
Ringwood

McHenry

Richmond Spring
Grove

Fox
Lake

Johnsburg
★

➢

N

Sp
rin

g 
G

ro
ve

 R
d.

Jo
hn

sb
ur

g 
Rd

.

Ch
ap

el
 H

ill 
Rd

.

Ri
ng

wo
od

 R
d.

Bay  Rd.

120

31

12

Our Core Values:
Family Worship
Relying on Prayer
Unity in Christ
Instruction in the Word
Telling Others
Service to God’s
 Community

5050 N. Johnsburg Road
Located at the corner of Johnsburg and Ringwood Roads

Johnsburg, IL 60051
847•497•4569  •  Fax: 847-497-9769

www.joyfulharvest.org
Pastor Doug Liston - pastor@joyfulharvest.org

Worship with
Holy Communion

Saturdays................6:00 pm
Sundays...................8:15 am
Sundays.................10:45 am

Sunday School
Sundays...................9:30 am

The Grapevine
June, 2012                        Volume 3, Issue 6         

JOYFUL HARVEST CHURCH • “Growing Together for Christ”

J U N E
SPECIAL DATES

Trinity Sunday....................June 3rd

Flag Day............................June 14th

Pastor Doug’s 
 Ordination..................June 15th

Father’s Day.....................June 17th

First Day of Summer......June 20th

Start of New Sunday Summer
 Worship Time.............June 24th

VBS...........................June 25th-29th

Acts 1:8, NRSV



Who’s Who at 
Joyful Harvest
Council Members:

President:
 Deb Kelly.........................847-497-3518
 Email:  deb_kelly@comcast.net

Secretary:
 Cher Liska.......................224-436-0615
 Email:  cml73155@att.net
 deb_kelly@comcast.net
At Large:
 Bill Rudzena..................815-347-4746
 Email:  william6379@comcast.net
 Hazel Morley................847-497-3926
 Email:  morley5613@comcast.net
 Theresa Hoffman......815-236-3781
 Email:  theresacandles@sbcglobal.net
 Shawn Conner.............847-497-4177
 Email: highlandszoo@comcast.net

Pastor:
 Doug Liston...................847-497-5452
 Email:  pastor@joyfulharvest.org

Ministry Team Leaders:
Worship Team Coordinator:
 Cindy Garstkiewicz.........
 Email:  cindy_g@comcast.net
Education Team Coordinator:
 Theresa Hoffman......815-236-3781
 Email:  theresacandles@sbcglobal.net
   Christina Ritter...........815-822-5342
 Email:  critter44@sbcglobal.net 
Facilities Director :
 Dan Kelly.........................847-497-3518
 Email:  deb_kelly@comcast.net

�

GrapeVine Articles:
To submit an article for July 2012

email Cindy Kutz at
info@classicprintery.com

by June 15th

For any newsletter submissions . . .
Newsletter Chairpersons:

Rose Stevens.....................262-298-7055
Cindy Kutz........................815-385-3124

or 847-546-6555
Email:  info@classicprintery.com

Fax:  847-546-6558
or give to Rose or Cindy

at church service.

To submit a bulletin announcement:
Email it to offi ce@joyfulharvest.org

by Wednesday each week.
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From the desk of Pastor Doug
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Surprise!  Guess what?  Today is a special day – a gift from God!  
And to make it even more special I’ve got a surprise for you!

Yes, that’s right!  I have a gift for each of you in my little corner of 
the Grapevine this month.  It’s probably not a gift you ever thought 
of someone giving to you.  And yet it is something that I think that 
each and every one of us really needs.  Here it is…  are you ready?  
My gift to you for the entire month of June, and maybe for the rest 
of your life is…  Drum roll please…  Discontent.  

Yes, my gift to you is a healthy dose of discontent.  And it is to be 
delivered by Special Delivery.  It comes as an answer to prayer…  A prayer that I’m not 
sure how many of us will have the strength or resolve to truly pray.   When I fi rst read it, I 
thought “Wow!  That’s powerful… and at the same time, frightening and, if I really mean it, 
it will change my life forever.”

Well, here goes.  Pray this along with me – if you dare.

  “O, God, make me discontented with things the way they are in my life and in the     “O, God, make me discontented with things the way they are in my life and in the   
world.  Make me notice the stains when people get spilled on.  Make me care about the world.  Make me notice the stains when people get spilled on.  Make me care about the 
slum child downtown, the misfi t at work, the people crammed into the mental hospital, slum child downtown, the misfi t at work, the people crammed into the mental hospital, 
the men, women, and youth behind bars.  Jar my complacence, expose my excuses, get me the men, women, and youth behind bars.  Jar my complacence, expose my excuses, get me 
involved in the life of my city and world.  Give me integrity once more, O God, as I seek involved in the life of my city and world.  Give me integrity once more, O God, as I seek 
to be changed and transformed, with a new understanding and awareness of our common to be changed and transformed, with a new understanding and awareness of our common 
humanity.” (adapted from a prayer by Robert Raines, Wittenberg Door, 1971)humanity.” (adapted from a prayer by Robert Raines, Wittenberg Door, 1971)

Sorry.  No refunds.  No exchanges.  If you think that this gift isn’t for you, that it doesn’t quite 
fi t, I assure you, it is a one-size-fi ts-all prayer.  Maybe it’s a little short in the sleeves, or too 
tight around the waist, but that’s the point.  It should make you uncomfortable.  Like wearing 
a woolen sweater in the middle of August, it should make you sweat a little.  That’s the point 
of the gift of discontent.

Discontent isn’t something that we ordinarily think of as a gift, is it?  But in one of the books 
I’m currently reading, Christianity After Religion, author Diane Butler Bass reminded me that 
discontent is a beginning – a beginning of change.  It is only when we step back from our 
cozy, fuzzy, everything-is-hunky-dory lives and actually see things for the way they really are, 

continued to page 4

“O, God, make me discontented with things the way they are in my life and in the world.  
Make me notice the stains when people get spilled on.  Make me care about the slum 
child downtown, the misfi t at work, the people crammed into the mental hospital, the 
men, women, and youth behind bars.  Jar my complacence, expose my excuses, get me 
involved in the life of my city and world.  Give me integrity once more, O God, as I seek to 
be changed and transformed, with a new understanding and awareness of our common 
humanity.” (adapted from a prayer by Robert Raines, Wittenberg Door, 1971)
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it’s only then that we can see the sin and the injustice that so permeates our society and our 
lives, and begin to take action to fi x it.

Sometimes I think we’re too satisfi ed with the way things are.  Too satisfi ed to put in the 
effort to change things.  Change involves a lot of work, you know.  It’s so much easier to just 
go along like we always have, or to let someone else worry about it.  But discontent changes 
all of that.  Discontent makes us itch – like that woolen sweater on a hot day – we start to 
itch and chaff and pretty soon we can’t stand it any longer – something has to give.  We have 
to take action – to change, to make the world right again.  Butler Bass writes: “Discontent is 
one step short from longing for a better life, a better society, a better world; and longing is 
another step short from doing something about what is wrong.” (pg. 84)

So, congratulations!  If you prayed along with me and you honestly opened your heart to 
God, you are now the “owner” of a chunk of discontent – of restlessness, of being unwilling 
to accept the status quo.  You’re ready for action – you’re empowered to make things right in 
our world fi lled with so many wrongs.  But don’t think you have to do it all yourself.  It’s too 
much for one person to have to do everything.  

So here’s the secret to how we change so much more than one person can handle: You pick 
one thing – one wrong that needs righting.  Just one.  Start to work on that one thing and 
do as much as you possibly can to make fair what is unfair.  You’re going to see so very many 
other things that are wrong – but focus on just one.  

Put all of your heart and soul and strength into changing that one injustice.  But also pray.  
Pray about those other things that bother you – that are wrong.  Pray to God that someone 
else will be given the same gift that I just gave to you.  The Gift of Discontent.  Pray that God 
will give stir up in someone else the fi re and the drive to change… and to pray for others…

And you know, if enough of our Brothers and Sisters get that gift of discontentment, we can 
truly make the world a better place.

Blessings
Pr. Doug

From the desk of Pastor Doug (continued)
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Council News

Greetings Everyone,

PASTOR DOUG LISTON has been called to Joyful Harvest!

 That’s right, on Sunday, May 20th, Joyful Harvest held our Semi-Annual 
Congregational meeting and by unanimous vote, Doug Liston has been 

called to Joyful Harvest to serves as our pastor.

 Pastor Doug’s ordination will be held in Rock Island on June 15th, and the future of Joyful 
Harvest will begin!  The work does not end there, this is only the beginning.  All of our feet 
will hit the ground running as we all look to share the Word of our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ.

 In the beginning, Jesus called 12 Disciples to share all that he taught, and as time has moved 
forward, the number of disciples has grown.  We are all disciples, called by Jesus to share all 
that he has taught us. You know how the commercial goes, and they talked to friends, and 
they talked to friends, and so on, and so on.  So, we as Disciples of Christ, will share all that 
he has taught us, and help grow His church, our church. I am very excited and I hope that all 
of you are, too.  We have an ability to make a difference in our community, all by doing what 
Jesus has taught us to do.

 We have an Open House planned August 25th, where we will open our doors to our 
communities, showing what Joyful Harvest has to offer.  Before the Open House we 
have Vacation Bible School, which is scheduled the last week in June.  These are just two 
opportunities we have in sharing with the community what Jesus has taught us.

 More information will be coming out on both of these wonderful opportunities, but truly 
I just wanted to share this most wonderful news about Pastor Doug.

 I would also like to take a moment to thank some people.  Thanks for the Call Committee 
for all of their hard work, you all did a great job!  I would also like to take a moment to thank 
our council.  We have gone through some changes over the past few years, but I am so proud 
and excited to be working with all of you.  This group is just amazing to work with and I’m 
thankful to have each of you.

Blessing,
Debbie Kelly
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Mother’s Day Tea
  

Mother’s Day Tea was great!
We did, however, have to go without our Guest 

Speaker because of the Nato Summit -
can you believe that?!

Pastor Doug was ready and helped us out with a 
wonderful video and small sermon.  The Birdbath 

Players performed for us and as usual they cracked 
us all up.  The Tuxmen were on the ball seeing to it 

that we had hot water for our teapots, etc.  With the 
raffl es and games, a good time was had by all.

I want to personally thank every who assisted in the 
Tea’s success.  For fear of missing a name I won’t print 

them but you all know who you are, and from the 
bottom of my heart I want you to know how much 

you are appreciated and loved.  I could not have done 
it without you!!

Love & Prayers Always,
Rose
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June 25-29 • 9am-12pm
Join us for a celebration of  Jesus 

at our upcoming 
Vacation Bible School
(This is for the whole family)

Contact Joyful Harvest Church 
at www.joyfulharvest.org

for pricing & registration form

Christian Olympics
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

Heroes of  the Bible

2012
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
2 3 1 2

6 7 8 93 4 5

14 15 1610 11 12 13

21 22 2317 18 19 20

2724 25 27

7:00 am - Men’s Group
9:00 am - Choir practice
6:00 pm - Worship

7:00 am - Men’s Group
9:00 am - Choir practice
6:00 pm - Worship

7:00 am - Men’s Group
9:00 am - Choir practice
2:00 pm - Zink/Larkin Wedding
6:00 pm - Worship

8:15 am - Worship
10:45 am - Worship
6:00 pm - Teen Fun

9:30 am - Weight Watchers

9:30 am - Weight Watchers

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake

2 1

2926 30

1

June 2012June 2012

Please pray for these Joyful Harvest families listed for the month of JunePlease pray for these Joyful Harvest families listed for the month of June

R. Miller

D.&H. Morley L. Mormino K.&S. Peight T.&H. Peterson B. Reike D. Rigby C. Ritter

G.&C. Ritter J.&J. Romano J.&J. Romano J. Roth B.&R. Rudzena B. Sisk J.&H. Smith

C.&V. Stevens G.&R. Stevens G. Wolf H.&M. Aavang J.&K. Anderson J. Bagin J. Betts

S.&S. Conner G.&C. Craig C. Garstkiewicz J.&S. Hagen T.&H. Hankins

7:00 pm - VBS & 
Sunday School 
Meeting

K. Betts

9:30 am - Weight Watchers

D. Miller

29

7:00 am - Men’s Group
9:00 am - Choir practice
6:00 pm - Worship

9:00 am - Worship
    Start of new 
    Summer 
    Worship time

9:30 am - Weight Watchers
6:00 pm - Scout Den

8:15 am - Worship
10:45 am - Worship

A.&R. Dixon

8:15 am - Worship
10:45 am - Worship

 Volunteer
Recognition

Sunday

28

6:00 pm - Feed Your Faith

6:00 pm - Feed Your Faith

6:00 pm - Feed Your Faith

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake

6:00 pm - Feed Your Faith

25

6:00 am - LifeSource

7:00 pm - Council Meeting

PASTOR DOUG’S
ORDINATION

Vacation Bible SchoolVacation Bible School

6:30 pm - Open House Meeting

7:00 am - Men’s Group
9:00 am - Choir practice
6:00 pm - Worship

Trinity Sunday

First Day of
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Saturday, August 25th
Noon - 3:00pm

These are two words you are really going to get tired of hearing me say in the next couple of 
months!  But it will be necessary to get you motivated.  Come on!  –  If we all work together 
we can make this so successful!!

The fi rst meeting for this project will be Thursday, June 7th, 6:30 pm at the church.  We will 
go over the plan, pray over the plan and refi ne it to perfection.  I am looking to put the work 
together in groups of 2 or 3 so no one will be working alone.

This Open House is so important for us as a mission church, for the Pastor’s fi rst call church 
and for this community.  Most of all it’s important to God.  This is what He’s called us to do.  
We need to fi nd those who are looking for that missing piece in their lives, for that missing 
place where they are wanted and loved, for those people they can count on.  We are those 
people and this is that place!  We just need to reach out!  With this Open House not only 
can we reach out, this time we can touch them.  By inviting them in to meet us, see what the 
church has to offer and show them that they do fi t in.  That Christ is here waiting for them.  
If we make them feel comfortable, and I know we can, they’ll come back and maybe bring a 
family member or a friend.  Picture it . . . next year at this time we could be holding a service 
in a newly built sanctuary because the membership has grown too large for the one we have 
now!  Think of how much more we could do with more members!

Think back to the time when you were confused and not sure what it was you were looking 
for.  Did someone invite you to church?  How did you fi nd your place here?  Someone cared 
enough to ask you or invite you, right?  I know, for myself, I was invited to a church and al-
though I didn’t feel comfortable at fi rst, everyone was so nice and friendly and I was invited 
back the very next Sunday and that made me feel special.

I guess I’m trying to appeal to your sense of compassion, dedication and commitment.  It will 
take everyone to make it successful.  We have all worked together as a small group for a long 
time and we do get tired of meetings and always being at the church for something.  Perhaps 
if we rally together one more time and do it all for the glory of God and nothing else.  I think 
He will show us that it was all worth it.

What do you say?  Are you in?  I sure am!  Praise be to God!

Thursday, June 7th – 6:30pm 1st Meeting 
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Youth Fun Night:
  Our next Sunday Youth Fun Night will be June 10 from 
6:00 p.m. until 8:00 pm. for Messy Games Night!  Make sure to 
wear some really old clothes and be prepared to get MESSY!  
Youth activity fun nights are the 2nd Sunday of each month for 
students in fi fth grade and up. 

HAPPENINGS & SPECIAL EVENTS

Thrivent Build:
 2012 will bring Thrivent and Habitat for Humanity to McHenry, as they plan to break ground 
for the 22nd Habitat home.  The fi rst Saturday of work will be June 2nd 2012.   The address of the 
build is 1605 Hillside Lane, McHenry, IL 60050.  The partner family for this home is so very excited 
to begin the process.  Please let us know if there is a Saturday or Sunday that you would like to be 
part of.  Please see Pastor Doug for the scheduling.

Open House:
  Joyful Harvest is going to open the doors of our church to the community 
with an Open House on August 25th.  Great things are happening - please 
consider participating on the committee and share the talents God has given you. 

Mothers’ Day Tea:
Our 6th annual Mother’s Day Tea held Saturday, May 19th was truly a success.  
The Birdbath Players performed, the Tuxmen were great and Pastor Doug 
provided us with a wonderful video and a small sermon.  Thank you Rose and to 
all who helped out with this great G.R.O.W. event. 

Choir Practice:
  The day for choir practice is going back to Satruday mornings at 9:00am.  If 
you’re interested in being a part of the music ministry, please see Pam Doughty, 
our Music Director.
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Education News

Men’s Study Group:
 Men’s Group is continuing to meet on Saturday mornings at 7:00 
am at the church for fellowship and learning more about God’s call 
on our lives.  All men are invited to attend.  We are using a study 
called “Begining Life Together”.   This is a great time to come and join 
us.

Feed Your Faith:
 Yes, we have a new name for what was called “Wednesday Soup & Bread 
Fellowship / Bible Study - now Feed Your Faith.  If you would like to join us, 
meet at church at 6:00pm each Wednesday for dinner with Soup & Bread 
followed by a study of the lectionary texts from the previous Sunday.  

Diakonia Graduates
On Saturday, June 12, Glen Stevens 
completed his two-year study and 
spiritual journey in the Northern 
Illinois Synod’s Diakonia Program.  
Diakonia is a lay education process 
of spiritual formation and theological 
study.  Classes meet once each week 
for two years during the school year.  
Individuals are joined by students and 
pastors from around the synod to 
talk about the Bible, Christian Ethics, 

Church and Society, and many 
other topics.  Students are 
also given the opportunity to 
discern their spiritual gifts.  If 
you are interested in learning 
more about what Diakonia is 
all about, please talk to Glen 
- and congratulate him on his 
graduation!
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Best dog story
If you love dogs and have or had one, this is worth every minute of your time.
Even if you don’t like dogs as pets, please read.

They told me the big black Lab’s name was Reggie, as I looked at him lying in his pen.  The shelter was clean, 
no-kill, and the people really friendly.

I’d only been in the area for six months, but everywhere I went in the small college town, people were wel-
coming and open. Everyone waves when you pass them on the street.

But something was still missing as I attempted to settle in to my new life here, and I thought a dog couldn’t 
hurt. Give me someone to talk to.  And I had just seen Reggie’s advertisement on the local news.  The shelter 
said they had received numerous calls right after, but they said the people who had come down to see him 
just didn’t look like “Lab people,” whatever that meant.  They must’ve thought I did.
 
But at fi rst, I thought the shelter had misjudged me in giving me Reggie and his things, which consisted of a 
dog pad, bag of toys almost all of which were brand new tennis balls, his dishes and a sealed letter from his 
previous owner.
 
See, Reggie and I didn’t really hit it off when we got home.  We struggled for two weeks (which is how long 
the shelter told me to give him to adjust to his new home).  Maybe it was the fact that I was trying to adjust, 
too.  Maybe we were too much alike.

I saw the sealed envelope. I had completely forgotten about that. “Okay, Reggie,” I said out loud, “let’s see if 
your previous owner has any advice.”

 
To Whomever Gets My Dog: 

Well, I can’t say that I’m happy you’re reading this, a letter I told the
 shelter could only be opened by Reggie’s new owner. I’m not even happy writing it. 

He knew something was different.
 

So let me tell you about my Lab in the hopes that it will help you bond with him and he with you.

First, he loves tennis balls. The more the merrier. Sometimes I think he’s part squirrel, the way he hoards 
them. He usually always has two in his mouth, and he tries to get a third in there. Hasn’t done it yet. Doesn’t 
matter where you throw them, he’ll bound after them, so be careful. Don’t do it by any roads. 

Next, commands. Reggie knows the obvious ones ---”sit,” “stay,” “come,”  “heel.” Knows hand signals, too:  
He knows “ball” and “food” and “bone” and “treat” like nobody’s business. Feeding schedule: twice a day, 
regular store-bought stuff; the shelter has the brand.
 
He’s up on his shots. Be forewarned: Reggie hates the vet. Good luck getting him in the car. I don’t know how 
he knows when it’s time to go to the vet, but he knows.

Finally, give him some time. It’s only been Reggie and me for his whole life. He’s gone everywhere with me, 
so please include him on your daily car rides if you can. He sits well in the backseat, and he doesn’t bark or 
complain. He just loves to be around people, and me most especially.

 
And that’s why I need to share one more bit of info with you...His name’s not Reggie. He’s a smart dog, he’ll 
get used to it and will respond to it, of that I have no doubt. But I just couldn’t bear to give them his real 

continued to page 14
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name. But if someone is reading this ... Well it means that his new owner should know his real name. His real 
name is “Tank.” Because, that is what I drive.
 
I told the shelter that they couldn’t make “Reggie” available for adoption until they received word from my 
company commander.  You see, my parents are gone, I have no siblings, no one I could’ve left Tank with ... And 
it was my only real request of the Army upon my deployment to Iraq, that they make one phone call to the 
shelter ... In the “event” ... To tell them that Tank could be put up for adoption. Luckily, my CO is a dog-guy, 
too, and he knew where my platoon was headed. He said he’d do it personally.  And if you’re reading this, 
then he made good on his word.
 
Tank has been my family for the last six years, almost as long as the Army has been my family.  And now I 
hope and pray that you make him part of your family, too, and that he will adjust and come to love you the 
same way he loved me.
 
If I have to give up Tank to keep those terrible people from coming to the US I am glad to have done so. 
He is my example of service and of love. I hope I honored him by my service to my country and comrades.

All right, that’s enough. I deploy this evening and have to drop this letter off at the shelter.  Maybe I’ll peek in 
on him and see if he fi nally got that third tennis ball in his mouth.
 
Good luck with Tank. Give him a good home, and give him an extra kiss goodnight - every night - from me.
 
 Thank you,
 Paul Mallory

 _________________________________________

I folded the letter and slipped it back in the envelope. Sure, I had heard of Paul Mallory, everyone in town 
knew him, even new people like me. Local kid, killed in Iraq a few months ago and posthumously earning the 
Silver Star when he gave his life to save three buddies. Flags have been at half-mast all summer.

I leaned forward in my chair and rested my elbows on my knees, staring at the dog.  “Hey, Tank,” I said quietly. 
The dog’s head whipped up, his ears cocked and his eyes bright.  “C’mere boy.”
 
He was instantly on his feet, his nails clicking on the hardwood fl oor. He sat in front of me, his head tilted, 
searching for the name he hadn’t heard in months. “Tank,” I whispered. His tail swished. I kept whispering his 
name, over and over, and each time, his ears lowered, his eyes softened, and his posture relaxed as a wave 
of contentment just seemed to fl ood him. I stroked his ears, rubbed his shoulders, buried my face into his 
scruff and hugged him.
 
“It’s me now,  Tank, just you and me.  Your old pal gave you to me.”  Tank reached up and licked my cheek.  “So 
whatdaya say we play some ball?” His ears perked again.  “Yeah? Ball? You like that? Ball?” Tank tore from my 
hands and disappeared into the next room.  And when he came back, he had three tennis balls in his mouth.

Best dog story . . . continued from page 13
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  5 Berkley Murphy 
  6 Matthew Carpenter
  7 Jorden Romano
 14 Morgan Aavang
 16 Gary Craig
 17 Nick Ganowski

A father’s love

In all that you do, a dad’s love plays a part.
There’s always a place for him 

deep in your heart.
And each year that passes, 

you’re even more glad,
More grateful and proud 
just to call him your dad!

–Author Unknown

 22 Carson Brennan
 23 Deb Kelly
 23 Nathan Wollerman
 24 Chris Liska
 27 Taylor Korus 

 6/5 Mr. & Mrs. Don Korus
 6/7 Mr. & Mrs. Dan Luszcz
 6/7 Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Volden
6/13 Mr. & Mrs. Rob Ganowski
6/14 Mr. & Mrs. Dan Kelly
6/14 Mr. & Mrs. Gordy Ritter
6/19 Mr. & Mrs. Bill Rudzena
6/21 Mr. & Mrs. Tom Hankins

Happy
Father’s Day!

Tom Hankins & Gary Craig picking up steam 
table donated by Mount Hope

Stephanie Peight decorating a 
beautiful bulletin board

Tuesday Night Pizza Club -
Come join us every Tuesday, 4:30 at Half Time
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The work of a
Christian father

Martin Luther taught that God calls all 
Christians to use their daily work to serve 
others.  Living in the Middle Ages, he used 
a rather progressive example to illustrate 
his point:

“[Our natural reason says,] ‘Alas, must I 
rock the baby, wash its diapers, make its 
bed, smell its stench, stay up nights with it, 
take care of it when it cries ...?’  What then 
does Christian faith say to this?

“It says, ‘O God, because I am certain that 
thou has created me as a man and hast 
from my body begotten this child, I also 
know for a certainty that it meets with thy 
perfect pleasure.  I confess to thee that I 
am not worthy to rock the little babe or 
wash its diapers, or to be entrusted with 
the care of the child and its mother . . . O 
how gladly will I do so.’”


