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Our Core Values:
Family Worship
Relying on Prayer
Unity in Christ
Instruction in the Word
Telling Others
Service to 
 God’s Community

5050 N. Johnsburg Road
Located at the corner of Johnsburg and Ringwood Roads

Johnsburg, IL 60051
847•497•4569

www.joyfulharvest.org
Pastor Doug Liston - pastor@joyfulharvest.org

Worship with
Holy Communion

FALL HOURS
Saturdays................6:00 pm
Sundays...................8:30 am
Sundays.................10:30 am

Sunday School &
Adult Bible Study

Sundays...................9:30 am

The Grapevine
December, 2012                   Volume 3, Issue 11         

JOYFUL HARVEST CHURCH • “Growing Together for Christ”

D e c e m b e r
SPECIAL DATES

Church Decorating................Dec. 1st

First Sunday of Advent..........Dec. 2nd

Woodstock Opera House...Dec. 2nd

Blood Drive 4:30-7:30pm.....Dec. 3rd

Youth Lock-In...........Dec. 7th-Dec. 8th

Cookie Exchange...................Dec. 8th

Second Sunday of Advent......Dec. 9th

Third Sunday of Advent.......Dec. 16th

Caroling & Potato Bake......Dec. 22nd

Blue Christmas/Longest Night 
 Worship.............................Dec. 23rd

Fourth Sunday of Advent....Dec. 23rd

Christmas Eve Worship......Dec. 24th

Christmas Day Worship......Dec. 25th

For God so loved the world that he
gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not

perish but have eternal life.
JOHN 3:16, NIV



Who’s Who at 
Joyful Harvest

Council Members:
President:
 Deb Kelly.........................847-497-3518
 Email:  deb_kelly@comcast.net

Vice President: 
Bill Rudzena..................815-347-4746
 Email:  william6379@comcast.net

Secretary:
 Cher Liska.......................224-436-0615
 Email:  cml73155@att.net
 deb_kelly@comcast.net
At Large:
 Hazel Morley................847-497-3926
 Email:  morley5613@comcast.net
 Theresa Hoffman......815-236-3781
 Email:  theresacandles@sbcglobal.net
 Shawn Conner.............847-497-4177
 Email: highlandszoo@comcast.net

Pastor:
 Doug Liston...................847-497-5452
 Email:  pastor@joyfulharvest.org

Ministry Team Leaders:

Education Team Coordinator:
 Glen Stevens.................262-298-7055
 Email:  stevensmarried2@aol.com 

Facilities Director :
 Dan Kelly.........................847-497-3518
 Email:  deb_kelly@comcast.net

�

GrapeVine Articles:
To submit an article for January 2013

email Cindy Kutz at
info@classicprintery.com

by December 15th

For any newsletter submissions . . .
Newsletter Chairperson:

Cindy Kutz........................815-385-3124
or 847-546-6555

Email:  info@classicprintery.com
Fax:  847-546-6558

or leave for Cindy in the
newsletter mail slot in Pastor’s Offi ce.

To submit a bulletin announcement:
Email it to offi ce@joyfulharvest.org

by Wednesday each week.
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Christmas Greetings from Pastor DougChristmas Greetings from Pastor Doug
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In the very fi rst chapter of Luke, there are so many things going on…  We are 
introduced to characters who, to us, are well known, but to the recipient of 
Luke’s missive, the most excellent Theophilus, may have been new -  people 
like Elizabeth and her husband Zechariah, the angel Gabriel, and, of course, 
Mary.  While Mary, the mother of Christ, is not mentioned in Luke’s gospel 
after chapter 2, she plays an important role in God’s plan of salvation.  Luke 
tells us in chapter one: 46And Mary said, “My soul magnifi es the Lord, 47and my 
spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 48for he has looked with favor on the lowliness of his 
servant. Surely, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 49for the Mighty One 
has done great things for me, and holy is his name.  (NRSV)

This passage is often referred to as the Magnifi cat, owing to the translation of the word “magnifi es” 
in Latin.  These simple verses give us the fi rst inclination that what is about to happen will change the 
course of humanity – it is the fi rst use of the word “Savior” in the New Testament…  Mary is telling 
us that a new chapter in God’s unfolding story of salvation is about to happen!

A tiny baby is about to be born.  And even though every child is special, every child is signifi cant, this 
one will be even more so.  God is coming.  God is about to show up and walk among humanity for 
the fi rst time since Adam and Eve in Genesis:  8They heard the sound of the Lord God walking in the garden 
at the time of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord 
God among the trees of the garden.  This time, though, God’s voice does not inspire fear as it did with 
those two standing naked in the Garden.  No, this time God’s Word made fl esh has inspired Mary to 
sing the praises of God.

“My soul magnifi es the Lord, 47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior…” To magnify means to praise, 
to glorify – so Mary is praising God for all that the Mighty One has done in her life – and in doing so, 
her Spirit, her soul, rejoices in the Savior that God is sending to her, and to all of humankind.  Eugene 
Peterson, in the Message, relates Mary’s song like this:  46 And Mary said, “ I’m bursting with God-news; 
I’m dancing the song of my Savior God.”  

How about you and me?  Are we bursting with God-news?  Are we so overwhelmed by God’s grace, 
God’s Good News, that we can’t contain our excitement?  Are we telling the world that God is 
coming – that God has come?  Are we dancing the song of my Savior God?  Are our actions showing 
the world that we are Christian?  Do what we say, and what we do, tell others that we believe?

Christmas is coming and with it will be opportunities to let others know that this holiday means 
more to you and me than Christmas trees, lights, songs and presents.  That there is more to celebrate 
than a couple of days off work, way too much to eat, and a pile of bills in January.

God has promised us a far better gift than anything we could ever fi nd hidden away in a stocking, 
wrapped in gaudy paper with a Wal-Mart ribbon.  No, God’s gift comes in a lowly manger, a feed 
trough for cattle and sheep.  God’s gift didn’t need sparkling lights because it came with a guiding star.  
God’s gift didn’t need songs – it was announced by “a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying, 14 ‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and on earth peace among those whom he favors!’”

God’s gift is life.  Life in Christ.  And there is no better gift than that.

Christmas blessings to you and your family as we celebrate God’s generosity!

Pr. Doug
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At Joyful Harvest, we believe that receiving communion 
is appropriate for all ages. 

We were excited to have 5 children participate this year.
Danielle Peterson, Noah Smith, Bryson Doughty, Ben Hagen and Gavin Zim.

Here are a couple of pictures where the kids were making grape juice and bread 
for the Communion Service on November 4th.

Young Believers’ Class

Young Believer’s Class is a time when children (and adults) are taught the meaning and purpose 
behind the Lord’s Supper.  There were only a few classes to prepare the children for their 
Communion Celebration Event at which they had a great time, but the last class was by far the 
best as Gavin said “This was awesome”.

Thank you, Pastor Doug!



Page 5

What is Communion?
(also called “The Lord’s Supper” or “The Eucharist”)
 Communion is the body and blood of Christ present within the earthly elements 
of bread and the wine, instituted by Christ himself at the Last Supper to eat and 
drink. The word’s “given for you” and “shed for you” show us that forgiveness of sin, 
life, and salvation are given to us in the sacrament through these words, because 
where there is forgiveness of sin, there is also life and salvation.  As Lutherans, 
we believe the eating and drinking of the elements, accompanied by the words of 
institution, actually bestows upon us the forgiveness of sins - a tangible and physical 
way through which we are able to experience God’s wondrous grace.

Communion Celebration Event
November 4th, 2012

Youth Band

Youth Band
preparing to
praise God!

Left to Right: Haley Bettis, Pam Doughty (just peeking over the piano), Raven Hoffman, 
Olivia Stevens, Ericson Hoffman and Nathan Wollerman.
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Tom Hankins and Bill Rudzena
loading turkeys for the Thanksgiving Dinner donations 
for the Northern Illinois Helping Hands Food Pantry.

150 Thanksgiving dinners 
were provided through 

gifts given by Joyful Harvest 
members and others!

Thank you to everyone
for your generous donations!

Thanksgiving Meal & Fellowship 2012Thanksgiving Meal & Fellowship 2012
Great Worship . . . Great Food . . . Great Company . . . what more can you ask for?

Thank you to Hazel Morley for organizing this wonderful meal.
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You’re Invited!
Christmas Cookie Exchange

Christmas cookies and happy hearts,
this is how the holiday starts!

Saturday, December 8th, from 2:00-4:00 pm 
at Joyful Harvest Church

Please bring 3 dozen cookies (2 for the exchange and 1 to sample.)
Also, bring a container to take your cookies home in.

Coffee and other beverages will be provided.
A great way to fellowship and have fun.

The Concept:
Invite a group of bakers to come and have each one bring so many dozen (a number to be determined 
by the number invited) homemade cookies.  Bake up a big batch of your family’s favorite holiday 
treats and exchange baked goods together in a cheery, festive environment.  Everyone leaves with 
a variety of goodies to stash away for Christmas entertaining - and perhaps a new recipe or two.

A cookie exchange saves valuable time during the busiest season of the year.  It is much faster 
to make multiple batches of the same cookie, than to track down ingredients for 7 or 8 different 
recipes and prepare each one.

A cookie exchange provides you with a wonderful selection of homemade baked goods to 
serve your guests over the holidays.

A cookie exchange introduces new types of cookies to your palate and unique recipes to your 
repertoire.

See  you  there!
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
3 1 2 1

5 6 7 82 3 4

13 14 159 10 11 12

20 21 2216 17 18 19

2726

7:00 am - Men’s Group
9:00 am - Choir practice
9:00 am - Hanging of the Greens- 
      Church Decorating
6:00 pm - Worship

7:00 am - Men’s Group
9:00 am - Choir practice
2:00-4:00pm - Cookie Exchange
6:00 pm - Worship

7:00 am - Men’s Group
9:00 am - Choir practice
6:00 pm - Worship

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake
9:30 am - Kiddy Keys
4:30 pm - Tuesday Night Pizza Club
    at Half Time in Johnsburg

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake
9:30 am - Kiddy Keys
4:30 pm - Tuesday Night Pizza Club
    at Half Time in Johnsburg

1 2

2825 29

Please pray for these Joyful Harvest families listed for the month of December.

J. Roth

B.&R. Rudzena B. Sisk J.&H. Smith C.&V. Stevens G.&R. Stevens G. Wolf H.&M. Aavang

J.&K. Anderson J. Bagin J. Betts K. Betts S.&S. Conner G.&C. Craig A.&R. Dixon

C. Garstkiewicz J.&S. Hagen T.&H. Hankins E.&T. Hoffman M.&M. Kandray D.&D. Kelly L. Konieczski
R.&C. Kutz

J.&S. Larkin C.&C. Liska A. ListonD.&S. Liston

T.&H. Hankins

29

7:00 am - Men’s Group
9:00 am - Choir practice
6:00 pm - Worship
7:00 pm - Caroliing & Potato Bake

9:30 am - Weight Watchers
8:30 am - Worship
9:30 am - Christmas Pageant
10:30 am - Worship
5:00-7:00 pm - Confirmation
6:00 pm - Den Leader’s Meeting

J. Larkin

27

6:00 pm - Bread & Bible Study

6:00 pm - Bread & Bible Study

24

9:30 am - Weight Watchers 
6:30 pm - Council Meeting
6:30 pm - Den Meetings

8:30 am - Worship
9:30 am - Sunday School and
      Adult Bible Study
10:30 am - Worship
1:45 pm - GROW outing - 
   Woodstock Opera House
5:00-7:00 pm - Confirmation 

J.&S. Lusk D.&M. Luszcz A.J.&S. Miller J.&S. Hagen

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake
9:30 am - Kiddy Keys
4:30 pm - Tuesday Night Pizza Club
    at Half Time in Johnsburg

December 2012

7:00 pm - Pack Meeting

9:30 am - Weight Watchers
4:30-7:30pm - Blood Drive
6:30 pm - Den Meetings 

8:30 am - Worship
9:30 am - Sunday School and
      Adult Bible Study
10:30 am - Worship
6:00 pm - Cub Scout Meeting

30 31T.&K. Liston

5:30 pm - Youth Lock-In

6:00 pm - Bread & Bible Study

7:00 am - Men’s Group
9:00 am - Choir practice
6:00 pm - Worship

8:00 pm - Candlelight
  Christmas Eve 
  Worship

8:30 am - Worship
9:30 am - Sunday School and
      Adult Bible Study
10:30 am - Worship
7:00 pm - Blue Christmas /
Longest Night Worship (12/23 Only)

First Day of

23 D.&C. Korus

7:00 pm - Vission Team Meeting
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December 16th
9:30am

Children practicing for the Christmas Pageant.

Longest Night / Blue Christmas
Worship

Blue?  Yes, blue as in the blues.  As in “I am feeling blue.”  Not everyone is up and cheery for the 
Christmas holidays.  Dealing with the death of a loved one, facing life after divorce or separation, 
coping with the loss of a job, living with cancer or some other disease that puts a question mark 
over the future, and a number of other human situations make parties and the associated joyousness 
painful for many people in our congregation and community..

This year, Joyful Harvest will hold a service of worship on December 23rd at 7:00pm, one of the 
longest nights of the year, in order to help those who can’t seem to fi nd joy for whatever reason, to 
offer them a chance to meet the God who understands the struggle with darkness and grief faced 
by those living with loss and who lovingly chooses to walk with them. 

Allen and Jean Gates Left to Right:  Dalton and Jackie Lindsey, 
Donna Latter and Bruce Truax

Not pictured: Isabelle Lindsey
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HHAPPENINGS & SPECIAL EVENTSAPPENINGS & SPECIAL EVENTS

Poinsettias:
  Poinsettias (pink, white and red) are on sale for $7.50 each with some of 
the money going to the NILHH Food Pantry.  There are forms in the narthex 
to fi ll out in regards to “in honor of” or “in memory of”.

Cookie Exchange:
  Saturday, December 8th from 2:00-4:00 pm at Joyful Harvest, Roberta 
Miller is hosting a Cookie Exchange.  Anyone interested should bring 3 doz. 
cookies (2 for the exchange and 1 to sample.) Also, bring a container to 
take your cookies home in.  Coffee and other beverages will be provided. 
Wonderful way to fellowship and have fun. Please sign up in the Narthex or 
call the church 847-497-4569.

Hanging of the Greens:
  On December 1st at 9:00 am we will be decorating the sanctuary for Christmas.  Many hands 
make for easy work.  Please come and join in the excitement of the season.

Caroling on the Corner and Potato Bake:
  Saturday, December 22nd at 7:00 pm we will be having our Caroling on the Corner and Potato 
Bake.  Joyful Harvest will supply the baked potatoes and if everyone brings a topping for them, we 
will all share.  Then we will get dressed in costumes (that are provided) and go outside and sing in 
the nativity on the corner.  This is our oldest and most beautiful tradition.  Please come and be a 
part of it. 

GROW Event - The Best Christmas Pageant Ever:
  On December 2nd at 1:45 pm we will meet at Joyful Harvest and then head out to the 
Woodstock Opera House to see “The Best Christmas Pageant Ever” by Barbara Robinson.  This is 
a hilarious Christmas tale about a couple struggling to put on a church Christmas pageant.

Choir Practice:
  Choir practice is Saturday mornings at 9:00am.  If you’re interested in being a 
part of the music ministry, please see Pam Doughty, our Music Director.



Education News

Men’s Study Group:
 Are you searching for the meaning of life? Men’s Group is 
continuing to meet on Saturday mornings at 7:00 am at the church 
for fellowship and learning more about God’s call on our lives.  All 
men are invited to attend.  This is a great time to come join us.

Soup, Bread & Bible Study:
 Join us on Wednesday evenings as we do in-depth study and refl ection 
on the lectionary texts for the week.  We will begin at 6:00 with a Soup and 
Bread Fellowship, share our Bible Study, and end with a Compline (Evening) 
worship service.  (6:00 - 8:00 p.m. Wednesdays)

Page 12

Sunday School:
 Our Pre-K through fi fth grade students will study the LIVE curriculum - a 
wonderful series where we encourage the children to read their Bibles, 
strengthen their Bible skills and learn Bible truths.  Students are immersed in a 
Bible story each week, experiencing a new learning area and growing in their faith 
and relationship with God.  These stories come alive for the children in new and 

exciting ways.
 Our older students will also have a Bible story refresher each week, but will concentrate their 
studies in C.S. Lewis’ Screwtape Letters.  Wikipedia gives the best and most concise explanation of 
Lewis’ work: In The Screwtape Letters, C.S. Lewis provides a series of lessons in the importance of taking 
a deliberate role in living our Christian faith by portraying a typical human life, with all its temptations 
and failings, as seen from devils’ viewpoint.  Screwtape holds an administrative post in the bureaucracy 
(“Lowerarchy”) of Hell, and acts as a mentor to Wormwood, the inexperienced tempter.  In the body of the 
thirty-one letters which make up the book, Screwtape gives Wormwood detailed advice on various methods 
of undermining faith and promoting sin in the Patient, interspersed with observations on human nature and 
Christian doctrine.  Wormwood and Screwtape live in a peculiarly morally reversed world, where individual 
benefi t and greed are seen as the greatest good, and neither demon is capable of comprehending God’s love 
for man or acknowledging true human virtue when he sees it.  This is a wonderful study and will give our 
students great life lessons and a lot to contemplate about how they live out their Christian faith.
 Kurt Peight is leading our Adult Education program with a study of the Book of Acts - seeing 
God active in and through the early Christian Church.  Join Kurt and his class as they explore God’s 
redemptive work and watch as the Church takes form to spread the Word of God to the world.
 Our children are of utmost importance - we need to teach them about God’s love and how 
they can interact with the world from a Christian perspective.  If you have a heart for seeing a 
child’s faith blossom before your eyes and wish to serve God, there is a place for you in our Sunday 
School program.  Please contact Glen Stevens or Holly Smith for addition information.
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My Faith Walk - Rose StevensMy Faith Walk - Rose Stevens
 When I was young, my parents didn’t go to church, so I went with the neighbor kids when 
invited.  I just thought of it as someplace new and different to go.  I would sit with my friends and 
goof around mostly, not understanding all that I was hearing.  Afterwards they had Sunday School 
and I liked that a lot.  We colored pictures of Moses and Jesus and talked about him and how we 
should be like him.  I got my fi rst Bible there.

 As I got older I knew there was something to this “God thing”, I just wasn’t sure what.  As I 
attended different churches here and there I would understand a little more each time.  I now 
knew who God was, that Jesus was his Son sent to die for me.  Me?!!  Why would he do that for 
me?! That’s when my walk really started.  I knew I wanted to know more.

 One day, I came across a Billy Graham Crusade program and it was the turning point in my 
life that told me I was something special in God’s eyes and I wanted to know and understand as 
much as I could.  I knew it wasn’t going to be easy.  Never having one church I could call my own, 
I was always nervous going into one and never felt like I belonged.  But there was always this tug 
in my heart. Still to this day I get weepy hearing an organ played in church, silly huh? This got to be 
a problem for me though because I realized that I am very soft-hearted and the littlest thing (like 
organ music) will make me cry.  And that made me feel embarrassed.  Am I crying because the 
music is so beautiful or because I’m just not worthy of God’s love?  I really wasn’t sure.

 I continued to read books and watch programs to help me grow closer to God, but I still hadn’t 
found “my church”.  At one point I started attending Willow Creek, and I enjoyed it; there was 
drama, lots of people worshiping and lots of music.  I didn’t feel like I was being stared at or singled 
out.  Basically no one knew me and I was comfortable.

 Fast forward a few more years and I meet my wonderful husband, Glen.  We had discussed 
church many times and were attending Willow Creek now and then.  It was nice to have someone 
that shared a love of God.  One day we were driving through Johnsburg and we saw this church 
being built on the corner and decided that, when it was fi nished, we would go there.  The rest, as 
they say,is history.  That church is now “our church” and we have been members since 2004.  You 
always feel the love and feel welcome; Pastor Doug is always there for anyone who needs him and 
his messages get to the root of what God wants us to do in our lives which is believe in Him and 
share his love with others.

 Settling in, we wanted to be more involved and do what God was calling us to do and that was 
to volunteer our time and give to the church on a regular basis.  It was not diffi cult to decide to 
do; it was diffi cult to let go of the money, but we did.  We started out small and it just grew.  The 
closer we got to God, the more we prayed about it and we wanted to give.  So we increased our 
offering again.  I guess that was the main thing… we WANTED to give.  I have read and heard many 
times that if you trust God with your money, he won’t let you down and it will always be there.  
Now there were times we got hit hard with fi nancial woes and hesitated on Sunday to write the 
check, but we trust God and continued to give.  I can’t tell you how many times I said to Glen, “I 
have no idea where the money comes from when I go to write the offering check, but it’s always 

continued to page 14
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+ Christian Symbols + Bible Quiz? ?? ? ?

Answers: C (See Luke 2:41-49.)

When Jesus was 
12, he worried his 
parents by staying 
behind at the temple 
as their travel group 
departed Jerusalem. 
What Jewish festival 
had they celebrated 
in the city?

A.  Hanukkah 
B.  Purim
C. Passover
D.  The Feast of Tabernacles

?

One of the season’s symbolic 
colors is blue, representing 
hope. During Advent, we wait 
in hope to celebrate again 
God’s coming in human form, 
and we look forward in hope 
to Christ’s coming in glory 
at the end of the age. Purple 
symbolizes the royalty of Jesus, the coming 
Prince of Peace, and the penitence with which 
we receive him. Some congregations also use 
pink or white candles in Advent wreaths, with 
pink symbolizing joy and white symbolizing the 
Christ child.

Advent Colors

there”.  We stopped questioning it and kept trusting Him. We’re going to increase our offering 
again knowing that God has it under control.  And because of that we continue to have the peace 
and joy God gives.  A famous preacher said something that I thought got right to the point.  “If you 
don’t trust God with your money, the devil will just take it from you.”   
 Remember one of the things Jesus said before he ascended into heaven “My peace I leave with 
you”.  His peace?!  He left with me?!  If you can fi nd your peace and joy in the Lord, you will fi nd all 
you need to serve him.  We did, and it’s amazing how it works when you learn to trust God.  We 
are thankful everyday in our prayers for all He has blessed us with and the angels he has sent to us 
each and every time we were in need.  As Pastor reminds us each Sunday,  “Go in peace and serve 
the Lord”.  How wonderful it would be if everyone did just that!   It’s amazing to know that the 
creator of this entire universe is always ready to listen to me when I pray, but He does! – AMEN

In His Light,
Rose Stevens

My Faith Walk - Rose Stevens
continued from page 13
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12/01 Raven Hoffman
12/01 Jason Romano
12/10 Dick Morley
12/12 Brian Rieke
12/21 Sarah Hagen
12/26 Tom Hankins
12/30 Jacob & Neco Miller

Birthdays:

12/31 Mr. & Mrs. A. J. Miller
Anniversaries:

December CelebrationsDecember Celebrations

Piano Lesson
A touching story of love and perseverance

 At the prodding of my friends I am writing this story. My name is Mildred Honor and I am a former 
elementary school music teacher from Des Moines, Iowa.
 I have always supplemented my income by teaching piano lessons - something I have done for over 
30 years. During those years, I found that children have many levels of musical ability, and even though 
I have never had the pleasure of having a prodigy, I have taught some very talented students.  However, 
I have also had my share of what I call ‘musically challenged’ pupils - one such pupil being Robby.
 Robby was 11 years old when his mother, a single mom, dropped him off for his fi rst piano lesson. 
I prefer that students (especially boys) begin at an earlier age, which I explained to Robby.  But Robby 
said that it had always been his mother’s dream to hear him play the piano, so I took him as a student.
 Well, Robby began his piano lessons and from the beginning I thought it was a hopeless endeavor.  
As much as Robby tried, he lacked the sense of tone and basic rhythm needed to excel. But he 
dutifully reviewed his scales and some elementary piano pieces that I require all my students to learn. 
Over the months, he tried and tried, while I listened and cringed and tried to encourage him.  At the 
end of each weekly lesson, he would always say ‘My mom’s going to hear me play someday.’ But to me, 
it seemed hopeless, he just did not have any inborn ability.  
 I only knew his mother from a distance as she dropped off Robby or waited in her aged car to pick 
him up. She always waved and smiled, but never dropped in.  Then, one day, Robby stopped coming for 
his lessons.  I thought about calling him, but assumed that because of his lack of ability he had decided 
to pursue something else.  I was also glad that he had stopped coming - he was a bad advertisement 
for my teaching!
 Several weeks later, I mailed a fl yer about an upcoming recital to the students’ homes. To my 
surprise, Robby, who had received a fl yer, asked me if he could be in the recital. I told him that the 
recital was for current pupils and that because he had dropped out, he really did not qualify.  He told 
me that his mother had been sick and unable to take him to his piano lessons, but that he had been 
practicing.  ‘Please Miss Honor, I’ve just got to play,’ he insisted.  I don’t know what led me to allow 
him to play in the recital - perhaps it was his insistence or maybe something inside of me saying that 
it would be all right.
 The night of the recital came and the high school gymnasium was packed with parents, relatives and 
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friends. I put Robby last in the program, just before 
I was to come up and thank all the students and 
play a fi nishing piece. I thought that any damage he 
might do would come at the end of the program 
and I could always salvage his poor performance 
through my ‘curtain closer’. 
 Well, the recital went off without a hitch; the 
students had practiced and it showed. Then Robby 
came up on the stage.  His clothes were wrinkled 
and his hair looked as though he had run an egg 
beater through it.  ‘Why wasn’t he dressed up like 
the other students?’ I thought. ‘Why didn’t his 
mother at least make him comb his hair for this 
special night?’
 Robby pulled out the piano bench, and I was 
surprised when he announced that he had chosen 
to play Mozart’s Concerto No. 21 in C Major. I 
was not prepared for what I heard next. His 
fi ngers were light on the keys; they even danced 
nimbly on the ivories. He went from pianissimo to 
fortissimo, from allegro to virtuoso; his suspended 
chords that Mozart demands were magnifi cent!  
Never had I heard Mozart played so well by 
anyone his age.
 After six and a half minutes he ended his grand 
crescendo, and everyone was on their feet in wild 
applause! Overcome and in tears, I ran up on stage 
and put my arms around Robby in joy.  ‘I have 
never heard you play like that Robby, how did you 
do it?’ Through the microphone Robby explained:  
‘Well, Miss Honor . . . remember I told you that my 
mom was sick?  Well, she actually had cancer and 
passed away this morning.  And well . . . she was 
born deaf, so tonight was the fi rst time she had 
ever hear me play, and I wanted to make it special.’  
There wasn’t a dry in the house that evening. As 
the people from Social Services led Robby from 
the stage to be placed into foster care, I noticed 
that even their eyes were red and puffy. I thought 
to myself then how much richer my life had been 
for taking Robby as my pupil.  
 No, I have never had a prodigy, but that night I 
became a prodigy . . . of Robby. He was the teacher 
and I was the pupil, for he had taught me the 
meaning of perseverance and love and believing 
in yourself, and maybe even taking a chance on 
someone and you didn’t know why. 


