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Our Core Values:
Family Worship

Relying on Prayer

Unity in Christ

Instruction in the Word

Telling Others

Service to God’s Community

5050 N. Johnsburg Road
Located at the corner of Johnsburg and Ringwood Roads

Johnsburg, IL 60051
847•497•4569  •  Fax: 847-497-9769

www.joyfulharvest.org

Pastor Doug Liston - pastor@joyfulharvest.org

SUMMER HOURS
Worship with

Holy Communion
Saturdays................6:00 pm
Sundays...................9:00 am

�

�

“Growing
Together

for
Christ”



Who’s Who at 
Joyful Harvest

Council Members:
President:
 Deb Kelly..........................847-497-3518
 Email:  deb_kelly@comcast.net
Vice President:
 Don Korus........................815-363-9590
 Email:  cdkorus@comcast.net
Secretary:
 Cher Liska deb_kelly@comcast.net
At Large:
 Bill Rudzena....................815-347-4746
 Email:  william6379@comcast.net
 Hazel Morley..................847-497-3926
 Email:  morley5613@comcast.net
 Kevin Wilson  morley5613@comcast.
net
Pastor:
 Doug Liston.....................847-497-5452
 Email:  pastor@joyfulharvest.org

Ministry Team Leaders:
Worship Team Coordinator:
 Cindy Garstkiewicz.........
 Email:  cindy_g@comcast.net
Education Team Coordinator:
 Heidi Aavang...................847-497-4705
 Email:  heidi.aavang@sbcglobal.net
Facilities Director:
 Dan Kelly..........................847-497-3518
 Email:  deb_kelly@comcast.net

�

GrapeVine Articles:
To submit an article for September 2011

email Cindy Kutz at
info@classicprintery.com
or give to Rose Stevens

by August 15th

For any newsletter submissions . . .
Newsletter Chairpersons:

Rose Stevens.......................847-363-1286
Cindy Kutz...........................815-385-3124

or 847-546-6555
Email:  info@classicprintery.com

Fax:  847-546-6558
or give to Rose or Cindy

at church service.

To submit a bulletin announcement:
Email it to offi ce@joyfulharvest.org

by Wednesday each week.
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From the desk of Pastor Doug
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We are well into the heat of summer and it seems like only yesterday that we were fi ghting 
the snow.  Then along comes that freakish summer storm that wiped out electricity for 
some people for the better part of a week.  Seems like everyone was tending a generator, 
running a VERY long extension cord from their neighbor’s generator, or something.  It is 
not very easy to live without power.

Just this past weekend, I had the opportunity to baptize two young men, well – babies, to 
be honest.  But they will eventually be young men.  Just this past weekend we prayed that 
these two would learn to follow God.  We prayed for God’s Holy Spirit to come upon 
them and that they might learn that a relationship with God should be the priority in life.  
We prayed that they would come to feel God’s power in their lives.

“Father, we ask that you sustain Landon and Samuel with the gift of your Holy Spirit: the 
spirit of wisdom and understanding, the spirit of counsel and might, the spirit of knowledge 
and the fear of the Lord, the spirit of joy in your presence, both now and forever.”

There is power in that prayer.  Far more power than we were left with, even after the 
lights came back on.  God’s Spirit, God’s Power, can transform our lives into something so 
much more than we can ever imagine.  God’s Spirit gives us the courage to live our lives 
as God calls us to live, not as the world lives.

God’s Spirit can transform our church, giving us the power to affect the community, 
carrying the message of God’s salvation, of the Good News of Jesus Christ, to those in 
need.  Not only feeding people as we do at the food pantry, but feeding them by the fruits 
of the Spirit: “22By contrast, the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
generosity, faithfulness, 23gentleness, and self-control.” (Galatians 5:22-23a)  These are the 
fruits, the powers, of God’s Spirit that will win people over to Christ.

What is your life like?  Does God have power over you?  Does God have a place of 
importance in your life, or are there other things that have priority over God?  I pray that 
each of us would encounter God’s Spirit and that it would lead us to fi nd a signifi cant 
relationship with our Creator.

Blessings,
Pastor Doug
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Dear Joyful Harvest Family,

Hello everyone, I hope your summer is going well.  First off, I would like to apologize to Cindy 
K., Deb K. and Pastor Doug for my recent bout with CRS (CAN’T REMEMBER STUFF).  I had 
good intentions, but life and my bad memory got in the way.

Most of the members here remember me from my last terms on Council.  For those of you 
who don’t know me, here’s a hopefully short bio:  I live in Lake Villa, Illinois.  I’ve attended 
Joyful Harvest since 1997.  I’ve been married to my husband, Chris, for almost 35 years; have 
one child, my daughter Holly; and two beautiful grandsons, Noah (3) and Landon (2.5 months).  
I’ve worked as a bookkeeper for most of my work life, was a home caregiver for the elderly 
for a short stint and now have my dream job watching my grandsons.  Along with being on the 
Council, I volunteer as bookkeeper here at JHC.

When I was on Council in my previous terms, we worked on our Mission Statement and 
FRUITS.  Our FRUITS are one of the reasons (or should I say six) that I still attend Joyful 
Harvest.  FAMILY WORSHIP is very important to me.  I love seeing all the children welcomed 
to our church family.  I also know that I may not talk with members everyday but this “family” 
has been here for me when I needed them.  Next is RELYING ON PRAYER – I attended 
Lutheran school for grades 1 – 8 and can still remember my fi rst memory verse (don’t ask 
for book and verse – I’ve forgotten that) “Pray without ceasing”.  We need to be constantly 
talking with our Lord.  Communication is the key to a good relationship.  As a congregation, 
we need to be UNITED IN CHRIST.  As human beings we often put our building, people, and 
things ahead of God.  They won’t get us anywhere, but Christ will.  The most important FRUIT 
for me is INSTRUCTION IN THE WORD.  I enjoy sermons that are based on scripture; I 
need instruction to keep me united with Christ.  The hardest FRUIT for me is TELLING 
OTHERS, especially strangers.  Like most people, I want to be liked.  It’s very scary to explain 
my faith to others.  I hope to work on this one more than I have in the past.  I’m very proud 
of how our congregation has worked on SERVICE TO GOD’S COMMUNITY.  We’ve reached 
out with the Good Samaritan Fund, PADS, the Food Pantry, the parades and booths we’ve 
participated in and our missions around the world.

As a family united in Christ, we need to put God fi rst; if we do that I believe that Joyful 
Harvest will bring forth good FRUITS and continue to grow.

God Bless & Keep you in His loving arms,      
Cher Liska 

Greetings from the
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Annual Rummage Sale
Saturday & Sunday

August 12th – 8:00 am - 5:00 pm

&  August 13th – 8:00 am - Noon

This year’s sale promises to be another giant community-

building event as well as helping our church budget.

We need your rummage and your help.

So start cleaning out your closets, garages, 

cabinets and playrooms!

Tax-deductible donations of clothing, household items, 

books, movies, music, etc. will be accepted between now 

and August 11th.  

See Theresa Hoffman for more info.
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Cub
Scouts

Joyful Harvest Annual Campout
with the Cub Scouts

August 20th-21st

Cub Scouts have an evening of entertainment 
planned for around the camp fire

and then an outdoor Sunrise Worship
on Sunday around 6:30 am.

Come join us for a really great time 
of fun and fellowship. 

Don’t forget . . . .
• Tents  • Sleeping Bags  • Food  • Flashlights  • Bug Spray 
• Beverages  • Etc.

FirewoodDonationswould beappreciated.
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July 17th, we celebrated the baptismal rebirth of 
Landon Carl Smith and Samuel Fredric Hagen.  
The parents of Landon are Holly and Jerad Smith 
and his sponsors are Nicholas Smith and Jack 
Smith.  Samuel’s parents are Sarah and Joshua 
Hagen, and his sponsors are Patricia Hagen, 
Margaret Liston and Molly Peters.  May God 
bless both of these families!

Welcome to our new members!

Baptisms of
Landon Carl Smith and 
Samuel Frederic Hagen

Dear God,

Please untie the (k)nots that are in my mind, my heart, and my life.  

Remove the have nots, and can nots, and the do nots that I have in my mind.

Erase the will nots, may nots, and might nots that fi nd a home in my heart. 

Release me from the could nots, would nots, and should nots that obstruct my life.

And most of all, dear God, I ask that you remove from my mind, my heart, and my life all of 
the am nots that I have allowed to hold me back, especially the thought that I am not good 
enough.

Amen. 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
3 3 5 6

10 11 12 137 8 9

18 19 2014 15 16 17

25 26 2721 22 23 24

2828 29 25 26

7:00 am - Men’s Group
6:00 pm - Worship

7:00 am - Men’s Group
8:00-Noon - Rummage Sale
6:00 pm - Worship

7:00 am - Men’s Group
6:00 pm - Worship

7:00 am - Men’s Group
6:00 pm - Worship

9:00 am - Worship
 

9:00 am - Worship
1:00-2:00pm - Pet Blessing
6:00-8:00pm - Youth Fun Night
  (for students fi fth grade & up)

9:00 am - Worship 

6:30 pm - Council Meeting 9:30 am - Weight Watchers

9:30 am - Weight Watchers

9:30 am - Weight Watchers

9:30 am - Weight Watchers

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake

1 2

292830 31

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake

30

1

6:30 am - Sunrise Service
9:00 am - Worship-New Members 

August 2011August 2011
Please pray for these Joyful Harvest families listed for the month of August!

M. Aavang J. Anderson J. Bagin J. Betts K. Betts K. Brennan

L. Carpenter S. Conner G. Craig A. Dixon M. Faulkner C. Garstkiewicz J. Hagen

T. Hankins E. Hoffman M. Kandray D. Kelly L. Konieczski D. Korus R. Kutz

T. Ladouceur Jason Larkin Jim Larkin C. Liska A. Liston D. Liston T. Liston

C. Loeffl er J. Lusk D. Luszcz A.J. Miller

9:30 am - Weight Watchers 8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake

8:00-5:00 pm-Rummage Sale

6:00 pm
Church/Scout Campout

RUMMAGE SALE DAYS
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Sunday Morning Helpers Needed
 We are seeking people who are willing to be scheduled on a 
rotating basis for various Sunday Morning volunteer responsibilities.  
From greeters to video system operators to nursery attendants, the 
goal is for every member to serve in some way.  If ever unavailable 
when scheduled, volunteers will be asked to call another volunteer to 
arrange for their replacement.  All are invited to prayerfully consider 
how God is calling them to serve.  For questions and more information 
please contact Pastor Doug.

Prayer is the practice of the presence of God.  It is the place 
where pride is abandoned, hope is lifted, and supplication is 
made.  Prayer is the place of admitting our need, of adopting 
humility, and claiming dependence upon God.  Prayer is the 
needful practice of the Christian.  Prayer is the exercise of 
faith and hope.  Prayer is the privilege of touching the heart of 
the Father through His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.

Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.  James 4:8

Thank you to all our Prayer Warriors!
You do make a difference!

Let Go!
 Much attention is being paid to the heavy backpacks kids now lug to school.  My fi fth-
grader’s backpack weighs nearly 20 pounds –– more than one-quarter of her body weight!
 This year I bought my kids backpacks with wheels to ease the muscle strain.  Problem 
solved?  Wrong.  They continue lugging the packs on their backs, and I keep reminding them 
to put the packs down and roll them.
 I don’t understand it ––or do I?  We adults carry heavy burdens, too.  They pile up and 
weight us down.  The cumulative weight can be cursing.  But we don’t have to carry our 
troubles.  Jesus tells us to let him shoulder the load (see Matthew 11:28).  Jesus already took 
away our biggest burden by dying on the cross.  So we can truly “Let go...and let God.”
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Worship Team WANTED:
Looking for people to work with choosing the music/readings/dramas, etc. for worship as well as 
help scheduling the monthly assistance of readers, greeters, communion servers, bread bringers, 
etc.  Please contact Pastor Doug if you’re interested. 

HHAPPENINGSAPPENINGS
that were, that are and that will be!that were, that are and that will be!

Music Director WANTED:
We are looking for a Music Director to lead our singing in worship each week.  If you know of 
someone who would like to be a part of our worship, please contact a council member.  This will 
be a paid position; salary to be determined.

Fellowship Team WANTED:
Looking for people to help with GROW events such as monthly outings, game nights, special 
events like Mother’s Day Tea, Valentine’s Day Prom, Family Day Picnics. Fundraisers, etc.  Please 
contact Pastor Doug if you’re interested. 

Annual Rummage Sale:
August 12th & 13th with setup during the week prior.  Get your stuff ready and to the 
church please.  Theresa Hoffman is the chair for this activity and she is looking for lots of help with 
this project.  Please contact Theresa for more information.  

Youth Fun Night:
Many thanks to all of the youth and adults who took part in the fi rst monthly youth night.  We had 
a lot of fun playing volleyball and listening to music supplied by Taylor Korus!  The next Youth Night 
will be August 14th from 6-8pm.  We’re planning a night of fl ag football and whiffl e ball!  Plan on 
coming out and having a LOT of fun!  Monthly youth activity fun nights are the 2nd Sunday of each 
month for students who will be entering fi fth grade and up.
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HHAPPENINGSAPPENINGS
that were, that are and that will be! that were, that are and that will be! - (cont.)- (cont.)

Tuesday Breakfast Club:
Please come join us at Dino’s in Fox Lake at 8:00 am every Tuesday.  It’s open to anyone who wants 
to have breakfast and share fellowship with Joyful Harvest members.  This club has been meeting 
for over 5 years.    

Prayer Shawl Ministry:
If you crochet or knit and would be interested in being a part of a prayer shawl ministry, please 
give Rita Rudzena a call at 815-354-6379.  You can work at home while making them . . . directions 
can be given . . . easy to knit or crochet.  It would be great having prayer shawls on hand at Joyful 
Harvest to hand out to those in need such as surgery, etc.   

Can Collection:
Recycling aluminum cans are a great support so please keep them coming.  The funds are now 
supporting the newly formed Joyful Harvest Youth Group.  Thank You! 

Educational Team WANTED:
Sunday School is in need of volunteers -  please contact Theresa Hoffman or Christina Ritter if 
you’re interested.  If you have a heart for seeing a child’s faith blossom before your eyes, and wish 
to serve God in this capacity, there is a place for you.

Blood Drive:
On Monday, July 18th, Joyful Harvest hosted a blood drive by Heartland Blood Centers which was 
very successful.  Thank you to all who donated.  Everyone who donated received a coupon for FREE 
quart of ice cream from Oberweiss.  Fourteen pints of blood were collected to save lives!

Pet Blessing:
On August 14, from 1-2 pm we will have a pet blessing here at Joyful Harvest.   Bring your favorite, 
dog, cat bird, snake, hamster, pot-bellied pig, etc!  Pets are an important part of our lives - the bond 
between person and pet is like no other relationship, because the communication between fellow 
creatures is at its most basic.
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Education News
Sunday School News:
Sunday School is in need of volunteers to serve as class teachers, shepherds, record keepers and 
other support personnel for the Sunday School program this year.

Whether you have been attending Joyful Harvest for a long time or have just started attending, if 
you have a heart for seeing a child’s faith blossom before your eyes, and wish to served God in this 
capacity, there is a place to serve in our Sunday School program.  Please contact Christina Ritter 
or Theresa Hoffman for more info.

Men’s Study Group:
 Men’s group is continuing to meet on Saturday mornings at 7:00 am 
at the church.  They are studying “When God’s Spritit Moves”.  All men 
are  invited to attend.   Please join us for this wonderful Bible study and 
fellowship opportunity.   

Wonderful Women of Faith:
The Wonderful Women of Faith had dinner at “The Grand Buffet” on Wednesday, July 27th.  Food 
was grand, fellowship was grand, and all had a wonderful time. Hope you can join us when we start 
back up in the fall.

Diakonia:
This is a 2 year lay education, spiritual formation program within the Northern Illinois Synod.  
Diakonia seeks to give you a fi rm foundation in your Christian faith.  If you would like more 
information, please contact Pastor Doug.
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P.A.D.S. Crisis Services

+ Christian Symbols +

Pomegranate

Bible Quiz? ?? ?? ??

 How many animals did God tell Noah to bring 
into the ark?
  A. Two of each kind
  B. Seven pairs of clean animals and one pair
     each of unclean animals.
  C. Both A and B.
  D. None of the above.

Answers: C (see Genesis 6:19-20 and 7:2-3)

Located in North Chicago, PADS offers emergency 

shelter for men, women and families with children 

who are experiencing homelessness.  At this time, they 

are seeking the help of local religious organizations to 

provide some of the basics they use every day, such 

as spray bathroom cleaner, Pinesol, Lysol disinfectant 

wipes, Fantastik, and antibacterial 

liquid hand soap.  Please bring any donations 

to the church and we will see to it that 

they are delivered.  Thank you for being a 

community that cares.

 Because the pomegranate 
has an abundance of seeds, 
the fruit is used to 
represent hope 
and future life.  
It also symbolizes 
the many believers 
who are individual 
members of the universal Christian church.
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 – August Celebrations –
Birthdays:

  4 Jeanette Betts
  5 Erin Liston
  8 Vicky Economopoulos
 10 Rich Krueger
 10 Bill Rudzena
 10 Barbara Sisk 
 11 Will Hagen
 12 Rosanne Dixon
 12 Gabby Miller
 15 Anne Liston
 15 Katie Ritter

Anniversaries:
 1 Mr. & Mrs. Tom Peterson
 8 Mr & Mrs. Gary Craig
11 Mr. & Mrs. Jerad Smith
16 Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Romano
23 Mr. & Mrs. Dave Rigby
29 Mr. & Mrs. Kevin Brennan

 16 Linda Kvidera-Murphy
 16 Abigail Loeffl er-Bell
 16 Tom Peterson
 17 Wade Frazier
 17 Sandy Liston
 19 Gabe Frazier
 21 Timothy Conner
 21 Dan Luszcz
 28 Cindy Garstkiewicz
 30 Michael Dunn
 30 Jill Lusk

CelebrationsCelebrations

 The person who tries to be the right example to every child rather than 
just talk about it.
 The person who has a passion to help those who have been dealt not quite 
as good of a hand in life as you have.
 The person who is willing to say, “I’m sorry, please forgive me.”
 The person who is able to look straight into the eyes of temptation and 
say, “No way!”
 The person who has a ready smile and a pat on the back when others need 
some encouragement.
 The person who can see their own faults before they see the fault in 
others.
 The person who gives money, time and talent without any thought of 
return.
 The person who can admit when they’re wrong and when they’ve made a 
mistake.
 The person who works hard and goes the extra mile at work, sometimes 
even for co-workers.
 The person who is committed to loving life, even with all of its trials.
 Strive to be “the person.” It’ll be a challenge at times, but the battle to get 
there will be well worth it.

Try to Be “The Person”
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