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Our Core Values:
Family Worship

Relying on Prayer

Unity in Christ

Instruction in the Word

Telling Others

Service to God’s Community

5050 N. Johnsburg Road
Located at the corner of Johnsburg and Ringwood Roads

Johnsburg, IL 60051
847•497•4569  •  Fax: 847-497-9769

www.joyfulharvest.org
Pastor Doug Liston - pastor@joyfulharvest.org

Worship with
Holy Communion

Saturdays................6:00 pm
Sundays...................8:15 am
Sundays.................10:45 am

Sunday School
Sundays...................9:30 am

The Grapevine
January, 2012                        Volume 3, Issue 1         

JOYFUL HARVEST CHURCH • “Growing Togther for Christ”

JANUARY
SPECIAL DATES

NEW YEAR’S DAY......Jan. 1st

EPIPHANY....................Jan. 6th

BAPTISM OF OUR LORD 
 ....................................Jan. 8th

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR’s
 BIRTHDAY OBSERVED
 ....................................Jan. 16th

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR
 CHRISTIAN UNITY...........
 ............................Jan. 18-25th



Who’s Who at 
Joyful Harvest

Council Members:
President:
 Deb Kelly..........................847-497-3518
 Email:  deb_kelly@comcast.net
Vice President:
 Shawn Conner.............815-363-9590
Secretary:
 Cher Liska.......................224-436-0615
 Email:  cml73155@att.net
 deb_kelly@comcast.net
At Large:
 Bill Rudzena....................815-347-4746
 Email:  william6379@comcast.net
 Hazel Morley..................847-497-3926
 Email:  morley5613@comcast.net
 Kevin Wilson
 Shawn Conner...............847-497-4177
 Email: highlandszoo@comcast.net

Pastor:
 Doug Liston.....................847-497-5452
 Email:  pastor@joyfulharvest.org

Ministry Team Leaders:
Worship Team Coordinator:
 Cindy Garstkiewicz.........
 Email:  cindy_g@comcast.net
Education Team Coordinator:
 Theresa Hoffman.........815-236-3781
 Email:  theresacandles@sbcglobal.net
   Christina Ritter..............815-822-5342
 Email:  critter44@sbcglobal.net 
Facilities Director:
 Dan Kelly..........................847-497-3518
 Email:  deb_kelly@comcast.net

�

GrapeVine Articles:
To submit an article for February 2012

email Cindy Kutz at
info@classicprintery.com

by January 15th

For any newsletter submissions . . .
Newsletter Chairpersons:

Rose Stevens.......................262-298-7055
Cindy Kutz...........................815-385-3124

or 847-546-6555
Email:  info@classicprintery.com

Fax:  847-546-6558
or give to Rose or Cindy

at church service.

To submit a bulletin announcement:
Email it to offi ce@joyfulharvest.org

by Wednesday each week.
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From the desk of Pastor Doug
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Abundant Life

  As many of you know, I have recently fi nished a wonderful 
class at LSTC called Preaching the Gospel of John:  Abundant 
Life as a Vision for Christian Community.  I’d like to take this 
opportunity to refl ect upon that class and what we encountered 
in the Gospel of John, and to see what that might look like for 
Joyful Harvest.
  John’s Gospel is fi lled with images of abundant life – in 
fact John 10:9-10 offers a promise:  “I am the gate.  Whoever 
enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and fi nd 

pasture. 10The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they may 
have life, and have it abundantly.”  But in reading other books of the Bible, especially 
in the Epistles of Paul, we fi nd a not-so-abundant life – a life fi lled with persecution 
and suffering – certainly not what we would think of as abundant life.  Even the other 
gospels tell us that life might be a bed of roses – Christ tells us that  “If any want to 
become my followers, let them deny themselves and take up their cross daily and 
follow me.”
  I think that if we look at John’s message in toto we might fi nd out just where 
John is fi nding this abundance.  Near the end of his book, John refl ects the reasoning 
behind the author’s intention in writing:  “Now Jesus did many other signs in the 
presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book.  But these are written 
so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that 
through believing you may have life in his name.”
   Life.  John’s understanding and depiction of what life should and will be in 
Christ is paramount in seeing what he means.  Life.  John uses this word (in Greek:   
Zoë) more than all of the other New Testament writers combined.  The New
International Commentary on the New Testament refl ects on this: 

  Life is another of John’s great themes.  He writes of it constantly, and invariably
  he thinks of real life as something to be had only through Christ.  So here life
  is to be had by believer, and they have it in the “name” of Christ.  That is to say,
  the abundant life of which he writes is connected with the very person of
  Christ.  It is his gift. (Morris 1995, 756)

  While there may be struggles and mayhem in our lives now, John certainly isn’t 
saying that the true meaning of this abundant life is reserved for our future in God’s 
heaven.  It is in fi nding and examining our current lives in the light of Christ that we 
fi nd the abundance that John advertises. 

continued to page 4
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  John sees God’s kingdom here and now, as well as a future event.  “After Jesus 
had spoken these words, he looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the hour has 
come; glorify your Son so that the Son may glorify you, 2since you have given him 
authority over all people, to give eternal life to all whom you have given him. 3And 
this is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ 
whom you have sent.”  (John 17:1-3)  Christ prays for his followers that they would 
fi nd eternal life in the “now” through faith in God and Christ Jesus.
  Current scholarship has John’s Gospel being written to the early Christian 
church, specifi cally the Johannine community of the fi rst century.  This community 
had undergone persecution and expulsion from the synagogue causing an extreme 
faith crisis among the faithful.
  “It was amid this crisis that the fourth evangelist gathered the traditions of 
the community and interpreted them so as to address the needs of the newly 
isolated community. It was then that the major themes of the Gospel took shape, 
providing the Johannine Christians with assurance and confi dence in the midst of 
the uncertainty of their recent experience of deprivation.” (Hendrickx 1990-1991, 
167)
   Abundant life for Joyful Harvest means fi nding God’s blessings for us 
in our everyday.  Abundant life is living as a new creation, being grounded and 
centered in Christ and loving our neighbor as we love ourselves.  But most of all, 
for John, abundant life means being in relation with Christ in and through God’s 
community.  
  We are blessed by God to experience this abundant life of which John speaks.  
We get glimpses of it every time we come together for worship.  We encounter 
it in our numerous fellowship opportunities.  We fi nd it in our work at the food 
pantry.  We discover it in our Sunday School classes and in our singing and in our 
celebration and in our meetings and in our…  in everything we do as a congregation.  
Certainly there have been diffi cult times.  And there will undoubtedly be more.  
But we can take heart in the fact that God is with us as we experience life in this 
community – life abundantly.

God’s Peace,
Doug

Works Cited
Hendrickx, Herman. “The Johannine Community.” Theology Annual, 1990-1991: 
167-180.

Morris, Leon. New International Commentary on the New Testament: The Gospel 
According to John. Grand Rapids: Wm B Eerdmans Publishing Co., 1995.

From the desk of Pastor Doug (continued)
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The Potato Bake/Sing Out was a 
big success! We had lots of people 
show up with lots of potato toppings!  
Chili, Bacon, Cheese, Sour Cream and 
someone brought Soup! We even had 
desserts. It all kept us warm as we dressed 
up in costumes and sang on the corner.  
Lots of people stopped and waved and 
some of the cars even pulled over for a 
few minutes to listen. Thanks to all who 
participated! It was great fellowship!

Potato Bake and Sing OutPotato Bake and Sing Out
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Children’s PageantChildren’s Pageant
A Big Thank You to all the kids and teachers for the Christmas Pageant this 
year.  It’s always such a treat to hear the little ones sing.  Perhaps next year 
we can have more adults join in with the children and do something grand! 
- Put your thinking caps on!!
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Pastor Doug headed for Israel . . . 
without us!

As some of you may know Pastor’s fi nal class for seminary 
school is a trip to Israel.  He’s leaving on January 10th and 
returning on January 23rd.  We’re all excited for him; some may 
say a little envious too, but we wish him many blessings for a 
wonderful God-fi lled trip and hope he enjoys his time there.  
Pastor Rebecca Gordon will be fi lling in for him while he is 

away, so it will be exciting to see her again as well.

My main reason for this article is to let you know that on Saturday, February 4th at 7:00pm, 
after 6:00pm worship, there will be a potluck dinner for Pastor as he’s going to tell us all 
about his trip with a slide show of pictures and everything!  This way he doesn’t have to tell 
his stories a million different times -- great idea, huh?

There will be a sign up sheet in the narthex for the next couple of weeks for people who 
want to attend and/or bring a dish to pass.  If you have any questions, please see Rose.

Pastor, please know you’ll be missed and we will all be praying for you daily!

Have a spectacular trip!!  We love you!!

Valentine’s Day MessagesValentine’s Day Messages
VALENTINE’S DAY –  Again this year, we would love to publish a Valentine 
message for that special someone in your life.  Even if it is one line, that one line 
can make that special someone know that your love for them is unconditional.  You 
have until January 15th to get those Valentines to us.  Just leave them in the offi ce, in 
the mailbox marked newsletter, and Cindy will be sure to pick them up or you can 
email her at cindy@classicprintery.com.

❤ ❤
❤ ❤

❤
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
4 5 6 7

11 12 13 148 9 10

19 20 2115 16 17 18

26 27 2822 23 24 25

2729 30 25 26

7:00 am - Men’s Group
6:00 pm - Worship

7:00 am - Men’s Group
6:00 pm - Worship

7:00 am - Men’s Group
6:00 pm - Worship

8:15 am - Worship
9:30 am - Sunday School
10:45 am - Worship 
6:00 pm - Teen Fun

8:15 am - Worship
9:30 am - Sunday School
10:45 am - Worship
6:00 pm - Scout Den

10:00 am - Kiddie Keys

 9:30 am - Weight Watchers
6:30 pm - God and Me

9:30 am - Weight Watchers

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake

2 3

2831 28

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake

29

1

8:15 am - Worship
9:30 am - Sunday School
10:45 am - Worship

January 2012January 2012

Please pray for these Joyful Harvest families listed for the month of January!Please pray for these Joyful Harvest families listed for the month of January!

B.&R. Rudzena B.&J. Sigwalt G.&R. Stevens

K.&S. Volden K.&P. Wilson G. Wolf H.&M. Aavang J.&K. Anderson J. Bagin J. Betts

K. Betts K.&A. Brennan L.&M. Carpenter S.&S. Conner G.&C. Craig A.&R. Dixon M. Faulkner

C. Garstkiewicz J.&S. Hagen T.&H. Hankins E.&T. Hoffman M.&M. Kandray D.&D. Kelly L. Konieczski

R.&C. Kutz R.&S. Ladouceur R.&L. Robertson J.&J. Romano J. Roth

6:00 pm - Scout Committee Mtg.

10:00 am - Kiddie Keys

10:00 am - Kiddie Keys

10:00 am - Kiddie Keys 

D.&C. Korus

9:30 am - Weight Watchers
6:00 pm - Scout Den Meeting

J.&H. Smith C.&V. Stevens

29 30 31

7:00 am - Men’s Group
6:00 pm - Worship

J. Roth E.&B. Sisk

10:00 am - Worship
No Sunday School

8:15 am - Worship
9:30 am - Sunday School
10:45 am - Worship
5:00 pm - Confi rmation

9:30 am - Weight Watchers
6:00 pm - Scout Den Meeting

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake

6:00 pm - Scout Pack

❅ ❅ ❅❆ ❆❅❆ ❅ ❆ ❆
❅

9:30 am - Weight Watchers
6:30 pm - God and Me



Page 10

Joyful Harvest Church
G.R.O.W. Event

Valentine’s Day Prom 2012
Saturday, February 18, 2012

7:30 pm - 9:30 pm

You’re invited!
Hors d’oeuvres, Games, Music,

Prizes, Joyful Birdbath Players

 Prom is coming!  Are you saving the date?  Do you have a date?  Who says you 
need a date?!  Come one, come all to the 2nd Valentine’s day Prom at Joyful Harvest 
Church.
 For those of you who missed it last year, we had a wonderful time!  We had 
lots of food, a game or two,  a few skits by the Joyful Harvest Birdbath Players, had 
Prom pictures taken, and even crowned a prom King & Queen!  But, I have to say 
the highlight of the evening was the “Already Wed Game”.  It went exactly like the 
Newly Wed Game and the fun was amazing whether you were on the panel or in 
the audience.  It was lots fun and a whole lot of laughter!  I can still hear Theresa 
explaining, “If your husband was a color, what color would he be and why?”  We all 
laughed for 10 minutes and then for 10 more when Eric guessed the same answer!
 We already have our contestants for this year and our Host Glen Eubanks should 
have some interesting questions.  Our contestants are as follows:

Couple #1 – Dan and Debbie Kelly
Couple #2 – Dick and Hazel Morley
Couple #3 – Bill and Rita Rudzena

Couple #4 – Gordy and Cathy Ritter
 Have we peaked your interest yet?
 Please consider coming this year; you really will have a good time and you don’t 
need a date.  We will be asking for some food donation, but that’s never a problem as 
you all are so very generous and good cooks as well!
 Thanks to all who will participate and come to join the fun!  If you would like to 
be a part of the committee and lend a hand or if you have any questions, please see 
Rose.

Remember . . . Save the Date February 18th!
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Worship Team WANTED:
 Looking for people to work with choosing the music/readings/dramas, etc. for worship as well 
as help scheduling the monthly assistance of readers, greeters, communion servers, bread bringers, 
etc.  Please contact Pastor Doug if you’re interested. 

Fellowship Team WANTED:
 Looking for people to help with GROW events such as monthly outings, game nights, special 
events like Mother’s Day Tea, Valentine’s Day Prom, Family Day Picnics, Fundraisers, etc.  Please 
contact Pastor Doug if you’re interested. 

Web Page Help:
Know something about web pages or would like to learn?  We are looking for someone to help 
out with Joyful Harvest’s web site.  Please see Pastor Doug or council member if you would like to 
be a part of this vital public ministry.

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

Program: Earn the God and Me award.  The God and Me curriculum is 
 designed to help children become best friends with Jesus and tell  
 their story of “God and Me’ together. Children will make games and
  keep them in a GAMEBOX (God And Me Exploring BOX). These
 games will reinforce the Bible lessons and provide opportunities for 
 families to explore God’s love together. 

For: Boys and girls in grades 1-3

Meeting Place: Joyful Harvest Lutheran Church

Introductory Meeting: 11/21/2011

Time: 6:30 p.m.

Dates: 3rd and 4th Monday of the month

Cost: Approx. $10.00. You will need to get a workbook ($5) and we will all 
 share the cost of supplies. 

Contact: Chris Chapman–815•861•7131 or email chris.b.chapman@att.net

God and Me
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Tuesday Breakfast Club:
Please come join us at Dino’s in Fox Lake at 8:00 am every Tuesday.  It’s open to anyone who wants 
to have breakfast and share fellowship with Joyful Harvest members.  This club has been meeting 
for over 6 years.    

Prayer Shawl Ministry:
If you crochet or knit and would be interested in being a part of a prayer shawl ministry, please 
give Rita Rudzena a call at 815-354-6379.  You can work at home while making them . . . directions 
can be given . . . easy to knit or crochet.  It is great having prayer shawls on hand at Joyful Harvest 
to hand out to those in need, such as surgery, etc.   

Can Collection:
Recycling aluminum cans are a great support so please keep them coming.  The funds are supporting 
the Joyful Harvest Youth Group.  Thank You! 

Youth Fun Night:
  The next Youth Night will be January 8th from 6-7pm.  Bowling will be the main attraction at 
a cost of $10.00.  Snacks and soft drinks will be served, come and enjoy the fun.  Monthly youth 
activity fun nights are the 2nd Sunday of each month for students in fi fth grade and up.

Membership:
 You don’t have to be a member of Joyful Harvest to participate in the social, service, or worship 
events of this congregation.  You are invited to join in any of these right away.  Membership here 
is not a “registration” for congregational benefi ts; rather it is a faith step toward more active 
involvement and growth.  When you want to consider that step, please contact the pastor.

OONGOINGNGOING H HAPPENINGS & SPECIAL EVENTSAPPENINGS & SPECIAL EVENTS

Valentine’s Day Prom:
Prom is coming - February 18th, 2012.  Are you saving the date?  Do you have a date?  Who says 
you need a date?!  Come one, come all to the 2nd Valentine’s Day Prom at Joyful Harvest Church.  
Hors d’oeuvres, Games, Music, Prizes, Joyful Birdbath Players.  Don’t miss out on this fun event 
- Mark your calendars now!  



Page 13

Education News

Sunday School News:
 The Sunday School Program is in full swing , but there is always room 
for more!  Please join us!!!
 Sunday School classes for all ages are during the 9:30 Sunday School 
hour.  This also includes an adult study, so plan on attending and adult class.  
Please contact Christina Ritter or Theresa Hoffman for more info.

 

Men’s Study Group:
 Men’s Group is continuing to meet on Saturday mornings at 7:00 
am at the church for fellowship and learning more about God’s call 
on our lives.  All men are invited to attend.  We are using a study 
called “Take It to the Limit”.   This is a great time to come and join 
us.

Diakonia:
 Diakonia is a 2-year lay education, spiritual formation program within the Northern Illinois 
Synod.  Diakonia seeks to give you a fi rm foundation in your Christian faith.  We currently have one 
student attending the classes which meet on Saturdays from 9:30-12:30.  If you would like more 
information or would like to sit in on one of the classes to see what Diakonia is all about, please 
contact Pastor Doug.

Confi rmation Class:
 Classes have begun, but if you have a student in 7th or 8th grade and 
are interested in Confi rmation Classes, please see Pastor Doug.  We 
will meet (generally) on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month from 
5pm-7pm.  Confi rmation is when a student promises to undertake the 
responsibility for their faith life and is an important part of membership 
in a congregation. 



Page 14

+ Christian Symbols +

“Edde Agnus Dei”

Bible Quiz? ?? ? ?

Answers: C (See Judges 3-5.)

 In the book of Judges, a cycle is 
repeated many times:  The 
Israelites do “what is evil in 
the sight of the Lord,” 
God hands them over to an 
enemy nation, they cry out to 
the Lord and he appoints a judge, 
or political/military leader, for them.  Under the 
judge’s leadership, the Israelites conquer their 
adversary and prosper –– until they start doing 
“what is evil in the sight of the Lord: all over again.
 Who was not one of the judges?

 A. Deborah 
 B. Ehud
 C. Esau
 D. Shamgar

?

 Latin for “Behold, 
the Lamb of God,” 
this is the phrase John 
the Baptist used twice to 
point out Jesus to others 
(John 1:29, 36). It marks 
Jesus’ Epiphany (manifestation, 
revelation) as the Anointed 
One (Christ, Messiah).

The Guide
 Picture a man stumbling along in a heavy fog, completely disoriented.  
Then, off in the distance, he sees the light of one small lamp.  Its glow is 
suffi cient neither to burn off the fog nor to illuminate the obstacles that 
might be on the ground between the man and that lamp.  Still, it is a steadily 
burning lamp.  Something within the man prompts him to believe that if he 
heads toward it, he will be going in the right direction.  That “something” 
we can call “faith”.
 While heading toward the lamp, he fi nds another lost man whose eyesight 
is so poor he can’t see the lamp.  The fi rst man takes the second by the hand 
and helps him toward the lamp also.  The act of reaching out to another we 
can call “love.”  And the lamp that draws him?  It’s called “hope.”
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  1 Christina Ritter
  4 Gavin Conner
  4 Jerad Smith
  8   Rich (Woofe) Kutz
 11 Donnalee Miller 
 14 Shawn Conner
 19 Jim Larkin
 24 Kevin Wilson

15 Mr. & Mrs. Christopher Liska
17 Mr. & Mrs. Dick Morley
19 Mr. & Mrs. Kurt Peight

January CelebrationsJanuary Celebrations
New Year’s Day

Sunday, January 1st
There will be one service only at a special time of 
10:00am and there will be no Sunday School.

A NEW YEAR’S BLESSING
May God make your year a happy one!
Not by shielding you from all sorrow and pain,
But by strengthening you to bear it as it comes;
Not by making your path easy,
But by making you sturdy to travel any path;
Not by taking hardships from you,
But by taking fear from your heart;
Not by granting you unbroken sunshine,
But by keeping your face bright, 
 even in the shadows;
Not by making your life always pleasant,
But by showing you when people and their causes
 need you most, and by making you anxious to
 be there to help.
God’s love, peace, hope and joy to you for 
 the year ahead.

Epiphany
Friday, January 6th

EPIPHANIES
 The word epiphany means to show forth.  
Epiphanies, both large and small, tend to be private 
events –– yet events with great signifi cance for the 
public.  Trying to share the details with another of an 
epiphany is fraught with complications.  The words 
are never quite right, and even the most sympathetic 
listener cannot fully bridge the gap between 
description and what it was like being there.  Most 
of us keep our personal experience of the Holy to 
ourselves.  Who would believe it?  And who would 
really understand?  The irony is that epiphanies are 
made for sharing even as they are impossible to 
communicate fully. –– Father Thomas Rosica
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