choir members have completed a concert tour, they will return 
to their homelands with the tools necessary for bettering their future.
- See more at: http://africanchildrenschoir.com

Pa
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
4 5 6 7

11 12 13 148 9 10

19 20 2115 16 17 18

26 27 2822 23 24 25

27

7:00 am - Men’s Group
6:00 pm - Worship

7:00 am - Men’s Group
2:00-4:00 pm Cookie Exchange
6:00 pm - Worship

7:00 am - Men’s Group
6:00 pm - Worship
7:00 pm - Caroling on the corner
     and Potato Bake

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake
10:00 am - Kiddie Keys
4:30 pm - Pub(lic) Theology 
     at Half Time in Johnsburg
7:00 pm - African Children’s Choir

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake
10:00 am - Kiddie Keys
4:30 pm - Pub(lic) Theology 
     at Half Time in Johnsburg

2 3

31

Please pray for these Joyful Harvest families listed ifor the month of DecemberPlease pray for these Joyful Harvest families listed ifor the month of December

D&S Liston D&M Luszcz A.J.&S Miller D Miller R Miller

D&H Morley B&L Murphy J Nemec K&S Peight T&H Peterson B Rieke D Rigby

G&C Ritter J&J Romano J Roth B Sisk J&H Smith

C&V Stevens G&R Stevens B&D Truax S&M Tylkowski G Wolf

A Liston

7:00 am - Men’s Group
6:00 pm - Worship

30

9:30 am - Weight Watchers
6:00 pm - Cub Scout Den Mtg. 

J&J Lindsey

C&C Liska

DECEMBER 2013DECEMBER 2013

9:30 am - Weight Watchers
6:30 pm - Cub Scout Pack Mtg.

29

8:30 am - Worship
9:30 am - Sunday 

School
10:45 am - Worship
5:00 pm - Confi rmation 
     Class

J Roth B&R Rudzena

J&S Larkin

9:30 am - Weight Watchers
7:00 pm - Parish Project Group

8:30 am - Worship
9:30 am - Sunday 

School
10:45 am - Worship
7:00 pm - Blue Christmas

8:30 am - Worship
10:45 am - Worship 

9:30 am - Weight Watchers

6:00 pm - Church Council Meeting

1

M&M Kandray

Happy Anniversary
Mr. & Mrs. A. J. Miller

6:00 pm - Bread & Belonging
     Bible Study

6:00 pm - Choir practice

6:00 pm - Choir practice

6:00 pm - Choir practice

6:00 pm - Bread & Belonging
     Bible Study

Happy Birthday
Daniel Craig

Happy Birthday
Raven Hoffman & Jason Romano

D&D Kelly R&C Kutz T&S Ladouceur J&A Larkin
Happy Birthday

Dick Morley
Happy Birthday

Brian Rieke

Happy Birthday
Sarah Hagen

Happy Birthday
Tom Hankins

Happy Birthday
Jacob & Neco Miller

8:30 am - Worship
10:45 am - Worship
6:00 pm - TEEN 
      FUN NIGHT

8:30 am - Worship
9:30 am - Christmas
    Pageant
10:45 am - Worship
5:00 pm - Confi rmation 
     Class

6:00 pm - Bread & Belonging
Bible Study

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake
10:00 am - Kiddie Keys
6:00 pm - Movie Night &

Potluck Dinner 

9:30 am - Weight Watchers
6:30 pm - Cub Scout Pack Mtg.

7:00 pm - Christmas Eve Worship    
10:00 pm - Christmas Eve Worship
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· Alcohol · Illegal Drugs · Legal Drugs · Caffeine · Food · Nicotine · Control · Work · Sex · Approval · Codependency · Abuse · 
 

Has your addiction brought you to a 
DDEAD END? 

Faith-Based 12-Step Program 
for Freedom from Addiction 

 

Saturdays at 4:30 p.m.  
beginning December 7th 

Joyful Harvest Church, ELCA 
5050 N Johnsburg Road 

Johnsburg, IL  60051 

(847) 497-4569     www.joyfulharvest.org 
Anyone who is struggling with addictive behaviors 

is encouraged to attend. 
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HHAPPENINGS & SPECIAL EVENTSAPPENINGS & SPECIAL EVENTS

Poinsettias:
  Poinsettias are on sale for $8.00 each with $1.00 donation going to the 
NILHH Food Pantry.  There are forms in the narthex to fi ll out in regards 
to in “Honor: or “Memory”.  They will help decorate our sanctuary for the 
Christmas season.  Poinsettia orders must be in by December 15th.

Cookie Exchange:
  Saturday, December 14th from 2:00-4:00 pm at Joyful Harvest we’re 
hosting a Cookie Exchange.  Anyone interested should bring 3 doz. cookies 
(2 for the exchange and 1 to sample.) Also, bring a container to take your 
cookies home in.  Coffee and other beverages will be provided. Wonderful 
way to fellowship and have fun. Please sign up in the Narthex or call the 
church 847-497-4569.

Hanging of the Greens:
  On Saturday, November 30th from 9:00 am till noon we will be decorating the sanctuary for 
Christmas.  Many hands make for easy work.  Please mark your calendars and come join in the 
excitement of the season.

Caroling on the Corner and Potato Bake:
  Saturday, December 21st at 7:00 pm we will be having our Caroling on the Corner and Potato 
Bake.  Joyful Harvest will supply the baked potatoes and if everyone brings a topping for them, we 
will all share.  Then we will get dressed in costumes (that are provided) and go outside and sing in 
the nativity on the corner.  This is our oldest and most beautiful tradition.  Please come and be a 
part of it. 

Bethlehem’s Tower:
  First-time performed in the United States.  The debut performance will be at the Quentin 
Road Bible Baptist Church in Lake Zurich, IL. Bethlehem’s Tower, written by the Linda Scudder and 
arranged and orchestrated by Grammy and Dove Award winner, David T. Clydesdale, includes a 
300 voice combined choir, dramatic lighting, and live animals. Performances: Dec. 13th @ 7:30 pm, 
Dec. 14th and 15th @ 2:00 and 6:00pm. Call 847.438.4494 for tickets.

Movie Night:
  On December 3rd, we are gathering to watch “The Nativity Story”. A potluck meal will be 
at 6:00pm followed by the movie at 6:30pm. This is a powerful, timeless, visually-magnifi cent telling 
of the world’s most familiar story. (narrated by Dean Richards, WGN-TV)



Men’s Study Group:
 Are you searching for the meaning of life? Men’s Group is 
continuing to meet on Saturday mornings at 7:00 am at the church 
for fellowship and learning more about God’s call on our lives.  All 

men are invited to attend.  This is a great time to come join us.

Page 12

HHAPPENINGS & SPECIAL EVENTS APPENINGS & SPECIAL EVENTS (CONT.)(CONT.)

Choir Practice:
  Choir practice is Friday nights at 6:00 pm.  If you’d like to make joyful noise to 
the Lord, please see Pam Doughty, our Music Director.

Youth Praise Band:
  If you would like to be a part of our Youth Praise Team, open to students 7th 
grade and up, please see our Music Director, Pam Doughty, or Pastor Doug.

Sunday School News:
 Our Pre-K through fi fth grade students are studying the LIVE curriculum - 
a wonderful series where we encourage the children to read their Bibles, 
strengthen their Bible skills and learn Bible truths.  Students are immersed in 
a Bible story each week, experiencing a new learning area and growing in their 
faith and relationship with God.  These stories come alive for the children in 
new and exciting ways.  If you have a heart for seeing a child’s faith blossom 

before your eyes and wish to serve God, there is a place for you in our Sunday School program.  If 
you feel called to help or have ideas for the Sunday School program, please speak to Pastor Doug 
or Holly Smith. Sunday School also includes an adult study, so plan on attending an adult class during
Sunday School hour.

Bread & Belonging Bible Study:
 Each week during Bread and Belonging, we share a potluck meal and study the 
bible texts from the previous Sunday.  Come join us as we learn together about 
God’s forgiveness, grace and love every Wednesday at 6:00 pm!

Faith-Based 12 Step Program:
 Saturdays at 4:30 pm beginning December 7th, Joyful Harvest will be hosting a 12 step program 
for freedom from addiction counseling. Anyone struggling with addictive behaviors is encouraged 
to attend. Please see Pastor Doug if you have any questions.
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Fun Night

On November 10th, some of Joyful Harvest’s youth went to see the movie Freebirds.
Left to Right: Raven Hoffman, Delaney Gates, Kylie Luszcz, Ian Murphy, Berkley Murphy,

Channon Gates, Danielle Peterson, Nathan Wollerman 

Longest Night / Blue Christmas
Worship

Blue?  Yes, blue as in the blues.  As in “I am feeling blue.”  Not everyone is up and cheery for the 
Christmas holidays.  Dealing with the death of a loved one, facing life after divorce or separation, 
coping with the loss of a job, living with cancer or some other disease that puts a question mark 
over the future, and a number of other human situations make parties and the associated joyousness 
painful for many people in our congregation and community..

Again this year, Joyful Harvest will hold a service of worship on December 22nd at 7:00pm, one 
of the longest nights of the year, in order to help those who can’t seem to fi nd joy for whatever 
reason, to offer them a chance to meet the God who understands the struggle with darkness and 
grief faced by those living with loss and who lovingly chooses to walk with them. 

        at the Movies



Broccoli Rice Casserole

A few people liked and asked me about 

this recipe so thought I would 

put it in the newsletter.

Enjoy!

Page 14

Bible Quiz? ?? ? ?

Answers: C (See Matthew 1:21.)

? Christian Symbol
 Poinsettias –– This shrub, 
native to Mexico, is at the heart 
of a legend about a poor girl 
who wanted to bring Baby Jesus 
a gift one Christmas Eve. As she 
walked to church, she gathered a 
bouquet of weeds - which Jesus 
miraculously transformed into 
lovely red fl owers. Thus the poinsettia (named for Joel 
Poinsett, the U.S. ambassador to Mexico who fi rst 
brought the plant to America) is known in Mexico as la 
fl or de la Nochebuena (fl ower of the Holy Night). The 
poinsettia is also an ideal Christmas symbol because 
its leaves turn red when deprived of sunlight and its 
fl owers (the red inner buds) bloom in December.

 According to Scripture, what does the 
name Jesus mean?

A.  “God is with us.” 
B.  “Anointed One of God”
C.  “[The Lord] will save
   his people from 
   their sins.”
D.  “Son of the 
  Most High God”
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DECEMBER CELEBRATIONSDECEMBER CELEBRATIONS

12/31 Mr. & Mrs. A. J. Miller

12/01 Raven Hoffman
12/01 Jason Romano
12/10 Dick Morley
12/12 Brian Rieke
12/16 Jacob Miller
12/21 Sarah Hagen
12/26 Tom Hankins
12/30 Neco Miller
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d A tale of the candy cane

 The account of the candy cane’s origins 
circulates every Christmas season and is 
more likely a fun story than historical fact. No 
matter; tales often contain truth. This tasty 
treat can convey important elements of our 
Christian faith.
 The stripes remind us of the heart of 
Christmas, our Savior,  Jesus: white for his 
purity; red for his blood shed on the cross. 
The candy cane resembles the curved staffs 
of the shepherds –– the fi rst people to visit 
the Christ-Child and worship at the manger. 
And when the cane is turned upside down, it 
becomes a letter J, for “Jesus.”
 Indeed, Jesus turns our lives upside down 
and inverts our presumptions: A poor baby 
born in a stable becomes King of kings and 
Lord of lords; enemies aren’t for hating 
but loving; blessings aren’t for hoarding but 
sharing; the world works for war, but Jesus 
calls us to live in peace; receiving is better 
than giving; sinners are made saints; and death 
is conquered as God grants us eternal life.


