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Our Core Values:
Family Worship
Relying on Prayer
Unity in Christ
Instruction in the Word
Telling Others
Service to 
 God’s Community

5050 N. Johnsburg Road
Located at the corner of Johnsburg and Ringwood Roads

Johnsburg, IL 60051
847•497•4569

www.joyfulharvest.org
Pastor Doug Liston - pastor@joyfulharvest.org

Worship with
Holy Communion

NEW HOURS
Saturdays................6:00 pm
Sundays...................8:30 am
Sundays.................10:45 am

Sunday School &
Adult Bible Study

Sundays...................9:30 am

The Grapevine
February, 2013                       Volume 4, Issue 2        

JOYFUL HARVEST CHURCH • “Growing Together for Christ”

F e b r u a r y
SPECIAL DATES

Boy Scout Sunday.....................Feb. 3rd

Transfi guration of Our Lord..Feb. 10th

Youth Fun Night (Mardi Gras).Feb. 10th

Ash Wednesday......................Feb. 13th

Valentine’s Day........................Feb 14th

First Sunday in Lent...............Feb. 17th 

Confi rmation Class...............Feb. 17th

Presidents Day........................Feb 18th

Valentine Prom......................Feb. 23rd

Second Sunday in Lent.........Feb. 24th

LOVE THE LORD YOUR GOD
     WITH ALL YOUR HEART
     AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL
     AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND
     AND WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH.

MARK 12:30, NIV



Who’s Who at 
Joyful Harvest

Council Members:
President:
 Deb Kelly.........................847-497-3518
 Email:  deb_kelly@comcast.net

Vice President: 
Bill Rudzena..................815-347-4746
 Email:  william6379@comcast.net

Secretary:
 Cher Liska.......................224-436-0615
 Email:  cml73155@att.net
 deb_kelly@comcast.net
At Large:
 Hazel Morley................847-497-3926
 Email:  morley5613@comcast.net
 Theresa Hoffman......815-236-3781
 Email:  theresacandles@sbcglobal.net
 Shawn Conner.............847-497-4177
 Email: highlandszoo@comcast.net

Pastor:
 Doug Liston...................847-497-5452
 Email:  pastor@joyfulharvest.org

Ministry Team Leaders:

Education Team Coordinator:
 Glen Stevens.................262-298-7055
 Email:  stevensmarried2@aol.com 

Facilities Director :
 Dan Kelly.........................847-497-3518
 Email:  deb_kelly@comcast.net

�

GrapeVine Articles:
To submit an article for March 2013

email Cindy Kutz at
info@classicprintery.com

by February 15th

For any newsletter submissions . . .
Newsletter Chairperson:

Cindy Kutz........................815-385-3124
or 847-546-6555

Email:  info@classicprintery.com
Fax:  847-546-6558

or leave for Cindy in the
newsletter mail slot in Pastor’s Offi ce.

To submit a bulletin announcement:
Email it to offi ce@joyfulharvest.org

by Wednesday each week.
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From the desk of  Pastor DougFrom the desk of  Pastor Doug
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The subject came up at one of our weekly Wednesday night Soup & Bread 
Bible studies – “When do we receive the Holy Spirit?”  It came, in part, 
through a question concerning one of the texts we were studying.

Acts 8:14-17 (NRSV)  14Now when the apostles at Jerusalem heard that 
Samaria had accepted the word of God, they sent Peter and John to them. 15The 
two went down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy Spirit 16(for 
as yet the Spirit had not come upon any of them; they had only been baptized in 
the name of the Lord Jesus). 17Then Peter and John laid their hands on them, and 
they received the Holy Spirit. 

Most of us probably remember watching a baptism (or maybe we remember our own).  We link 
our understanding of the Holy Spirit to that act and the prayers which accompany baptism: “Sustain 
so-and-so with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and 
might, the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and 
forever. Amen”

And so the question came up – “Don’t we receive the Holy Spirit at our baptisms?”  That set my 
mind to whirling and caused me to think before speaking…  (Granted, that’s something that I 
sometimes forget to do…)  Yes… baptism… the Holy Spirit…  They are linked…  BUT…

We understand that one of the works of the Holy Spirit is to draw us closer to God – the Spirit 
reveals Christ to us, gives us His life, and makes Christ alive in us. It makes God’s Word have 
meaning on our lives and calls us into relationship with God. 

My concern about saying that the Spirit only comes to us at baptism is: How does someone who 
has not yet been baptized come to believe and desire to be baptized?  If the Spirit can only work 
on us AFTER baptism, what makes someone WANT to be baptized?  And so I delved into Luther 
and his theology…

Luther tells us that the Spirit of God comes to us through the hearing of God’s word – the written 
word of the Bible and the spoken word – for example preaching.  The Spirit takes those “external” 
words and makes them “internal”.  In other words (no pun intended), God’s Spirit takes what our 
ears hear or our eyes read and makes those things have an effect on our heart.  She reveals Christ 
to us, gives us His life, and makes Christ alive in us.

“Okay, Pastor, so you’re saying that we encounter the Spirit through God’s Word, but you also said 
that the Spirit and baptism are linked – what gives?”

continued to page 4
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One of the guiding principles of our Lutheran faith is our understanding of baptism: In Baptism 
God seals us by the Holy Spirit and marks us with the cross of Christ forever.  This understanding 
of being sealed by the Spirit comes in part from 2 Corinthians 1: 21… it is God who establishes us 
with you in Christ and has anointed us, 22by putting his seal on us and giving us his Spirit in our hearts...

God’s seal, traced in the form of a cross by the pastor in oil on our forehead, is a symbol of divine 
ownership – that we are God’s Children.  In baptism, we pray that God will stir up in each of God’s 
children “the spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge 
and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence…”

God’s Word is powerful – it carries with it the Spirit and that Spirit is life-changing.  May God’s 
Spirit fi ll your heart with a hunger for God’s Word and draw you ever closer to your Creator.

Blessings,
Pr. Doug

From the desk of Pastor Doug continued from page 3

Doug,

Will you 

be my 

Valentine?
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2013 Scout Sunday
Joyful Harvest Church
Welcomes All Scouts
On Sunday, Feb. 3rd

The Boy Scouts of America annually celebrates its founding on February 8, 
1910, based on the program started by Lord Baden Powell in England on August 
1, 1907. Scout Sunday was added to the Scout celebration in the middle 1940s. 
Scout Sunday is always the Sunday preceding February 8th, unless the 8th is a 
Sunday, in which case the 8th would be Scout Sunday.  The Saturday following 

February 8th is Scout Sabbath.

The Scout Sunday tradition was started to make people in 
houses of worship aware of Scouting, and to allow Scouts 
to live out their “Duty to God” pledged each week.

The Scout Law says that a “Scout is Reverent” and Scouts 
of all ages promise to do their “Duty to God”.  These values 
strengthen youth character in their family, community and 
faith.

Joyful Harvest Church has offered to honor all Scouts on Scout Sunday.  Pastor 
Doug Liston has extended a special invitation to all Girl Scouts, Cub Scouts, 
Boy Scouts and Venture Crews to participate in or just attend the worship 
service on February 3, 2013 at 10:45 at Joyful Harvest.  All Scouts are welcome 
to attend in their uniform and present their unit’s fl ags. There will also be 
additional opportunities for Scouts to participate in the worship service. 
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Baptism of Gavin Cole Zim Baptism of Gavin Cole Zim 
& Affi  rmation of Baptism of & Affi  rmation of Baptism of 

Rich & Cindy KutzRich & Cindy Kutz

Congratulations
Gavin!
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Valentine’s Prom
February 23rd, 2013

7:00pm – 9:30pm

Prom is coming!  Are you saving the date?  Do you have a date? 
Who says you need a date?! for our 3rd Valentine’s Prom 

at Joyful Harvest Church.  This is a very special G.R.O.W. event.

For those of you who missed it last year, we had a wonderful time!  We had lots of food, a 
game or two, a few skits by the Joyful Harvest Birdbath Players, had Prom pictures taken, and 
even crowned a prom King & Queen!  But the highlight of the evening is always the “Already 
Wed Game”.  It went exactly like the Newlywed Game and the fun was amazing whether you 
were on the panel or in the audience.  It was lots of fun, wonderful fellowship, and a whole 
lot of laughter! 

We have our contestants (subject to change) for this year, and our Host “Doug 
Eubanks” should have some interesting questions.  Our contestants are as 
follows:

Couple #1 – Debbie & Dan Kelly
Couple #2 – Sandy & Jim Larkin
 Couple #3–Jean & Alan Gates

Couple #4 – Sarah & Josh Hagen

Please consider coming this year; you really will have a good time and you don’t need a date.  
This event is for adults and sign-up is in the narthex for attending and for bringing an appe-
tizer.  You do not have to bring an appetizer to attend!  Also, if you would like to be a part of 
the Bird Bath Players and be in a skit, please let Glen Stevens know.

If you would like to be a part of the committee and lend a hand or if you have any question, 
please see Rose Stevens. 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
2 3 1 2

6 7 8 93 4 5

14 15 1610 11 12 13

21 22 2317 18 19 20

2727

7:00 am - Men’s Group
9:00 am - Choir practice
6:00 pm - Worship

7:00 am - Men’s Group
9:00 am - Choir practice
6:00 pm - Worship

7:00 am - Men’s Group
9:00 am - Choir practice
6:00 pm - Worship

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake
10:00 am - Kiddy Keys
4:30 pm - Tuesday Night Pizza Club
    at Half Time in Johnsburg

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake
10:00 am - Kiddy Keys
4:30 pm - Tuesday Night Pizza Club
    at Half Time in Johnsburg

1 1

2826 29

Please pray for these Joyful Harvest families listed in blue for the month of February.Please pray for these Joyful Harvest families listed in blue for the month of February.

T&H Hankins

E&T Hoffman M&M Kandray D&D Kelly L. Konieczski D&C Korus R&C Kutz T&S Ladouceur

J. Larkin J&S Larkin C&C Liska A. Liston D&S Liston T&K Liston J&S Lusk

D&M Luszcz A.J.&S Miller D. Miller R. Miller R&H Morley L. Mormino K&S Peight

G&C Ritter C.&C. LiskaC.&C. Liska A. ListonA. ListonT&H Peterson

J&H Hagen

29

7:00 am - Men’s Group
9:00 am - Choir practice
6:00 pm - Worship
7:00 pm - Valentine’s Prom

9:30 am - Weight Watchers

8:30 am - Worship
9:30 am - Sunday 
    School and
      Adult Bible Study
10:45 am - Worship
5:00-7:00 pm - Confi rmation
6:00 pm - Den Leader’s Meeting

C. Ritter

28

6:00 pm - Bread & Bible Study

25

9:30 am - Weight Watchers 
6:30 pm - Den Meetings

J.&S. Lusk D&M Luszcz A.J.&S Miller

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake
10:00 am - Kiddy Keys
4:30 pm - Tuesday Night Pizza Club
    at Half Time in Johnsburg

February 2013February 2013

7:00 pm - Pack Meeting

9:30 am - Weight Watchers
4:30-7:30pm - Blood Drive
6:30 pm - Den Meetings 

8:30 am - Worship
9:30 am - Sunday School and
      Adult Bible Study
10:45 am - Worship
5:00-7:00 pm - Youth Fun Night
6:00 pm - Cub Scout Meeting

B. Rieke

6:00 pm - Bread & Bible Study

24

7:00 pm - Vision Team Meeting

6:00 pm - Bread & Bible Study

D. Rigby

6:00 pm - Bread & Bible Study
8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake
10:00 am - Kiddy Keys
4:30 pm - Tuesday Night Pizza Club
    at Half Time in Johnsburg

9:30 am - Weight Watchers
8:30 am - Worship
9:30 am - Sunday 
    School and
      Adult Bible Study
10:45 am - Worship

Happy Birthday
Teddy Ladouceur

Happy Birthday
Stacey Conner

Happy  Anniversary
Mr. & Mrs. Mark Kandray

8:30 am - Worship
9:30 am - Sunday School and
      Adult Bible Study
10:45 am - Worship

7:00 pm - Ash Wednesday Worship

    Ash
    Wednesday

Happy Birthday
Eric Hoffman

Happy Birthday
Cathy Ritter

Happy Birthday
Kylie Luszcz

Happy Birthday
Ian Murphy

Happy Birthday
Hayley Bettis

Happy Birthday
Karen Anderson

Happy Birthday
Sue Bettis

Happy  Anniversary
Mr. & Mrs. Josh Hagen

❤ ❤ ❤❤ ❤❤
❤ ❤ ❤ ❤❤
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Refocus for Lent
Give up complaining –– focus on gratitude.

Give up harsh judgments –– think kind thoughts.
Give up worry –– trust God to provide.

Give up discouragement –– be full of hope.
Give up bitterness –– turn to forgiveness.
Give up hatred –– return good for evil.

Give up anger –– be more patient.
Give up pettiness –– become mature.
Give up jealousy –– pray for trust.

Give up gossiping –– control your tongue.
Give up sin –– turn to virtue.

Give up giving up –– persevere.
– Author unknown –

Items of note . . .
 . . The Joyful Noise Choir is singing each Sunday at our worship services 
- Come and join the choir!  Our music director, Pam Doughty is looking 
for anyone interested in assisting in the Worship Team.

. . . New Year offering envelopes are available in the offi ce. Everyone will 
be getting a new number so be sure and write down your name and the 
envelope number so they can be recorded.
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Youth Fun Night:
  Our next Sunday Youth Fun Night will be February 10th from 5:00 p.m. until 7:00 pm.  Youth 
activity fun nights are usually the 2nd Sunday of each month for students in fi fth grade and up. 

HHAPPENINGS & SPECIAL EVENTSAPPENINGS & SPECIAL EVENTS

Sunday Morning Helpers:
 We are seeking people who are willing to be scheduled on a rotating basis 
for various Sunday Morning volunteer responsibilities.  From greeters to video 
system operators to nursery attendants, the goal is for every member to serve 
in some way.  All are invited to prayerfully consider how God is calling them to 
serve.  For questions and more information, please contact Pastor Doug.

Choir Practice:
  Choir practice is Saturday mornings at 9:00am.  If you’re interested in being 
a part of the music ministry, please see Pam Doughty, our Music Director.

Can Collection:
Recycling aluminum cans are a great support so please keep them coming.  The funds are supporting 
the Joyful Harvest Youth Group.  Thank You! 

Valentine’s Prom:
Prom is coming - February 23rd, 2013.  Are you saving the date?  Do you have a date?  Who says 
you need a date?!  Come one, come all to the 3rd  Valentine’s Prom at Joyful Harvest Church.  Hors 
d’oeuvres, Games, Music, Prizes, Joyful Birdbath Players.  Don’t miss out on this fun event - Mark 
your calendars now!  

Scout Sunday:
Scout Sunday is Sunday, February 3rd.The Boy Scouts of America designates the 
Sunday that falls before February 8 (Scouting Anniversary Day) as Scout Sunday, 
which is the primary date to recognize the contributions of young people and 
adults to Scouting.  



Education NewsEducation News

Men’s Study Group:
 Are you searching for the meaning of life? Men’s Group is 
continuing to meet on Saturday mornings at 7:00 am at the church 
for fellowship and learning more about God’s call on our lives.  All 
men are invited to attend.  This is a great time to come join us.

Soup, Bread & Bible Study:
 Join us on Wednesday evenings as we do in-depth study and refl ection on 
the lectionary texts for the previous week.  We begin at 6:00 with a Soup and 
Bread Fellowship, share our Bible Study, and end with a Compline (Evening) 
worship service.  (6:00 - 8:00 p.m. Wednesdays)

Page 12

Sunday School:
 Our Pre-K through fi fth grade students are studing the LIVE curriculum - 
a wonderful series where we encourage the children to read their Bibles, 
strengthen their Bible skills and learn Bible truths.  Students are immersed in a 
Bible story each week, experiencing a new learning area and growing in their faith 
and relationship with God.  These stories come alive for the children in new and 

exciting ways.
 Our older students also have a Bible story refresher each week, but concentrate their studies 
in C.S. Lewis’ Screwtape Letters.  Wikipedia gives the best and most concise explanation of Lewis’ 
work: In The Screwtape Letters, C.S. Lewis provides a series of lessons in the importance of taking a 
deliberate role in living our Christian faith by portraying a typical human life, with all its temptations 
and failings, as seen from devils’ viewpoint.  Screwtape holds an administrative post in the bureaucracy 
(“Lowerarchy”) of Hell, and acts as a mentor to Wormwood, the inexperienced tempter.  In the body of the 
thirty-one letters which make up the book, Screwtape gives Wormwood detailed advice on various methods 
of undermining faith and promoting sin in the Patient, interspersed with observations on human nature and 
Christian doctrine.  Wormwood and Screwtape live in a peculiarly morally reversed world, where individual 
benefi t and greed are seen as the greatest good, and neither demon is capable of comprehending God’s love 
for man or acknowledging true human virtue when he sees it.  This is a wonderful study and will give our 
students great life lessons and a lot to contemplate about how they live out their Christian faith.
 Kurt Peight is leading our Adult Education program with a study of the Book of Acts - seeing 
God active in and through the early Christian Church.  Join Kurt and his class as they explore God’s 
redemptive work and watch as the Church takes form to spread the Word of God to the world.
 Our children are of utmost importance - we need to teach them about God’s love and how 
they can interact with the world from a Christian perspective.  If you have a heart for seeing a 
child’s faith blossom before your eyes and wish to serve God, there is a place for you in our Sunday 
School program.  Please contact Glen Stevens or Holly Smith for additional information.
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To my husband Glen
You are the light of my life 

to me from God 
and I love you more today than ever!

Love, 
Rose

Happy  Valentine’s Day

Ashes – On Ash Wednesday, as Lent begins, 
worshipers’ foreheads are often marked 
with ashes in the sign of the cross.  The 
ashes traditionally come from burning palm 
branches from the previous Palm Sunday.  
In Old Testament days, ashes were a sign 
of mourning and repentance.  Today, some 
worshipers wipe off the ashes before leaving 
church, to symbolize being cleansed from sin 
by Jesus’ death; others wear the ashes the rest 
of the day, carrying the cross of Christ into the 
world.  The speaking of Genesis 3:19 often 
accompanies the placement of ashes:  “You 
are dust, and to dust you shall return.” 

✟ What is Lent?
Lent is a Christian Festival.  In the past, it was a long, 
strict religious fast when people gave up all rich food. 
The day before Lent starts is known as Shrove Tuesday 
or Mardi Gras-Fat Tuesday.

Lent is the time when Christians prepare for the great-
est of the Christian festivals known as Easter, by think-

ing of things they have done wrong.

It was and is a time for spring-cleaning lives, as well as homes.

The period of forty days and Sundays before 
Easter are known as Lent.

✟ What happens 
during Lent today?

The Christian church no longer imposes a strict fast.  
Lent is a time when some Christians try to overcome 
some of their own faults because they believe that it was 
man’s sin which led Jesus to be crucifi ed.

Some Christians try to follow the example of Jesus in the 
desert by giving up luxuries and practicing self-discipline. 
And they try to put aside more time for prayer and reli-
gious acts so that they can really let God into their lives.

✟ When does 
Lent begin?

   Lent begins with Ash Wednesday and lasts
    for six and a half weeks.  

   ✟ When does 
   Lent end?

       Lent ends at Easter when Christians
       remember the execution of Jesus and
       then celebrate his rising from death.

      The last week of Lent begins with Palm
      Sunday, which celebrates the day Jesus en-
  tered Jerusalem and the people lay down palms at
   his feet.  The last day of Lent is Holy Saturday, the day
   before Easter Sunday.
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Bible Quiz? ?? ? ?

Answers: A

Who were the craftsmen appointed by the Lord 
to design the Tent of Meeting and its furnishings 
while Israel was still in the wilderness before 
entering the Promised Land?

A.  Moses and
  Joshua 
B.  Bezalel and
  Oholiab
C.  Judah and
  Reuben
D.  David and
  Jonathan

? Lenten hope 

 Lent is an occasion for us 
to journey with Christ ... into 
tomorrow.  For you never walk 
with Christ long but what the 
dawn breaks, the sun shines and 
hope breaks through.

–C. Neil Straight

Your the One I Love

A Keepsake From My Heart To Yours

B ecause you make me happy in so many ways,

because you laugh with me and listen to me,

because you are you and always let me be me,

because you fi ll everyday of my life with love ––

I Love You!

Happy Valentine’s Day

Woofe,
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02/03 Teddy Ladouceur
02/04 Stacey Conner
02/09 Eric Hoffman
02/10 Cathy Ritter
02/11 Kylie Luszcz
02/13 Ian Murphy
02/14 Hayley Bettis
02/15 Karen Anderson
02/21 Sue Bettis

Birthdays:

02/08 Mr. & Mrs. Mark Kandray
02/19 Mr. & Mrs. Josh Hagen

Anniversaries:

FEBRUARY CELEBRATIONSFEBRUARY CELEBRATIONS

Joyful Harvest Church
G.R.O.W. Event

Valentine’s Day Prom 2013
Saturday, February 23, 2013

7:00 pm - 9:30 pm

You’re invited!
Hors d’oeuvres, Games, Music,

Prizes, Joyful Birdbath Players

What will you give up?
 During Lent, some Christians give up a luxury 
or vice as a form of self-denial or to practice 
self-control.  Ultimately, such a sacrifi ce should 
benefi t one’s spiritual walk with Jesus, who gave 
everything.
 A Missouri teenager decided to give up talking 
for Lent.  Deckland Conway, 13, communicated 
through dry-erase boards, going through three 
markers in less than a week.  Although he lost a 
few friends because he wouldn’t talk, Deckland 
wrote, “I’m doing it for a greater purpose.” He 
added, “God gave up his only Son for us.  ...  What 
are you willing to give up?”
 A worthy corollary to that questions is, “What 
will you take on?” What can you do for God’s 
kingdom during this season of refl ection and 
recommitment?
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