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Our Core Values:
Family Worship

Relying on Prayer

Unity in Christ

Instruction in the Word

Telling Others

Service to 
 God’s Community

5050 N. Johnsburg Road
Located at the corner of Johnsburg and Ringwood Roads

Johnsburg, IL 60051
847•497•4569

www.joyfulharvest.org
Pastor Doug Liston - pastor@joyfulharvest.org

Worship with
Holy Communion

Saturdays................6:00 pm
Sundays...................9:00 am

No Sunday School
during the summer

The Grapevine
August, 2013                        Volume 4, Issue 7        

JOYFUL HARVEST CHURCH • “Growing Together for Christ”

A u g u s tA u g u s t
SPECIAL DATESSPECIAL DATES

Rummage Sale..............Aug. 9th & 10th

Lunch Ride............................Aug. 18th

In him In him 
our hearts rejoice, our hearts rejoice, 

for we trust for we trust 
in his holy name.in his holy name.

Psalm 33:21Psalm 33:21



Who’s Who at 
Joyful Harvest
Council Members:

President:
 Cher Liska.......................224-436-0615
 Email:  cml73155@att.net

Vice President: 
 Theresa Hoffman.......815-236-3781
 Email:  theresacandles@sbcglobal.net

Secretary:
 Bill Rudzena..................815-347-4746
 Email:  william6379@comcast.net
 deb_kelly@comcast.net
At Large:
 Allen Gates..............815-482-8600 
 Email:  alandgates@gmail.com
 Linda Murphy..............815-669-4477
 Email:  mrs.linda.murphy@gmail.com
 Juanita Roth..............815-385-5935
 Email: jroth55618@aol.com

Pastor:
 Doug Liston...................847-497-5452
 Email:  pastor@joyfulharvest.org

Ministry Team Leaders:

Education Team Coordinators:
 Holly Smith....................262-298-7055
 Email:  hollsly84@gmail.com
 Glen Stevens.................262-298-7055
 Email:  stevensmarried2@aol.com 

Facilities Director :
 Dan Kelly.........................847-497-3518
 Email:  deb_kelly@comcast.net

�

GrapeVine Articles:
To submit an article for September 2013

email Cindy Kutz at
info@classicprintery.com

by August 15th

For any newsletter submissions . . .
Newsletter Chairperson:

Cindy Kutz........................815-385-3124
or 847-546-6555

Email:  info@classicprintery.com
Fax:  847-546-6558

or leave for Cindy in the
newsletter mail slot in Secretary’s Offi ce.

To submit a bulletin announcement:
Email it to offi ce@joyfulharvest.org

by Wednesday each week.
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Praying

One of the pitfalls of a) not having a written sermon manuscript and b) 
having a not-so-good memory is that sometimes I forget part of the sermon 
that I really wanted to say.  And since yesterday was the day when I forgot 
to mention this part, it still weighs heavily on my mind.  And, so, you get 
to experience what I forgot yesterday in written format in my newsletter 
article this month…

We were talking about prayer, and how Jesus taught us to pray in terms of the format of the 
Lord ’s Prayer.  We talked about how we have so many misunderstandings about what prayer is 
supposed to be about and how it is supposed to sound.  But what I forgot to say was that we also 
have many misunderstandings about what prayer is supposed to LOOK like as well.

What are our bodies supposed to look like in prayer?  I’m sure we all have done it: on our knees, 
hands folded, eyes closed, head bowed.  But why?

I can see the reasoning behind closing our eyes.  It shuts out one source of distraction to our 
prayer life.  It allows us to concentrate just a wee bit more on developing that relationship with 
God that is so important to a thriving prayer life.  

And I can also see why we might pray on our knees – it shows our submission and obedience to 
God.  Now I certainly don’t always go to my knees in prayer, but there have been times, especially 
when I was feeling like God was calling me there, that I’ve gotten down before my Creator and 
humbled myself before God.  And it’s biblical, as well, to pray on your knees: 1 King 8:54 Now when 
Solomon fi nished offering all this prayer and this plea to the Lord, he arose from facing the altar of the 
Lord, where he had knelt…

And how about bowing our heads?  I can’t fi nd anything explicit in scripture about that.  The 
closest I can come is in this story from Luke 18:10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a 
Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11The Pharisee, standing by himself, was praying thus, ‘God, I thank 
you that I am not like other people: thieves, rogues, adulterers, or even like this tax collector. 12I fast twice 
a week; I give a tenth of all my income.’ 13But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even look up 
to heaven, but was beating his breast and saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, a sinner!’ 14I tell you, this man 
went down to his home justifi ed rather than the other; for all who exalt themselves will be humbled, but 
all who humble themselves will be exalted.”

Certainly we are called to orient ourselves like the tax collector.  We need to see our own 
sinfulness and know that, as failed humanity, we cannot stand before a righteous god.  We certainly 
DO need to bow our heads in humbleness and even shame.

Praying continued to page 4
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But what about folding our hands in prayer?  I’ve done some research, but let me assure you, it is 
not exhaustive – I may be wrong.  I cannot fi nd ANYWHERE where the Bible talks about praying 
with our hands folded…  And that was specifi cally what I wanted to address in the sermon 
yesterday.  That’s even the reason why I picked the PowerPoint background that I chose.

Maybe we do it in humility, maybe we do it do it to show our sincerity.  And we’ve certainly all 
seen those pictures of Jesus with His hands folded in prayer.  But unfortunately, those aren’t 
Kodachrome moments.  There isn’t any biblical compunction to fold our hands.  Some historical 
research points to a passage in the Talmud that relates how the Babylonian Sage, Rabba (Abba ben 
Joseph, C. 280-352), used to pray with his hands folded.  And some suggest that it represents how 
we might be bound as prisoners.  And though the handcuffs might not be real, it could certainly 
portray our servitude and submission.

But I think it might also represent our hearts – and if so, then we certainly shouldn’t keep it fi rmly 
clasped shut.  In prayer, we are opening our hearts up to God, asking God to change us, to sweep 
us clean, even the deepest and darkest parts.  Keeping our hands shut tightly together may be an 
unconscious way of holding on to parts of us that we really don’t want to let God see – keeping 
a part of us for ourselves – not being totally open before our Creator.  Maybe it is our way of 
holding back from God.

And that leads me to one more misunderstanding 
about prayer: Prayer doesn’t change God; prayer 
changes us.  Theologian Soren Kierkegaard says it 
this way, “The function of prayer is not to infl uence 
God, but rather to change the nature of the one who 
prays.” Next time you pray, try opening your hands as 
a symbol of opening your heart.  Lay before God all 
of your being.  Ask God to change your heart – even 
that last little bit that you wanted so desperately to 
hold on to.

Blessings,

Pr. Doug

Praying continued from page 3
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Annual Rummage 
Sale

Fri., Aug. 9th – 8 am - 4 pm
and

Sat., Aug. 10th – 8 am - Noon

This year’s sale promises to be 

another giant community-building event 

as well as helping our church budget.

We need your rummage and your help.

Come join in the fellowship and FUN as we pass along

those gently-used donated items to new homes.

We need everyone’s help to make this successful.

Please think of donating your time and energy to this project.

Tax-deductible donations of clothing, household items, 

books, movies, music, etc. will be accepted between now and 

August 7th.  

See Juanita Roth or Pastor Doug for more info.

We can use We can use YOURYOUR help this Sunday, Aug. 4th at 10:00am help this Sunday, Aug. 4th at 10:00am
following worship to start moving the Rummage Sale following worship to start moving the Rummage Sale 
items into the building and begin the sorting process. items into the building and begin the sorting process. 

All able-bodied people are invited to lend a helping hand! All able-bodied people are invited to lend a helping hand! 
See you then!See you then!
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WATCH FOR BUSES!  
Slow down around them as school starts back up

School buses are commonly used to carry students to and from school, school 
functions and sports events.  They are large and they stop frequently, so they 
can be frustrating to follow. However, they serve an important function and so 
require that drivers obey extra laws when they are near school buses. When 
you drive next to or behind a school bus, you should be extremely cautious, 
anticipate signs and stops and try to be an exemplary driver.  Thanks to extra 
safety precautions, children are approximately 2,000 times safer from accidents 
riding a school bus than being driven to school in a car.  These school bus tips 

will help you follow the rules of the road and avoid specifi c dangers associated with school buses. 

How to share the road with school buses
1. Be patient. Try to understand that safety is the most important concern for any school bus driver. Take a deep 
breath, consider the passengers on the bus and try to avoid anger or frustration that can lead to poor driving.
2. Be defensive, not aggressive when driving around school buses. Try to anticipate dangerous situations, stops 
and other drivers’ mistakes when you are driving near or with children. School buses have fewer accidents than 
standard vehicles, largely in part to the bus drivers’ training in defensive driving.
3. Anticipate stops. School buses stop frequently.  They usually stop at all marked stop or yield signs and railroad 
crossings.  They also stop to unload and load.
4. Keep a safe distance from the back of a school bus. Keep at least 10 feet between you and the school bus at 
all times, to allow for stops. Watch the bus’ brake lights to ensure you start to brake immediately when necessary.
5. Stop and wait while a school bus is loading or unloading. In all 50 United States, cars on both sides of the road 
are required to stop and wait during this process. This may not be required if there is a median between the 2 
directions of traffi c.
        If the school bus has red fl ashing lights and/or an extended stop sign, this means it is loading or unloading 
children. If it has yellow fl ashing lights, it indicates that it is slowing down in order to stop. Most school bus related 
fatalities occur when drivers attempt to pass a school bus illegally. Consider if the consequences of passing a 
stopped or slow school bus are worth the risk of death.
6. Do not pass a school bus while driving, unless there is plenty of room in another lane and you have full visibility. 
Passing on the left is permitted in multiple lane roadways. Ensure there are no warning lights and check all mirrors 
repeatedly, because putting your own car in danger also endangers children.
        Do not pass school buses on the right hand side.  This is where all loading and unloading happens. It is illegal 
in all 50 states to pass on the right hand side of a school bus.
7. Understand that school buses have large blind spots.  Although they have big mirrors, they may not be able to 
see you clearly. Slow down and allow the bus to switch lanes if the bus begins to fl ash its blinkers.
8. Begin driving again when the fl ashing lights are turned off and the mechanical stop sign arm is retracted.  Start 
with a slow speed and maintain your distance. 
9. Pay attention to bus driver hand signals.  Watch for hand motions from the left driver’s window. If the driver 
expects to stop for an extended period of time, there may be hand signals telling you to go around the bus on the 
left very carefully.
10. Stop before the crosswalk lines at all crosswalks around a school bus stop. Driving around school buses means 
there are usually more pedestrians. Stop signs should be anticipated and heeded, especially when a school bus has 
loaded or unloaded students.
11. Recognize that children are unpredictable. They may not understand the safety concerns associated with 
walking and picking up dropped items near crosswalks and cars.  Always look out very carefully before beginning to 
move through traffi c behind a school bus.



Annual 
Pet Blessing Ceremony

Was a howling good time!!
Animals are an extension of the family and loved the 
same way people love their 
children.  By honoring the 
signifi cance of these special 

family members, we provide joy and comfort to their 
owners - and the pets’ benefi t as well. 

We had eight dogs, four cats and a 
snake . . . and a lot of barking, growling, 
meowing, hissing and FUN! 

Page 7

And the serpent said to Eve . . .



Page 8 Page 9

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
3 1 2 3

7 8 9 104 5 6

15 16 1711 12 13 14

22 23 2418 19 20 21

2728

7:00 am - Men’s Group
9:00 am - Choir practice
6:00 pm - Worship

7:00 am - Men’s Group
9:00 am - Choir practice
6:00 pm - Worship

7:00 am - Men’s Group
9:00 am - Choir practice
6:00 pm - Worship

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake
4:30 pm - Tuesday Night Pizza Club
    at Half Time in Johnsburg 

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake
4:30 pm - Tuesday Night Pizza Club
    at Half Time in Johnsburg

1 2

27

Please pray for these Joyful Harvest families listed in Please pray for these Joyful Harvest families listed in burgundyburgundy for the month of August for the month of August

J&S Larkin

J&J Lindsey C&C Liska A Liston D&S Liston D&M Luszcz AJ&S Miller D Miller

R Miller D&H Morley B&L Murphy J. Nemec K&S Peight T&H Peterson B Reike

J&J Romano J Roth J Roth B&R Rudzena B Sisk

L Tylkowski S&M TylkowskiS&M Tylkowski G WolfG WolfJ&H Smith

J&A Larkin

29

7:00 am - Men’s Group
9:00 am - Choir practice
6:00 pm - Worship

B&D Truax

26

9:30 am - Weight Watchers
6:00 pm - Council Meeting 

B. Rieker G&C Ritter T&S Ladouceur

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake
4:30 pm - Tuesday Night Pizza Club
    at Half Time in Johnsburg

AUGUST 2013AUGUST 2013

9:30 am - Weight Watchers

9:00 am - Worship

C&V Stevens

25

6:00 pm - Bread & Bible Study

G&R Stevens

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake
4:30 pm - Tuesday Night Pizza Club
    at Half Time in Johnsburg

9:00 am - Worship

D Rigby G&C Ritter

D. Rigby

9:30 am - Weight Watchers

Happy Anniversary
Mr. & Mrs. Tom Peterson

9:00 am - Worship
10:00 am - Lunch Ride to
      Elizabeth’s in
      Delavin, WI

9:00 am - Worship
 

9:30 am - Weight Watchers

Happy Birthday
Jeanette Betts

30 31

7:00 pm - Sunday School Meeting

Happy Birthday
Isabelle Lindsey & Erin Liston

Happy Birthday
Vicky Economopoulos

Happy Birthday
Bill Rudzena & Barb Sisk

Happy Birthday
Will Hagen

Happy Birthday
Anne Liston & Katie Ritter

Happy Birthday
Linda Kvidera-Murphy

& Tom Peterson

Happy Birthday
Sandy Liston

Happy Birthday
Timothy Conner 

& Dan Luszcz

Happy Birthday
Felicity Westphal

Happy Birthday
Cindy Garstkiewicz

Happy Anniversary
Mr. & Mrs. Roy Anderson &

Mr. & Mrs. Gary Craig

Happy Anniversary
Mr. & Mrs. Jerad Smith

Happy Anniversary
Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Romano

Rummage 
Sale

8am-4pm Rummage Sale
8am-Noon
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Motorycycle Lunch Ride
The motorcycle ride was great fun, as well. 

We had twenty-nine tires on the road with seven two-wheelers, 

one three-wheeler, and three four-wheelers and a total of 

seventeen souls.

Next Lunch Ride will be
Sunday, August 18th, 2013 

at 10:00am (after worship)

We will be leaving from the church parking 

lot and going to 

Elizabeth’s Cafe in Delavan, Wisconsin 

for food, fellowship and fun!

Remember, 
you don’t 

have to have 
a motorcycle 
to go on the 
Lunch Ride! 
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HHAPPENINGS & SPECIAL EVENTSAPPENINGS & SPECIAL EVENTS

Sunday Morning Helpers:
 We are seeking people who are willing to be scheduled on a rotating basis for 
various Sunday Morning volunteer responsibilities.  From greeters to readers to 
communion servers, the goal is for every member to serve God in some way.  
All are invited to prayerfully consider how God is calling them to serve.  For 
questions and more information, please contact Pastor Doug.

Can Collection:
  Recycling aluminum cans are a great support so please keep them coming.  The funds are 
supporting the Joyful Harvest Youth Group.  Thank You! 

Pet Blessing:
  For the pet blessing we had eight dogs, four cats and a snake . . .  
And a lot of barking, growling, meowing, hissing and FUN!!

       Rummage Sale:
  Time to clean out your attic, garage and basement and get ready for 
the annual Joyful Harvest Rummage Sale.  While we can certainly use 
your treasures, we also need YOU to volunteer to help out with setup, 
sale, and take down!  Come join in the fellowship and FUN as we pass 
along those gently-used donated items to new homes and raise some 
funds for the church!  Sale dates are Aug. 9th & 10th. Donations accepted 
any time through August 7th. 

Lunch Ride:
  Sunday,  August18th will be our next motorcycle ride – we will leave from the church parking 
lot after 10:00am worship and take a leisurely ride into Wisconsin to Elizabeth’s for fellowship and 
fun.  Remember, you do not have to have a motorcycle to join us.



Men’s Study Group:
 Are you searching for the meaning of life? Men’s Group is 
continuing to meet on Saturday mornings at 7:00 am at the church 
for fellowship and learning more about God’s call on our lives.  All 
men are invited to attend.  This is a great time to come join us.

Page 12

HHAPPENINGS & SPECIAL EVENTS APPENINGS & SPECIAL EVENTS (CONT.)(CONT.)

Membership:
 You don’t have to be a member of Joyful Harvest to participate in the social, service, or worship 
events of this congregation.  You are invited to join in any of these right away.  Membership here 
is not a “registration” for congregational benefi ts; rather it is a faith step toward more active 
involvement and growth.  When you want to consider that step, please contact the pastor.

Tuesday Breakfast Club:
  Please come join us at Dino’s in Fox Lake at 8:00 am every Tuesday.  It’s open to anyone who 
wants to have breakfast and share fellowship with Joyful Harvest members.  This club has been 
meeting for over 7 years.    

Choir Practice:
  Choir practice is Saturday mornings at 9:00am.  If you’re interested in being 
a part of the music ministry, please see Pam Doughty, our Music Director.

Youth Praise Band:
  If you would like to be a part of our Youth Praise Team, open to students 7th 
grade and up, please see our Music Director, Pam Doughty, or Pastor Doug.

Sunday School News:
 VBS is now over and it’s time to consider the Sunday School program for 
2013-2014.  We are in need of teachers, crafters, and anyone willing to help.  
Join us for a Sunday School preparation meeting August 8th at 7:00 pm. There 
are resources available for teaching all levels, we just need people to use them.  
If you feel called to help or have ideas for the Sunday School program, please 
speak to Pastor Doug or Holly Smith.
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Our Younger Worshipers:
 We believe strongly that God invites and welcomes everyone, young 
and old alike.  At Joyful Harvest, children are often dancing during hymns 
and moving about during the service.  We see this not as a distraction but 
embrace it as a natural part of the fullness of God’s kingdom.

Fellowship Time:
 The time to break bread and visit with one another is 
a key part of our worship experience at Joyful Harvest.  
Please join us for snacks and conversation after the 
service.

Saufen und Spiel . . .
. . . is coming up soon (Sunday, September 8th).  How would you like to be 
a part of our Joyful Harvest parade entry?  We can show the community 
just how much love and fun there is here at church!  If you are interested in 
helping out, please see either Cher Liska or Linda Murphy!

Here are some photos from a previous parade entry. 

Are we having too much fun yet?
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Bible Quiz? ?? ? ?

Answers: C (See Numbers 22:22-35 especially 28 & 30.)

? Christian Symbol
 Numbers 22 contains 
a little-known account of 
Balak, king of Moab, and 
Balaam, a practitioner 
of divination.  Feeling 
threatened by the 
Israelites’ presence near 
his land, Balak summons 
Balaam to come and curse 
them.  What strange event does God use to 
get Balaam’s attention so that he blesses, rather 
than curses, Israel?

A.  Balak’s men turn into pillars of salt. 
B.  The sun stands still in the sky.
C. Balaam’s donkey speaks to him.
D.  An angel makes Balaam mute.

 Wedding Rings –– The exchange of 
wedding rings isn’t found in Scripture.  It came 
into practice among Christians in the late 
ninth century.  The unending circle profoundly 
symbolizes a couple’s mutual promises of 
ongoing love and commitment, as well as God’s 
promise of eternal love that surrounds all -- 
including each couple and marriage.

ONE SENTENCE SERMONS
Be Fishers of Men . . . . You catch ‘em, He’ll clean ‘em.

A family altar can alter a family.

A lot kneeling will keep you in good standing.

Don’t put a question mark where God put a period.

Don’t wait for six strong men to take you to church.

Exercise daily.  Walk with the Lord!

Forbidden fruits create many jams.

Give God what’s right, not what’s left!

Give Satan an inch and he’ll be a ruler.

God doesn’t call the qualifi ed; He qualifi es the called.

God grades on the cross, not the curve.

God loves everyone, but probably prefers “fruits of the spirit” over “religious nuts.”

God promises a safe landing, not a calm passage.

One Sentence Sermons continued to page 16
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8/04 Jeanette Betts
8/05 Isabelle Lindsey
8/05 Erin Liston
8/08 Vicky Economopoulos

AUGUST CELEBRATIONSAUGUST CELEBRATIONS

8/01 Mr. & Mrs.  Tom Peterson
8/08 Mr. & Mrs. Roy Anderson
8/08 Mr. & Mrs. Gary Craig
8/11 Mr. & Mrs. Jerad Smith
8/16 Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Romano

8/10 Bill Rudzena
8/10 Barbara Sisk
8/11 Will Hagen
8/15 Anne Liston
8/15 Katie Ritter
8/16 Linda Kvidera-Murphy
8/16 Tom Peterson
8/17 Sandy Liston
8/21 Timothy Conner
8/21 Dan Luszcz
8/22 Felicity Westphal
8/28 Cindy Garstkiewicz

    This year Stade’s will be throwing a lively Beach Party with 
music by The Wave Runners! The Wave Runners bring your 
favorite oldies music, Beach Boys songs and beach ball fun, not 

to mention their unique “Flaming Drum Stix Show”

You will experience a musical journey down memory lane, sure to make you smile with 
professional music Impersonator, Chuck Drager. Chuck sings like Sinatra, Tom Jones, Johnny 
Cash, Elvis, and more! 

    Tickets for both performances are $12.00 per person.  Doors open at 6:00 pm.  See www.
stadesfarmandmarket.com for more information.

August 24th: 
Bandstand Night on the Farm 

6:30 pm to 10:00 pm

August 2nd-4th: 
Rotary Blues, Brews & BBQ

Outdoor Blues and BBQ Festival with 5K Run, BBQ 
Cook-off, Volleyball and much more!

Peterson Park in McHenry
Friday, August 2nd – 2-11; Saturday, August 3rd – 2-11; 

Sunday, August 4th – 12-9
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d Having truth decay? Brush up on your Bible!

He who angers you, controls you!

Kindness is diffi cult to give away because
it keeps coming back.

Most people want to serve God,
but only in an advisory capacity.

Never give the devil a ride!
He will always want to drive!

Nothing ruins the truth like stretching it.

Plan ahead.
It wasn’t raining when Noah built the ark.

“Pray” is a four letter word that you can say 
anywhere.

Prayer
- Don’t give God instruction

- just report for duty!

The Will of God will never take you
to where the Grace of God

will not protect you.

The Church is “Prayer Conditioned!”

To be almost saved is to be totally lost.

WARNING:
Exposure to the Son may prevent burning!

We don’t change the message;
the message changes us.

We set the sail; God makes the wind.

Wisdom has two parts:
1) Having a lot to say.

2) Not saying it.

Author Unknown

One Sentence Sermons continued from page 14


