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Our Core Values:
Family Worship
Relying on Prayer
Unity in Christ
Instruction in the Word
Telling Others

Service to God’s Community

5050 N. Johnsburg Road
Located at the corner of Johnsburg and Ringwood Roads

Johnsburg, IL 60051
847•497•4569  •  Fax: 847-497-9769

www.joyfulharvest.org
Pastor Doug Liston - pastor@joyfulharvest.org

Worship with
Holy Communion

Saturdays................6:00 pm
Sundays...................8:15 am
Sundays.................10:45 am

Sunday School
Sundays...................9:30 am

The Grapevine
February, 2012                        Volume 3, Issue 2         

JOYFUL HARVEST CHURCH • “Growing Togther for Christ”

FEBRUARY
SPECIAL DATES
WORK DAY................Feb. 4th

SCOUT SUNDAY.....Feb.. 5th

YOUTH FUN NIGHT
 .................................Feb. 12th

VALENTINE’S DAY PROM 
 .................................Feb. 18th

TRANSFIGURATION OF
 OUR LORD...........Feb. 19th

PRESIDENT’S DAY...Feb. 20th

ASH WEDNESDAY.............
 ..................................Feb. 22nd

We love because he fi rst loved us.
1 John 4:19



Who’s Who at 
Joyful Harvest

Council Members:
President:
 Deb Kelly..........................847-497-3518
 Email:  deb_kelly@comcast.net
Vice President:
 Shawn Conner.............815-363-9590
Secretary:
 Cher Liska.......................224-436-0615
 Email:  cml73155@att.net
 deb_kelly@comcast.net
At Large:
 Bill Rudzena....................815-347-4746
 Email:  william6379@comcast.net
 Hazel Morley..................847-497-3926
 Email:  morley5613@comcast.net
 Kevin Wilson
 Shawn Conner...............847-497-4177
 Email: highlandszoo@comcast.net

Pastor:
 Doug Liston.....................847-497-5452
 Email:  pastor@joyfulharvest.org

Ministry Team Leaders:
Worship Team Coordinator:
 Cindy Garstkiewicz.........
 Email:  cindy_g@comcast.net
Education Team Coordinator:
 Theresa Hoffman.........815-236-3781
 Email:  theresacandles@sbcglobal.net
   Christina Ritter..............815-822-5342
 Email:  critter44@sbcglobal.net 
Facilities Director:
 Dan Kelly..........................847-497-3518
 Email:  deb_kelly@comcast.net

�

GrapeVine Articles:
To submit an article for March 2012

email Cindy Kutz at
info@classicprintery.com

by February 15th

For any newsletter submissions . . .
Newsletter Chairpersons:

Rose Stevens.......................262-298-7055
Cindy Kutz...........................815-385-3124

or 847-546-6555
Email:  info@classicprintery.com

Fax:  847-546-6558
or give to Rose or Cindy

at church service.

To submit a bulletin announcement:
Email it to offi ce@joyfulharvest.org

by Wednesday each week.
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From the desk of Pastor Doug
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Preconceived ideas and notions.  They can certainly get us 
into trouble.  Not getting all of the information before we make 
our decisions may make life easier, but it leaves us with a poor 
understanding – and may make our fi nal decisions suspect.

Unfortunately, that was the way I had made up my mind in regard to 
the issues that are confronting the peoples of Israel and Palestine.  
I took what the news media was saying and had come up with my 
own conclusion about who was right and who was wrong.  In fact, 
it all seemed pretty cut and dried.

But then I decided to go to Israel for my last class of seminary.  The tour/trip sounded great 
– we were going to visit many archeological sites, many of which I had only heard about or 
seen pictures.  Many of them had true biblical signifi cance.  Walk in the footsteps of Jesus.  
Worship in Bethlehem and Jerusalem.  Oh, and, by the way, we will “meet with leaders in the 
peace and reconciliation movement, and discuss the theological basis for their beliefs.”

The old truism is, in fact, true.  There ARE two sides to every coin.  As cut and dried as I 
saw things prior to boarding the plane, they were far from as simple as I had been led to 
believe.

We met with people who had deeply held 
beliefs on both sides of the issues.  Walked 
through deserted streets where no Palestinian 
was allowed to walk.  Saw teenage soldiers 
with machine guns walk slowly through our 
bus, checking passports.  

We talked with an Israeli mother who had 
lost her son to a Palestinian sniper as he stood 
guard on the border.  With a Palestinian wife 
whose husband had been killed by an Israeli 
soldier for driving in the wrong place at the wrong time.  She now needed to raise her two 
small daughters without the benefi t of their father.

But we didn’t meet with them separately.  No, they came together to express the raw pain 
and futility that this “war” is causing.  They came to tell us that there is no easy solution – no 
simple way to clear up problems that have been thousands of years in the making.  They 
didn’t ask us to take sides, in fact they requested that we didn’t.  They only wanted us to 

continued to page 4
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know and to feel and to see.  They only wanted us to care.

I now have so many new people in my prayers each day.  People who live in fear.  People who 
live in constant unknowing.  People whose homes and lives have been bulldozed into piles of 
rubble.  People who witnessed the horrors of the holocaust.  People who simply want the 
right to continue – to continue to live.  Settlers.  Refugees.  Priests.  Rabbis.  Muftis.  Palestinians.  
Israelis.  People who are working, day in and day out, for peace and for reconciliation and for 
justice.

For us, as humans, there is no simple solution.  But I pray to God that there might be peace.  
Peace for all the people of the Middle East.

Blessings,
Pr. Doug  

From the desk of Pastor Doug (continued)

Boat ride on the Sea of Galilee.

Picture called Mosaic is from the “Church of the 
Multiplication” or “Church of the Loaves and Fishes” 
and depicts the feeding of the fi ve thousand from a 
few meager loaves and fi sh.  Question - what is wrong 
with this picture - answer - it only depicts four loves and 
there were fi ve.  This mosaic is under the altar - the 
fi fth loaf would have been the one on the altar . . .

Two thousand year old 
Olive trees from the 

Garden of Gethsemane.

Typical cave that would be
representative of where the

“stable” where Jesus
was born.

Ancient Olive press for making Olive Oil.
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Calendar of EventsCalendar of Events
February 4th:
Work Day at church - moving the old supply room (directly off the sanctuary) into the 
room off the kitchen so we can turn the supply room back into a family/crying room with an 
operating bathroom etc. - and some other things that need done.  With the usual start time 
of 9:00 am.

Pastor’s “SHOW & TELL” Potluck Dinner.  This will start after 6:00 pm worship.  
Bring a dish to pass and after dinner Pastor Doug is going to tell us all about his trip to Israel 
with a slide show of pictures - don’t miss it!

February 5th:
Scout Sunday - Scouts will help with worship service. 

Blood Drive - 9:00 am - Noon at the church.  Photo ID Required - no exceptions.  Free 
long sleeve t-shirt as incentive and thank you.

February 9th:
Council Meeting - 6:00 pm at church - open to anyone who wishes to attend.

February 10th:
Confi rmation and High School Lock-In - 6:00 pm at church.

February 12th:
Bishop Wollersheim will preach.

Youth Fun Night - 6:00-8:00 pm at the church.

February 16th:
Sunday School Teacher/Assistants Meeting  - At 7:00 pm there will be a meeting 
to discuss the rest of the school year and next year’s curriculum.  All teachers, assistants and 
anyone interested in joining the team are encouraged to be there.  Our children are important 
to the congregation and we need help to keep them at the top of the list.

February 18th:
Valentine’s Day Prom -  Planning has started - invite your friends and family - This is 
for adults only so grab a friend or two and enjoy a free night out!  If you would like to provide 
a dish to pass or are interested in helping, please see Rose for details.

February 19th:
Confi rmation class to lead worship - 8:15 am and 10:45 am worship services.

February 22nd:
Ash Wednesday - Beginning of Lent - Worship service at 7:00 pm. 
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Special Thank You to . . .
. . . Pastor Rebecca Gordon for fi lling in while the Pastor was in Israel.  It’s always 
nice to see her.

. . . all who helped paint before the new carpet was installed - it was a big job that 
was made small by the many hands that helped!

. . . the scouts of Pack #455 for their generous donation to the church.  The 
services and help they provide to the community and our church are greatly 
appreciated.  What a fi ne group of young men - Thanks, Guys!

Other items of note . . .
. . . During Lent, Pastor will be holding a Bible study each Wednesday from 6:00-
8:00 pm.  More information to come.

. . . The Joyful Noise Choir will be singing each Sunday at 1st worship service - 
Come and join the choir!  Our music director, Pam Doughty is looking for anyone 
interested in assisting in the Worship Team.

. . . New Year offering envelopes are available in the offi ce. Everyone will be getting 
a new number so be sure and write down your name and the envelope number 
so they can be recorded.

. . . Remember the Membership Directory?  Well,  we have received the proof for 
editing and have returned it - new ones should be here at the church by Valentine’s 
Day.  Will keep you posted on the progress.  We are a handsome group!

Lord, give me a quiet mind,
 That I might listen;
A gentle tone of voice,
 That I might comfort others;
A sound and healthy body,
 That I might share in the joy of walking,
 leaping and running;
And a good sense of direction,
 So I might know just where I’m going!

A Quiet Mind
by Ruskin Bond Be anorgan donor -Give your heartto Jesus
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At the movies with

Miller, Roth & Betts

Just before New Year’s Eve, Juanita and I decided 
to go to an early movie and then have dinner.  Well, 
naturally I thought of asking our friend, Jeanette 
Betts to go along.  She, being so popular, was 
stepping out.  Juanita and I had just about made 
our decision but Jeanette being the Joyful Harvest 
movie critic and an avid moviegoer recommended 

two.  “I Bought a Zoo” and “War Horse”.  She had see both that week.  We decided 
on “War Horse”.  No mistake! It was a moving, beautifully fi lmed, well acted movie.  
No big star names, just a story of a 
horse and the people he encountered 
that loved him along his journey during 
World War 1.  In our opinion, it is worthy 
of 2 thumbs up, 4 Kleenex, 2 hankies, 
or for you big brave men a swallowing 
hard movie.  It may be a little diffi cult for 
younger children, though. 

Another review hot off wires from our own 
JHC movie critics!!!  Jeanette Betts called me 
this afternoon after seeing “Joyful Noise” with 
Queen Latifa and Dolly Parton.  It’s 4 stars 
in her opinion.  Delightful music.  The paper 
gave it only 2 stars, but she had a good time.  
Isnt’ that what we go to the movies for?  
HMMMMMMM  -   I wonder if the choir in 
“Joyful Noise” sounds as good as the newly 
formed Joyful Noise here at JHC?  Alright, 

keep your laughter down out there!!!!
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4

8 9 10 115 6 7

16 17 1812 13 14 15

23 24 2519 20 21 22

2726 27 25 26

7:00 am - Men’s Group
9:00 am - Work Day
6:00 pm - Worship
7:00 pm - “Show & Tell” 
     Potluck Dinner

7:00 am - Men’s Group
6:00 pm - Worship

7:00 am - Men’s Group
6:00 pm - Worship
7:00 pm - Valentine’s Day
     Prom

9:00 am - Noon - Blood Drive
8:15 am - Worship
9:30 am - Sunday School
10:45 am - Worship 

8:15 am - Worship
9:30 am - Sunday School
10:45 am - Worship
6:00 pm - Scout Den
6:00 pm - Youth Fun Night

10:00 am - Kiddie Keys

 9:30 am - Weight Watchers
6:30 pm - God and Me

9:30 am - Weight Watchers

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake

2 3

2828 29

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake

29

1

February 2012February 2012

Please pray for these Joyful Harvest families listed for the month of February!Please pray for these Joyful Harvest families listed for the month of February!

B.&R. Rudzena B.&J. Sigwalt A. Liston

D.&S. Liston T.&K. Liston C. Loeffl er J.&S. Lusk D.&M. Luszcz A.J.&S. Miller D. Miller

R. Miller D.&H. Morley L. Mormino K.&S. Peight T.&H. Peterson B. Rieke D. Rigby

C. Ritter G.&C. Ritter R.&L. Robertson J.&J. Romano J. Roth J. Roth B.&R. Rudzena

B. Sisk J.&H. Smith R.&L. Robertson J.&J. Romano J. Roth

6:00 pm - Scout Committee Mtg.

10:00 am - Kiddie Keys

10:00 am - Kiddie Keys
7:00 pm - Worship

10:00 am - Kiddie Keys 

B.&J. Sigwalt

9:30 am - Weight Watchers
6:00 pm - Scout Den Meeting

J.&S. Larkin C.&C. Liska

29 30 31

7:00 am - Men’s Group
6:00 pm - Worship

J. Roth J. Larkin

8:15 am - Worship
9:30 am - Sunday 
    School
10:45 am - Worship

6:00 pm - Scout Pack

❤ ❤ ❤❤ ❤❤
❤ ❤ ❤ ❤❤

9:30 am - Weight Watchers
6:30 pm - God and Me

SCOUT SUNDAY

6:00 pm - Council Meeting

Bishop Wollersheim to 
lead worship services

7:00 pm - Sunday School
     Teacher/Assistants
     Meeting

8:15 am - Worship
9:30 am - Sunday School
10:45 am - Worship
5:00 pm - Confi rmation

10:00 am - Kiddie Keys

6:00 pm - Confi rmation
     Lock-In

Confi rmation class 
to lead 

both worship services
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In case you were wondering - I notice . . .

I notice how hard you work to make things the best they can be.

I notice how much you give, never expecting anything in return.

I notice that you never forget to play or laugh or love or make me 

feel important . . .

And in case you were wondering,

I notice how incredible you are

at being a husband and still fi nding time to be my friend.

Happy Valentine’s Day

I learned everything from Noah’s Ark
This has been circulating for many years, but it’s still a really great list showing how Noah’s 
Ark teaches us a lot in our daily lives.

 1. Don’t miss the boat.
 2. Remember that we are all in the same boat.
 3. Plan ahead.  It wasn’t raining when Noah built the Ark.
 4. Stay fi t.  When you’re 600 years old (like me), someone may ask you to do something
   really big.
 5. Don’t listen to critics; just get on with the job that needs to be done.
 6. Build your future on high ground.
 7. For safety’s sake, travel in pairs.
 8. Speed isn’t always an advantage.  The snails were on board with the cheetahs.
 9. When you’re stressed, fl oat a while.
10. Remember, the Ark was built by amateurs; the Titanic by professionals.
11. No matter the storm, when you are with God, there’s always a rainbow waiting.

Woofe,
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Worship Team WANTED:
 Looking for people to work with choosing the music/readings/dramas, etc. for worship as well 
as help scheduling the monthly assistance of readers, greeters, communion servers, bread bringers, 
etc.  Please contact Pastor Doug if you’re interested. 

Fellowship Team WANTED:
 Looking for people to help with GROW events such as monthly outings, game nights, special 
events like Mother’s Day Tea, Valentine’s Day Prom, Family Day Picnics, Fundraisers, etc.  Please 
contact Pastor Doug if you’re interested. 

Web Page Help:
Know something about web pages or would like to learn?  We are looking for someone to help 
out with Joyful Harvest’s web site.  Please see Pastor Doug or council member if you would like to 
be a part of this vital public ministry.

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

I asked God to send me someone,
and he did.

He sent me you.
I love you more now than ever.

Since I met you,
my world has never been the same.

Thank you for loving me the way you do.
You truly are my soulmate.

Love Rose

❤ ❤
❤

❤

❤

❤
❤
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Tuesday Breakfast Club:
Please come join us at Dino’s in Fox Lake at 8:00 am every Tuesday.  It’s open to anyone who wants 
to have breakfast and share fellowship with Joyful Harvest members.  This club has been meeting 
for over 6 years.    

Prayer Shawl Ministry:
If you crochet or knit and would be interested in being a part of a prayer shawl ministry, please 
give Rita Rudzena a call at 815-354-6379.  You can work at home while making them . . . directions 
can be given . . . easy to knit or crochet.  It is great having prayer shawls on hand at Joyful Harvest 
to hand out to those in need, such as surgery, etc.   

Can Collection:
Recycling aluminum cans are a great support so please keep them coming.  The funds are supporting 
the Joyful Harvest Youth Group.  Thank You! 

Youth Fun Night:
  The next Youth Night will be February 12th from 6-7pm - activity to be announced.  Snacks and 
soft drinks will be served, come and enjoy the fun.  Monthly youth activity fun nights are the 2nd 
Sunday of each month for students in fi fth grade and up.

Membership:
 You don’t have to be a member of Joyful Harvest to participate in the social, service, or worship 
events of this congregation.  You are invited to join in any of these right away.  Membership here 
is not a “registration” for congregational benefi ts; rather it is a faith step toward more active 
involvement and growth.  When you want to consider that step, please contact the pastor.

OONGOINGNGOING H HAPPENINGS & SPECIAL EVENTSAPPENINGS & SPECIAL EVENTS

Scout Sunday:
Sunday, February 5th, Scout Pack #455 will be helping Pastor Doug with morning 
worship.  They will be helping with the offering, communion, etc.  The Boy Scouts of 
America designates the Sunday that falls before February 8 (Scouting Anniversary 
Day) as Scout Sunday, which is the primary date to recognize the contributions of 
young people and adults to Scouting.  
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Education News

Sunday School News:
 The Sunday School Program is in full swing , but there is always room 
for more!  Please join us!!!
 Sunday School classes for all ages are during the 9:30 Sunday School 
hour.  This also includes an adult study, so plan on attending and adult class.  
Please contact Christina Ritter or Theresa Hoffman for more info.

 

Men’s Study Group:
 Men’s Group is continuing to meet on Saturday mornings at 7:00 
am at the church for fellowship and learning more about God’s call 
on our lives.  All men are invited to attend.  We are using a study 
called “Weird”.   This is a great time to come and join us.

Diakonia:
 Diakonia is a 2-year lay education, spiritual formation program within the Northern Illinois 
Synod.  Diakonia seeks to give you a fi rm foundation in your Christian faith.  We currently have one 
student attending the classes which meet on Saturdays from 9:30-12:30.  If you would like more 
information or would like to sit in on one of the classes to see what Diakonia is all about, please 
contact Pastor Doug.

Confi rmation Class:
 Classes have begun, but if you have a student in 7th or 8th grade and 
are interested in Confi rmation Classes, please see Pastor Doug.  We 
will meet (generally) on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month from 
5pm-7pm.  Confi rmation is when a student promises to undertake the 
responsibility for their faith life and is an important part of membership 
in a congregation. 



Page 14

+ Christian Symbols +

40

Bible Quiz? ?? ? ?

Answers: A (See Mathew 4:1-11 and Luke 4:1-13.)

 During Jesus’ time in the 
wilderness after his baptism, 
Satan tempted him to do 
three things.  Which of the 
following was not one of the 
temptations?

 A. To change water into wine
     so wedding guests would know he was God’s Son 
 B. To throw himself down from the top of the temple,
     expecting angels to save him
 C. To turn stones into bread to satisfy his hunger
 D. To worship Satan in order to gain all the world’s
        kingdoms

?

This number appears 
many times in Scripture, 
often indicating a time 
of trial or testing, 
or simply marking 
something signifi cant.  
It rained 40 days and 
nights during the Great 
Flood. Israel wandered in the wilderness for 40 
years. Jesus fasted for 40 days and was with the 
disciples for 40 days between his resurrection 
and ascension. Taking this symbolic number to 
heart, the Christian church has long observed 
40 days of Lent (not counting Sundays).

Transfi guration
 All over this magnifi cent world, God calls us to extend 
his kingdom of shalom-peace and wholeness –– of 
justice, of goodness, of compassion, of caring, of sharing, 

of laughter, of joy, of reconciliation.  God is transfi guring the world right 
this very moment through us because God believes in us and because God 
loves us.
 What can separate us from the love of God?  Nothing.  Absolutely nothing.  
And as we share God’s love with our brothers and sisters, God’s other 
children, there is no tyrant who can resist us, no opposition that cannot be 
ended, no hunger that cannot be fed, no wound that cannot be healed, no 
hatred that cannot be turned into love, no dream that cannot be fulfi lled.

 –– Desmond Tutu, God Has a Dream



  3 Teddy Ladouceur
  9 Eric Hoffman
 10 Cathy Ritter
 11   Kylie Luszcz
 13 Ian Murphy 
 14 Stacey Conner
 15 Karen Anderson
 28 Larry Konieczski

19 Mr. & Mrs. Josh Hagen19 Mr. 
& Mrs. Kurt Peight

February CelebrationsFebruary Celebrations
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Joyful Harvest Church
G.R.O.W. Event

Valentine’s Day Prom 2012
Saturday, February 18, 2012

7:00 pm - 9:30 pm

You’re invited!
Hors d’oeuvres, Games, Music,

Prizes, Joyful Birdbath Players

Pack Well
 During Lent, as we focus on 
Christ’s journey to the cross, let’s 
also examine the journey of our 
lives.  The fi rst task when leaving 
on any adventure is packing.  What 
have you placed in your bag?  Are 
you weighed down with temptations, self-doubt, money 
worries, relationship troubles? Have you overlooked 
any important items? Maybe your bag feels too empty 
for the challenges ahead. Remember to pack mercy, 
grace and forgiveness.
 Thanks to Easter, we know that our journey in Christ 
continues, even when the road becomes diffi cult.  So as 
you prepare for Lent, carry with you the hope made 
possible by Jesus’ sacrifi ce on our behalf.
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d A Story of 

Love and Faith
  February - the month of love.  Well here’s a 
story of love between a dad and a son, with faith 
thrown in for good measure.
 A football coach had a player who was 
defi nitely third rate but had a lot of spirit and 
was an inspiration to the entire team.
 One day news came that the boy’s father, who 
had faithfully attended every game, had died.  The 
youngster came to the coach and said, “Coach, 
I want to ask something of you that means an 
awful lot to me.  I want to start the next game in 
honor of my dad.  I think that’s what he would’ve 
liked most.”
 The coach hesitated a moment.  He knew 
the boy and his dad had been especially close, 
and couldn’t ignore the expression on the boy’s 
face.  Finally he said, “Okay, son.  You’ll start, but 
you’ll only be in there for a play or two.”  The 
boy started the game and played so well that the 
coach never took him out.  His play inspired the 
team to victory.
 Back in the locker room the coach embraced 
the young man and said, “Son, you were terrifi c.  
You never played that way before.  What got into 
you?”
 The boy answered, “Remember how my dad 
and I used to walk around arm-in-arm?  There 
was something about him very few people knew.  
He was totally blind.  This afternoon was the fi rst 
time he ever saw me play.” 


