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Our Core Values:
Family Worship
Relying on Prayer
Unity in Christ
Instruction in the Word
Telling Others
Service to God’s
 Community

5050 N. Johnsburg Road
Located at the corner of Johnsburg and Ringwood Roads

Johnsburg, IL 60051
847•497•4569  •  Fax: 847-497-9769

www.joyfulharvest.org
Pastor Doug Liston - pastor@joyfulharvest.org

Worship with
Holy Communion

Saturdays................6:00 pm
Sundays...................8:15 am
Sundays.................10:45 am

Sunday School
Sundays...................9:30 am

The Grapevine
May, 2012                        Volume 3, Issue 5         

JOYFUL HARVEST CHURCH • “Growing Together for Christ”

MAY
SPECIAL DATES

National Day of Prayer.....May 3rd

Mother’s Day...................May 13th

Ascension of the Lord...May 17th

Mother’s Day Tea............May 19th

Armed Forces Day.........May 19th

Pentecost.........................May 27th

Memorial Day.................May 30th

“BUT you will receive
 power when the
 HOLY SPIRIT has
 come upon you;
 and you will be my
 WITNESS ... to the
 ends of the earth.” 

Acts 1:8, NRSV



Who’s Who at 
Joyful Harvest
Council Members:

President:
 Deb Kelly.........................847-497-3518
 Email:  deb_kelly@comcast.net

Secretary:
 Cher Liska.......................224-436-0615
 Email:  cml73155@att.net
 deb_kelly@comcast.net
At Large:
 Bill Rudzena..................815-347-4746
 Email:  william6379@comcast.net
 Hazel Morley................847-497-3926
 Email:  morley5613@comcast.net
 Theresa Hoffman......815-236-3781
 Email:  theresacandles@sbcglobal.net
 Shawn Conner.............847-497-4177
 Email: highlandszoo@comcast.net

Pastor:
 Doug Liston...................847-497-5452
 Email:  pastor@joyfulharvest.org

Ministry Team Leaders:
Worship Team Coordinator:
 Cindy Garstkiewicz.........
 Email:  cindy_g@comcast.net
Education Team Coordinator:
 Theresa Hoffman......815-236-3781
 Email:  theresacandles@sbcglobal.net
   Christina Ritter...........815-822-5342
 Email:  critter44@sbcglobal.net 
Facilities Director :
 Dan Kelly.........................847-497-3518
 Email:  deb_kelly@comcast.net

�

GrapeVine Articles:
To submit an article for June 2012

email Cindy Kutz at
info@classicprintery.com

by May 15th

For any newsletter submissions . . .
Newsletter Chairpersons:

Rose Stevens.....................262-298-7055
Cindy Kutz........................815-385-3124

or 847-546-6555
Email:  info@classicprintery.com

Fax:  847-546-6558
or give to Rose or Cindy

at church service.

To submit a bulletin announcement:
Email it to offi ce@joyfulharvest.org

by Wednesday each week.
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From the desk of Pastor Doug

Page 3

A friend of mine posted this picture 
as their status on Facebook today…  
I don’t know about you, but there 
are times when I completely 
resonate with this – living in the 
moment is easy – until the moment 
isn’t so pleasant.  And then all of our 
energy gets consumed with worry 
– and chocolate chip cookies.

This concept of the “moment” has 
to do with our understanding of time.  As I remember back 
(to another “time” J) when I was studying Greek for seminary, we learned that in Greek, 
there are two understandings of “time.”  The two Greek words for time are chronos and 
kairos, each of which is translated as our word time in English.  But there is a huge difference 
in the meaning of these two Greek words.

Chronos is time that continually moves from the past, through the present and into the 
future.  It’s the time that we talk about when we think of history.  It’s the time that we 
measure on our clocks and calendars.  It’s the time that dictates our lives.  It’s time on the 
move that cannot be slowed or stopped.

But kairos, the other Greek term for time, describes a present moment in time.  It is the 
now.  Kairos is a moment in which something special takes place.  The Greek understanding 
of kairos is a special idea – we look at kairos as something that can’t be measured in quantity, 
but kairos is the quality of time.

If you go on vacation – certainly the length of your vacation is important, but even more 
import than how long you were gone is how enjoyable your vacation was.  Yes, you were 
gone for an entire week – but what you will remember about your vacation are the kairos 
moments – the things that gave you joy – the moments that have emblazoned themselves 
on your memory.

14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, 
15and saying,  “The time is fulfi lled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and 
believe in the good news.” (Mark 1:14-15, NRSV)

continued to page 4
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This is Mark’s record of the beginning of Jesus’ ministry.  Mark specifi cally uses the word 
kairos here.  Yes, Jesus is saying that a specifi c point in chronological time has come, but, more 
importantly, it’s also God’s moment.  By using kairos, Jesus is thinking not so much about the 
movement of history to this point, but he’s speaking in terms of the now – the culmination.  
And not only is it a particular moment, but it also carries with it a sense of urgency – God’s 
kairos takes precedent over our chronos.  The time is now to repent and believe.

I think that many of us live most of our lives in the chronos, the time that moves steadily on.  
We move with time, or maybe more accurately, we allow time to move us.  We race to keep 
to our schedules – the doctor’s visits, the kids’ soccer practice, racing to the bank before it 
closes.  We let chronos dictate how we live our lives – it almost comes to the point where we 
allow chronos to devour us.

Jesus, however, calls us to live in the kairos of God’s rule, in the moment – in THIS moment.  
Christ says that we should seek and search for God with each and every breath we take 
and with each moment that passes.  Living in the kairos of God carries with it an emphasis 
on being in the present – and in the presence of God.  And in doing so, we put away the 
distractions that pull us away from God and that lead us to live selfi sh lives, leaving us available 
to be the light of Christ to those who live in darkness.

“The kairos is fulfi lled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good 
news.”  So!  Where is the Kingdom of God if it is just “come near?”  If it wasn’t there yet in 
Jesus’ time, is it here yet?  Well, as Lutherans, we believe that we live in God’s specifi c time, 
the kairos of “The already, but not yet.”  The idea is that God’s kingdom is here, but not fully 
here.  We live, then, between the times; the time of Jesus’ coming as the earthly Son of God, 
and the time of Jesus’ coming as the Son of Man.  

So, as God’s chronos moves on and as we live between these times, Christ calls us to live in 
God’s kairos, modeling the life that he lived – a life fully present to God and those in need of 
God’s presence.  

Oh.  And don’t forget the chocolate chip cookies!

Blessings,
Pr. Doug

From the desk of Pastor Doug (continued)
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Mother’s Day Tea . . .
  

. . . is going along well - we have hostesses and a 
speaker lined up already.

Looking for people to sign up that are coming for 
the tea and not hosting a table so we are sure to 

have a seat for everyone.

We are also looking for raffl e prize donations.  If 
anyone has something they would like to donate as 
a prize, please bring it to the church.  We will wrap 

the gifts, so get them to us as soon as you can.

May 19th is the date, so call your girlfriends, 
mothers, aunts, daughters and let them know; and 
don’t forget it’s for ladies only, 12 years and above.

The Invisible Mother
It all began to make sense, the blank stares, the lack of response, the way one of the kids will walk 
into the room while I’m on the phone and ask to be taken to the store.  Inside I’m thinking, ‘Can’t 
you see I’m on the phone?’

Obviously not; no one can see if I’m on the phone, or cooking, or sweeping the fl oor, or even 
standing on my head in the corner, because no one can see me at all.  I’m invisible.  The invisible 
Mom.  Some days I am only a pair of hands, nothing more!  Can you fi x this?  Can you tie this?  Can 
you open this?

Some days I’m not a pair of hands; I’m not even a human being.  I’m a clock to ask, ‘What time is it?’  
I’m a TV guide to answer, ‘What number is the Disney Channel?’ I’m a car to order, ‘Right around 
5:30, please.’

Some days I’m a crystal ball;  ‘Where’s my other sock?, Where’s my phone?,  What’s for dinner?’

I was certain that these were the hands that once held books and the eyes that studied history, 
music and literature, but now, they had disappeared into the peanut butter, never to be seen again.  
She’s going, she’s going, she’s gone!

One night, a group of us were having dinner, celebrating the return of a friend from England.  She 
had just gotten back from a fabulous trip, and she was going on and on about the hotel she stayed 
in.  I was sitting there, looking around at the others all put together so well.  It was hard not to 
compare and feel sorry for myself.  I was feeling pretty pathetic, when she turned to me with a 
beautifully wrapped package, and said, ‘I brought you this.’  It was a book on the great cathedrals of 
Europe.  I wasn’t exactly sure why she’d given it to me until I read her inscription: “With admiration 
for the greatness of what you are building when no one else sees;’ continued to page 6
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In the days ahead I would read - no devour - the book.  And I would discover what would become 
for me four life-changing truths, after which I could pattern my work:  1) No one can say who built 
the great cathedrals - we have no record of their names.  2) These builders gave their whole lives 
for a work they would never see fi nished.  3) They made great sacrifi ces and expected no credit.  4) 
The passion of their building was fueled by their faith that the eyes of God saw everything.

A story of legend in the book told of a rich man who came to visit the cathedral while it was being 
built, and he saw a workman carving a tiny bird on the inside of a beam.  He was puzzled and asked 
the man, ‘Why are you spending so much time carving that bird into a beam that will be covered by 
the roof, no one will ever see it, and the workman replied, ‘Because God sees.’

I closed the book, feeling the missing piece fall into place.  It was almost as if I hear God whispering 
to me, ‘I see the sacrifi ces you make every day, even when no one around you does.’

No act of kindness you’ve done, no sequin you’ve sewn on, no cupcake you’ve baked, no Cub Scout 
meeting, no last minute errand is too small for me to notice and smile over.  You are building a 
cathedral, but you can’t see right now what it will become.

I keep the right perspective when I see myself as a great builder.  As one of the people who show 
up at a job that they will never see fi nished, to work on something that their name will never be on.  
The writer of the book went so far as to say that no cathedrals could ever be built in our lifetime 
because there are so few people willing to sacrifi ce to that degree.

When I really think about it, I don’t want my son to tell the friend he’s bringing home from college 
for Thanksgiving, ‘My Mom gets up at 4 in the morning and bakes homemade pies, and then she 
hand bastes a turkey for 3 hours and presses all the linens for the table.’ That would mean I’d built 
a monument to myself.  I just want him to want to come home.  And then, if there is anything more 
to say to his friend, he’d say, ‘You’re gonna love it there . . .’

As mothers, we are building great cathedrals.  We cannot be seen if we’re doing it right.  And one 
day, it is very possible that the world will marvel, not only at what we have built, but at the beauty 
that has been added to the world by the sacrifi ces of invisible mothers.

“The Will of God will never take you where the Grace of God will not protect you.”

To all the wonderful, invisible mothers out there!  God bless and keep you.

40 Cans of Lent
Pictured is just a portion of the food Cub Scout 
Pack 455 and Joyful Harvest collected during 
our 40 Cans of Lent food drive.  Tom and Helen 
Hankins are packing it to take it to the Northern 
Illinois Helping Hands Food Pantry.  

Thank you to all who donated -
you have really made a difference.
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Heroes of  the Bible
June 25-29 • 9am-12pm

Join us for a celebration of  Jesus 
at our upcoming 

Vacation Bible School
(This is for the whole family)

Contact Joyful Harvest Church 
at www.joyfulharvest.org

for pricing & registration form

Christian Olympics
VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL

2012

Anyone interested in helping out
please come to the next meeting on May 17th at 7:00 pm
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
2 3 4 5

9 10 11 126 7 8

17 18 1913 14 15 16

24 25 2620 21 22 23

2727 25 30

7:00 am - Men’s Group
9:00 am - Choir practice
6:00 pm - Worship

7:00 am - Men’s Group
9:00 am - Choir practice
6:00 pm - Worship

7:00 am - Men’s Group
9:00 am - Choir practice
1-3 pm - Mother’s Day Tea
4-8 pm - C.S. Lewis 
     Screwtape Letters
6:00 pm - Worship

8:15 am - Worship
9:30 am - Sunday School
10:45 am - Worship

9:30 am - Weight Watchers

9:30 am - Weight Watchers

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake

2 1

2829 29

1

May 2012May 2012

Please pray for these Joyful Harvest families listed for the month of MayPlease pray for these Joyful Harvest families listed for the month of May

J. Bagin L.&M. Carpenter

S.&S. Conner G.&C. Craig A.&R. Dixon M. Faulkner C. Garstkiewicz J.&S. Hagen T.&H. Hankins

E.&T. Hoffman M.&M. Kandray D.&D. Kelly L. Konieczski R.&C. Kutz T.&S. Ladouceur J. Larkin

J.&S. Larkin C.&C. Liska A. Liston D.&S. Liston T.&K. Liston C. Loeffl er J.&S. Lusk

A.J.&S. Miller J. Larkin C.&C. Liska A. Liston D.&S. Liston

7:00 pm - VBS & Sunday School Mtg.

D.&M. Luszcz

9:30 am - Weight Watchers
6:00 pm - Scout Den

K. Betts K.&A. Brennan

29 30 31

7:00 am - Men’s Group
9:00 am - Choir practice
6:00 pm - Worship

J. Betts

8:15 am - Worship
9:30 am - Sunday School
10:45 am - Worship & Confi rmation
6:00 pm - Teen Fun

9:30 am - Weight Watchers
6:00 pm - Scout Den

8:15 am - Worship
9:30 am - Sunday School
10:45 am - Worship
12:00 pm - Piano Recital
5:00 pm - Confi rmation

J.&S. Larkin

8:15 am - Worship
9:15 am - Mother’s Day Tea Mtg.
9:30 am - Sunday School
10:45 am - Worship
5:00 pm - Confi rmation

31

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake

6:00 pm - Soup and Bread
6:00 pm - Fellowship/Bible Study

6:00 pm - Soup and Bread
               Fellowship/Bible Study

6:00 pm - Soup and Bread
               Fellowship/Bible Study

6:00 pm - Soup and Bread
               Fellowship/Bible Study

6:00 pm - Scout Mtg.

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake

6:00 pm - Soup and Bread
               Fellowship/Bible Study

Happy Mother’s Day!

28
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C.S. LEWIS
Don’t miss this 

Exhuberant Theatrical Adaptation of  
THE SCREWTAPE LETTERS, 

at the Paramount Theater, 
May 19th • 4:00-8:00pm

1 DAY ONLY!  

C.S. Lewis’ brilliant novel The Screwtape Letters, 
reveals spiritual warfare from a demon’s point of 
view.  A sold-out hit in Los Angeles, San Diego, 
Chicago, Houston, Dallas, Atlanta, Washington, 
D.C. and just concluded its nine month run in New 
York, this funny, provocative, and wickedly witty 
theatrical adaptation, starring Max McLean as 
Screwtape, will change the way you think about 
how demons infl uence your everyday life.  

The Screwtape Letters theatrical production is presented 
by Fellowship for the Performing Arts whose mission is to 
produce theatre from a Christian worldview that is engaging 
to a diverse audience.  One of the great blessings of this play 
is how it opens up questions of faith that are often diffi cult to 
bring up in ordinary conversation.  The Scewtape Letters is a 
wonderful place to awaken Christian ideas in a safe, neutral 
environment.  We would love for you to experience the unique 
way in which Fellowship for the Performing Arts carries out 
its ministry.  

Contact Larry Konieczski for information on group tickets and pricing. 

You don’t want to miss this opportunity to see The Screwtap Letters!!



Page 11

  We believe that when the Church comes together, it exponentially increases its ability to spiritually impact its 
surrounding community.  This May, twenty-fi ve churches are banding together to take on a signifi cant issue in our area, 
hunger.  Joyful Harvest will be collecting food all during the month of May.  We are one of the twenty-fi ve sponsoring 
churches in McHenry county, but we’re hoping to include all of the churches in the county in collecting food.
  One in eight people in our area go hungry every single day.  Due in large part to the economy, food pantries 
have seen a 168% increase in the request for food.  As the Church, we’re called to feed the hungry and care for the 
poor. We’re called to meet these needs in the name of Jesus Christ so our whole community will know the love He 
has for them.
  During the month of May, we are collecting food for this important ministry.  On Sunday, June 3rd, food from 
multiple churches will be brought together at McHenry West High School and loaded into a Northern Illinois Food 
Bank semi-trailer truck, for distribution to local food pantries.  A combined worship gathering will be held at 6pm.  As 
we worship together as the whole Church, we’ll also thank God for all of the food that was collected.



Youth Fun Night:
  The next Youth Night will be May 27th from 6-7pm - activity 
to be announced.  Snacks and soft drinks will be served, come 
and enjoy the fun.  Monthly youth activity fun nights are 
generally the 2nd Sunday of each month for students in fi fth 
grade and up.

HAPPENINGS & SPECIAL EVENTS

Thrivent Build:
 2012 will bring Thrivent and Habitat for Humanity to McHenry, as they plan to break ground 
for the 22nd Habitat home.  The fi rst Saturday of work will be June 2nd 2012.   The address of the 
build is 1605 Hillside Lane, McHenry, IL 60050.  The partner family for this home is so very excited 
to begin the process.  Please let me know if there is a Saturday or Sunday that you would like to 
be part of.  Please see Pastor Doug for the scheduling.

Open House:
  Joyful Harvest is going to open the doors of our church to the community 
with an Open House in the fall.  Please consider participating on the committee.  
More details to follow.

Mothers’ Day Tea:
Our 6th annual Mother’s Day Tea will be Saturday, May 19th from 1:00-3:00pm!  
Call your moms, sisters, girlfriends, daughters, for a special day just for the ladies 
and bring your favorite hat!  We are looking for ladies to host tables.  See Rose 
if you have any questions.

Choir Practice:
  The day for choir practice is going back to Satruday mornings at 9:00am.  If 
you’re interested in being a part of the music ministry, please see Pam Doughty, 
our Music Director.

Page 12
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Education News

Sunday School News:
 Every week we explore more of the Bible with stories about Jesus and 
his disciples.  Encourage your children to come and join us.
 Sunday School classes for all ages are during the 9:30 Sunday School 
hour.  This also includes an adult study, so plan on attending class.  Please 
contact Christina Ritter or Theresa Hoffman for more info.  Planning is 
underway for next year’s classes!

Men’s Study Group:
 Men’s Group is continuing to meet on Saturday mornings at 7:00 
am at the church for fellowship and learning more about God’s call 
on our lives.  All men are invited to attend.  We are using a study 
called “Begining Life Together”.   This is a great time to come and join 
us.

Confi rmation Class:
 Confi rmation classes are continuing (generally) on the 1st and 
3rd Sundays of each month from 5pm-7pm.  Last class will be May 
20th. Confi rmation is when a student promises to undertake the 
responsibility for their faith life and is an important part of membership 
in a congregation.  Students in 7th and 8th grades are invited to attend 
and we welcome adults who are interested also.  Students will be 
Confi rmed on Pentecost, May 27th at the 10:45 service.

Wednesday Soup & Bread Fellowship / 
Bible Study:
 It is going to continue but, we’ll need to think of a name for the class that’s 
short and sweet - so, there will be a contest!  If you would like to join us, meet 
at church at 6:00pm each Wednesday for dinner with Soup & Bread followed 
by a study of the lectionary texts from the previous Sunday.  
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May Celebrations
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  1 Heidi Peterson 
  4 Joseph Loeffl er-Bell
 10 Danielle Peterson
 26 Noah Smith
 29 Jack Anderson

Thanks, Mom

 Dad came home to fi nd toys all over the living 
room, dirty dishes stack in the sink, clothes piled 
in the laundry room, beds unmade and kids still 
in their pajamas.  The house was a wreck, like 
nothing he’d seen before.
 Worried, Dad rushed upstairs to fi nd Mom 
reading a book in bed.
 “Are you okay?” he asked. “What happened?”
 “You know how you always ask what I do all 
day?” Mom replied.  “Well, today I decided not 
to do it.”

 29 Noah Miller
 29 Nash Miller
 30 Sam Craig
 31 Linda Mormino 

5/7 Art & Rosanne Dixon

Memorial Day used to be a solemn day of mourning, a sacred day of 
remembrance to honor those who paid the ultimate price for our freedoms. 
Businesses closed for the day.  Towns held parades honoring the fallen, 
the parade routes oftentimes ending at a local cemetery, where Memorial 

Day speeches were given and prayers offered up.  People took the time that day to clean and 
decorate with fl owers and fl ags the graves of those that had fallen service to their country.

We need to remember with sincere respect those who paid the price for our freedoms; we need 
to keep in sacred remembrance those who died serving their country.  We need to never let them 
be forgotten.  However, over the years, the original meaning and spirit of Memorial Day has faded 
from the public consciousness.

On Memorial Day, we need to stop and pay with sincere conviction our respects for those who 
died protecting and preserving the freedoms we enjoy, for we owe those honored dead more than 
we can ever repay.  

Memorial Day refl ection
We who are left, how shall we look again
Happily on the sun or feel the rain
Without remembering how they who went
Ungrudgingly and spent
Their lives for us loved, too, the sun and rain?

–– Wilfred Wilson Gibson
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Mary Had a Little Lamb

Mary had a little Lamb,
His fl eece was white as snow.
And everywhere that Mary went,
The Lamb was sure to go.
He followed her to school each day,
Twasn’t even in the rule.
He made the children laugh and play.
To have a Lamb at school.
And then the rules all changed one day,
Illegal it became,
To bring the Lamb of God to school,
Or even speak His Name.
Everyday got worse and worse,
And days turned into years.
Instead of hearing children laugh,
We heard gun shots and tears.
What must we do to stop the crime,
That’s in our schools today?
Let’s let the Lamb come back to school,
And teach our kids to pray!




