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Our Core Values:
Family Worship

Relying on Prayer

Unity in Christ

Instruction in the Word

Telling Others

Service to God’s Community

Joyful Harvest Church
5050 N. Johnsburg Road

Located at the corner of Johnsburg and Ringwood Roads
Johnsburg, IL 60051

847•497•4569  •  Fax: 847-497-9769
www.joyfulharvest.org

Pastor Doug Liston - pastor@joyfulharvest.org

Worship with
Holy Communion

Saturdays................6:00 pm
Sundays...................8:15 am
Sundays.................10:45 am

�

�

“Growing
Together

for
Christ”

On June 20th, 2010, “Together In Christ Church” and “Joyful Harvest 
Church” met to worship together for the fi rst time at Joyful Harvest.

We felt it would be inspiring for all of us to read the sermon 
Pastor Doug wrote as the one year anniversary of that day approaches.

Who are we?  What are we doing here?  Where are we going?
 I must admit to you that there was a time, not all that long ago, that I was 
certain that I would never be back in this pulpit again - that I might not even 
be welcome back in this church again.  But God has ways of making our best 
laid plans and thoughts change - leaving us to scramble to keep up with God 
as He leads us through.  Things change and we change - but God does not 
change - He is our ever-present hope and promise through it all...  We can 
take comfort in the fact that God does not abandon us into those changes, 
God accompanies us through them.
 So what is God doing here today?  What has this change brought?  As 
we come together today to worship - these two worshipping communities 
- who are we?  I think that Paul, in our Galatians text this morning, gives us 
an excellent insight into who we are, not as “Together In Christ” and Joyful 
Harvest”, but as the community that God is calling us to be.  
 Paul explains to us that although we may come from differing backgrounds, 
we may have different understandings and feelings about certain issues - none 
of that matters - what matters is GOD!  That in our baptisms, God has made 
us part of a community that cannot be torn apart...there is a promise in all 
of this:  26for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith.  27As many of 
you as were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.  28There is no 
longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, there is no longer male and 
female; for all of you are one in Christ Jesus.
 I really hate to burst your bubble, but we aren’t two congregations - we 
never have been.  Paul reminds us that because of God - because of His 
action in our baptisms, we are one community, always have been, always will 

Continued to page 3



Who’s Who at 
Joyful Harvest

Council Members:
President:
 Bill Rudzena....................815-347-4746
 Email:  william6379@comcast.net
Vice President:
 Roberta Miller................815-385-3880
 Email:  bertac60051@aol.com
Secretary:
 Deb Kelly..........................847-497-3518
 Email:  deb_kelly@comcast.net
At Large:
 Cathy Ritter.....................847-497-3319
 Email:  ritt6@sbcglobal.net
 Don Korus........................815-363-9590
 Email:  cdkorus@comcast.net
 Hazel Morley..................847-497-3926
 Email:  morley5613@comcast.net
Pastor:
 Doug Liston.....................847-497-5452
 Email:  pastor@joyfulharvest.org

Ministry Team Leaders:
Worship Team Coordinator:
 Cindy Garstkiewicz.........
 Email:  cindy_g@comcast.net
Education Team Coordinator:
 Heidi Aavang...................847-497-4705
 Email:  heidi.aavang@sbcglobal.net
Facilities Director:
 Dan Kelly..........................847-497-3518
 Email:  deb_kelly@comcast.net

�

GrapeVine Articles:
To submit an article for July 2011

email Cindy Kutz at
info@classicprintery.com
or give to Rose Stevens

by June 15th

For any newsletter submissions . . .
Newsletter Chairpersons:

Rose Stevens.......................847-363-1286
Cindy Kutz...........................815-385-3124

or 847-546-6555
Email:  info@classicprintery.com

Fax:  847-546-6558
or give to Rose or Cindy

at church service.

To submit a bulletin announcement:
Email it to offi ce@joyfulharvest.org

by Wednesday each week.
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be.  It doesn’t matter if we argue about sex or who is pastor or when the service times are, or even 
more importantly, what forks go in what drawer in the kitchen - through God, through Christ, we 
are one.  We are one community in Christ Jesus.
 The church in Galatia that Paul addresses was once a vibrant and fl ourishing community of faith 
- people loved one another.  But it was struggling with discord.  So Paul writes and reminds them 
saying “you are all one in Christ Jesus.”  We began our worship this morning with a reminder of just 
that:  We are a people who believe!  We began with a statement of faith - with the Apostles’ Creed.
 I believe in God, the Father almighty...I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son...I believe in 
the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting...  These are the things which set us apart from the 
world.  They are a part of who we are and they are why we are here.
 So who are we?  We are God’s people, struggling sometimes with the fact that we are all, each 
and every one of us, human and therefore cannot and will not always agree with each other - but 
doing so nonetheless in the grace and peace that God offers to God’s people.  I’m not here to 
convince you of that.  Listen to God speaking in your hearts and you will hear it.  There is no 
fracture that can overcome the oneness that God has written on our hearts in our baptisms.
 So, what are we doing here?  I asked myself that same question, “Why am I here?”  Many of my 
friends at seminary have asked me that - there were several other places that I could have gone for 
internship - I didn’t need to start a new congregation or to try and bring one back together - there 
were many easier ministries that I could have accepted.  But the simple truth of it all is that this is 
the place to which I felt God was calling me.
 I look around this room and I see people that I love who are hurting and in need.  People whom 
I love who love God - people that I can help.  I am here today - as a pastor - because many of you 
encouraged me through the diffi cult times when I was struggling with making that decision to go 
to seminary.  And I am here today because I love you and because God has called me to return 
that gift that you gave me - to help you fi nd a path through the diffi cult times - the uncertainties of 
tomorrow.  To love you through them.
 That’s what I’m doing here.  What are we doing here together - collectively?  Well, I hope it is 
for some of those same reasons - that God is calling us to love one another.  That God is in this 
place and God loves us!!! - enough to get us through.  And that we love God - and trust in Him 
- enough to rebuild God’s church.  I think that God is calling us to set aside our disagreements 
and go about being the church - being God’s light of Jesus Christ to those in need - being inviting, 
being comforting, being loving to those whom God loves. What are we doing here and where are 
we going?  That depends an awful lot on us.
 This is God’s church - and I guess the more important question we should be asking is not what 
are we doing here, but what is God doing here.  Think about that - it isn’t at all about us - it is about 
God.  And if it isn’t about us - if it isn’t about what we are doing here, then maybe we need to think 
bigger and see what the heck God is up to in this place.
 For many years God was dong great things here at Joyful Harvest - so many ministries that have 
been laid aside over the years as we, in our human frailty, struggled with different issues - so many 
ministries through which God touched the lives of people - so many ministries that have brought 
people to God.  God is going to revive those through us - to bring them out of mothballs, dust 
them off, and start once again showing this community and the world what it means to be a loving, 
caring, generous Christian.

Continued to page 18
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Greetings From Council
Greetings from Council,

There are many wonderful things happening at Joyful Harvest Church, and it is our hope as 
council to be able to keep everyone up to date with everything.  The minutes are usually 
posted on the bulletin board in the narthex; however, if I miss a month, please let me know 
I would be glad to send you a copy.  

As I look back on the past year at Joyful Harvest, it is with a smile.  We have been growing 
in numbers and smiles over the past year.  We would like to begin to schedule monthly 
or bi-monthly events for all of us to be able to come together and share time away from 
worship.  Some of these events will be G.R.O.W events, and some family events.  If anyone 
has ideas for these events, please let me know.  We can all come up with some great times 
to share!  

We would like to announce our June event ~ Joyful Harvest’s 1st Annual Family Picnic on 
June 25th.  Things are just beginning to take shape on this, but please mark your calendar 
and more information will be coming soon.  

It is an honor to serve on council at Joyful Harvest, and I have learned quite a bit over the 
past year.  The one thing I take home each time is what a great group of people I have the 
pleasure to work with, worship with and enjoy time with ~ what a blessing!   

If you were unable to attend our Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting on May 22, 2011 ~ 
I would like to update you on the events of that meeting.  We have set up some 1 year, 3 
year and 5 year goals for Joyful Harvest.  It is a blessing to say; already some of the items 
on our 1 year goal sheet have been taken care of already.  We have many wonderful, some 
easier than others, 1 year goal projects on this list, please take a moment to look at the 
list and see if there is something that you feel called to help out with.  What a wonderful 
feeling it will be, to be able to have our 1 year goal sheet EMPTY before the fi rst year ends.  
Goals are important and it gives us forward direction.  If you have any questions on the 
goals, please feel free to speak with me, or any council member.  

I have a wonderful family here at Joyful Harvest, and you are continually in my prayers.  It is 
with much prayer that our next year will be even greater!  

Peace and Blessings,
Debbie Kelly 
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Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting
On Sunday May 23, 2011, the congregation held its Semi-Annual Congregational Meeting.  The 
Council was pleased to tell about how we are moving forward with Christ and excited about 
the new ideas we’ve had and the fun that came along with them.  The Council would like to 
see the congregation grow and to become more active in the community, to show that we are 
here and loving one another!

Some goals were set and a few have been met but there are some that will take a little longer 
than others, and although nothing is carved in stone they are attainable goals.  If we all work 
together, as we have been, then we can get many things accomplished.

Some of the concerns were in the Leadership areas.  We will need to fi nd people willing to 
step up and help fi ll the critical areas of service within the church.  Heidi Aavang, who has 
led the Education Team, is moving and can no longer head that team.  Heidi says there are 
many resources are here at church and she is willing to help anyone who is interested, to get 
started.  Also, Cindy Garstkiewicz would like to fi nd individuals who would be willing to take 
part in the Worship Team.  The other team is Fellowship – a group which arranges for our faith 
community to come together as a family in Christ.  

Below is a list of the duties for each of these teams.  We hope that they can be fi lled with 
wonderful people and that they, in turn, will activate and motivate others to join in.  Since 
we all enjoy these activities, songs and decorations, doesn’t it make sense that we should 
be willing to keep them running smoothly?  The Council asks that we all pray about it and 
consider where you can be of help in your church.

Worship Team
Responsible for the Altar set up – changing of the colors and holiday decorations, choosing 
worship songs each week and scheduling the participation for each service: Communion 
Servers, Ushers, etc.

Fellowship Team
Responsible for GROW activities, participation in community events, holiday ideas etc.

Education Team
Responsible for Sunday School, teachers, registration, VBS, etc.
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Come visit the town Jesus lived in when he was little
June 20-24 • 9am-12pm

(For the whole family)
Contact Joyful Harvest Church 

at www. joyfulharvest.org
for pricing & Registration Form

Vacation
Bible School

Vacation Bible
School:

Coming Up Soon!!   
June 20-24, 2011.  
Thank you to the 
volunteers so far!  

Next VBS meeting to be 
announced.  

Glen is looking for any 
help that you can give to 
get ready for this great 

program. 
 Just give him a call at 

847-507-4536.

We are gearing up for another year of fun and learning about Jesus!  Thank you to those who 
have stepped up and committed to helping with this year’s event.  It’s so much appreciated!  
We still need more volunteers/helpers during that week, so please keep that in mind.  We are 
in need of someone to teach the music - It’s all here for you.

A few supplies we’re still looking for:
• Old solid-colored sheets (ones we are going to use, so don’t send your good ones!)
• Peat pots (little squares) for planting
• Pie tins
• Kiddie pools (3)
• Yard tents to be set up and used for shops
• Kick balls

Remember this VBS is open to the whole family, so no one will be split up this year, you can 
be together the whole time.

Please contact Glen if you would like to help.  It would be greatly appreciated. 
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HAPPENINGS
that were, that are and that will be!

Worship Team WANTED:
Looking for people to work with choosing the music/readings/dramas, etc. for worship as well as 
help scheduling the monthly assistance of readers, greeters, communion servers, bread bringers, 
etc.  Please contact Pastor Doug if you’re interested. Cindy Garstkiewicz has been working on this 
team and she would like participation from othrs of the workship community.  Thank you Cindy 
for your committment to the church and the Worship Team. 

Health Care Power of Attorney:
On Sunday, June 5th, between services at 9:30 am, Heidi Aavang will present a forum on Health 
Care Powers of Attorney and Living Wills.  These are extremely important documents that no 
individual should be without.  If you already have a current Health Care Power of Attorney, you 
should attend as well since as of July 1, 2011 the necessary forms will change and your HPA may 
be invalid.

Church Clean-Up:
Saturday, June 4th from 9:00 am until we’re done.  Please mark your calendars and we hope it’s 
placed on your heart to help out.  Many hands always make the work lighter and go quicker!

Council News:
We welcome Cher Liska and Kevin Wilson to our Church Council.  Congratulations to both of 
you!   They will be replacing Roberta Miller and Cathy Ritter.  Thank you Roberta and Cathy for all 
you have done to help make this church great.  

Also, the Church Council is asking for several volunteers to help coordinate activities for our 
youth.  As parents, you would know what their interests would be.  For instance, Volleyball for the 
older kids against the adults, game nights, etc.  Please contact any of the Council members so we 
could assist you in any way.
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HAPPENINGS
that were, that are and that will be! - (cont.)

Tuesday Breakfast Club:
Please come join us at Dino’s in Fox Lake at 8:00 am every Tuesday.  It’s open to anyone who wants 
to have breakfast and share fellowship with Joyful Harvest members.  This club has been meeting 
for over 5 years.    

Prayer Shawl Ministry:
If you crochet or knit and would be interested in being a part of a prayer shawl ministry, please 
give Rita Rudzena a call at 815-354-6379.  You can work at home while making them . . . directions 
can be given . . . easy to knit or crochet.  It would be great having prayer shawls on hand at Joyful 
Harvest to hand out to those in need such as surgery, etc.   

Fellowship Team WANTED:
Looking for people to help with GROW events such as monthly outings, game nights, special 
events like Mother’s Day Tea, Valentine’s Day Prom, Family Day Picnics. Fundraisers, etc.  Please 
contact Pastor Doug if you’re interested. 

Can Collection:
Can collection continues to bring additional revenue into the church.   Just drop them off at church 
(we will crush them if needed).  All the money goes to the church.

Educational Team WANTED:
As you know, Heidi Aavang is moving and we are in need of people to help with Sunday School 
next year.  Please contact Pastor Doug if you’re interested.  Heidi has been a great asset to our 
church and church family.  We wish her and her family well on their move.  Thank you so much 
Heidi for your dedication! 
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SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY
1 2 3 4

8 9 10 115 6 7

16 17 1812 13 14 15

23 24 2519 20 21 22

2826 27 25 26

7:00 am - Men’s Group
9:00 am until ? - Church Clean-Up
6:00 pm - Worship

7:00 am - Men’s Group
6:00 pm - Worship

7:00 am - Men’s Group
6:00 pm - Worship

7:00 am - Men’s Group
TBA - Family Picnic with Bonfi re
   Workship at 6:00 pm
(Church will provide Hotdogs, Buns 
and condiments for grilling.)
   Bring a dish to pass 

8:15 am - Worship
 (Council members Cher and 
 Kevin will be installed)
9:30 am - Forum on Health Care
Powers of Attorney & Living Wills
10:45 am - Worship

8:15 am - Worship 
10:45 am - Worship –
– Confi rmation 
– during worship.
  

8:15 am - Worship
10:45 am - Worship

8:15 am - Worship 
10:45 am - Worship
     

6:30 pm - Council Meeting with 
   new elections taking place.

9:00 am - Weight Watchers

9:00 am - Weight Watchers

9:00 am - Weight Watchers
9:00 am -12:00 pm - VBS

9:00 am - Weight Watchers

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake
9:00 am -12:00 pm - VBS

9:00 am -12:00 pm - VBS 

2929

June 2011June 2011
2 3

29273028 29

8:00 am - Breakfast Club at
    Dino’s in Fox Lake

10:00 am - 1:00 pm - Kiddy Keys

Father’s Day

30

1

Vacation Bible School
9:00 am -12:00 pm - VBS 9:00 am -12:00 pm - VBS

SYNOD ASSEMBLY

Happy One Year
Anniversary, Pastor Doug

(We Love You)
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+ Christian Symbols +

Ram
 This Old Testament symbol 
of Christ represents him as the 
leader of the “herd,” as well as a 
sacrifi ce for peoples’ sins.  Jesus’ 
sacrifi cial death was foretold in 
Genesis 22, when God instruct-
ed Abraham to kill his only son, 
Isaac.  But God provided a ram to take Isaac’s 
place, just as He provided Jesus, God’s only Son, 
to take our place on the cross.

Bible Quiz? ?? ? ?
 June is a popular month for weddings.  
The gospel of John tells about a wedding 
Jesus attended at Cana.  At the 
reception, he offered a special 
gift.  What was it?

  A. Money
  B. Pottery
  C. Healing
  D.  Wine

The Power of Pentecost

 Pentecost started as a Jewish festival commemorating God’s giving the Law to the 
Israelites 50 days after they escaped from slavery in Egypt.

 Just days after the risen Jesus ascended to heaven, his (Jewish) disciples gathered in 
Jerusalem to celebrate Pentecost.  But God transformed the occasion by giving them 
the Holy Spirit, as he’d promised.  The disciples saw something like fl ames among and 
on them, heard a rushing wind and began speaking in many languages.  The pilgrims in 
Jerusalem heard about Jesus in their native tongues (see Acts 2:1-12).

 In Christian churches, Pentecost was once as important as Christmas and Easter.  
Today, congregations still observe it in special ways, using the color red to symbolize 
the Holy Spirit’s power.  Worship services sometimes include hymns, prayers and 
Scriptures in various tongues.  To simulate the original Pentecost experience, congre-
gations may say the Lord’s Prayer in several languages at once.



Page 13

News from the Breakfast Club
Although I have only attended the Breakfast Club twice (once when Pastor was out of town 
and once when he took the day off, tee-hee), I have to say what a great bunch!  Although I did 
go to eat, I have to admit I went there to spy a little bit for the newsletter as well.  We all know 
if there isn’t exciting news once in a while, it gets pretty boring, right? So here goes…

There’s typically 5-8 in attendance, from what I have seen, and all sit together at one table.  
Coffee is poured for some and some get tea.  After everyone fi nishes discussing how long it 
took them to get out of bed, the conversations get more lively.  Usually about the weather, 
which Dick doesn’t care anymore; he’s wearing his shorts! Or about the price of gas; some 
suggested we invest in horses. Or events of their day ahead.  After ordering off of a senior 
menu (which I got to do even though I’m no where near senior age!) everyone prepares to 
eat.  For some reason Hazel has much diffi culty keeping her napkin in place, she even said 
“that’s always been a problem with her.” So I have learned that if you sit next to Hazel you 
have to help her keep “napkin watch”.   It’s OK, Haz, I’ll be your napkin guard on duty when 
I’m there!

I also learned that Bill loves his blue phone!  He was looking at it the whole time, showing us 
pictures. When Tom mentioned a destination, Bill was right there asking for an address and 
zipper, (I mean zip code) and telling us ALL how to get there, even though we weren’t all going, 
hmmm….seniors?  

Roberta is a regular from what I understand and likes to stir things up.  Never boring sitting 
with Roberta - no sir!  Then you have Juanita, also a regular, who has such an innocent smile 
but I suspect there is more to that smile than we know.  And I believe Roberta knows what it 
is!  Tom & Helen visit regularly too, when their not gallivanting all over the place!  I mean, don’t 
these people work?!  Oh yea, I keep forgetting, they’re “seniors”, they don’t have jobs.  

I had the pleasure of having breakfast with Anne once so far.  She was a little quiet that day but 
got a tiny grin with a gleam in her eye when we talked about how nervous her son gets when 
we say “I’m telling your mother”.  Could this be why we don’t see Pastor at the Breakfast Club, 
or is it that he’s not ready to “hang” with us?

All kidding aside, I have a lovely time when I have breakfast with my church peeps!  They all 
have a special place in my heart!  I believe the love of God sits around that table every Tuesday 
at 8:00am at Dino’s in Fox Lake, and I feel blessed and privileged to be a part of it anytime I 
can! 

I encourage all of you to stop in one Tuesday morning, pull up a chair, place your order and say 
a prayer.  But remember, I will be taking notes for the newsletter!

Until next time…
“Scoop Stevens”
Grapevine News
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AnnualAnnual
Mother’s Day TeaMother’s Day Tea

Everyone had a blast!!!

Thank you 
to all our 
Tux Men.

You were all 
wonderful!
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Dates to Remember (see calendar also)

June 2th - Ascension of Our Lord 

June 4th - Church Clean-Up Day - Please come out and help make the church shine, 9:00 
am.

June 5th - Forum on Healthcare Power of Attorney & Living Wills - Heidi Aavang will 
present this forum and explain why these are extremely important documents that no individual 
should be without, 9:30 am.

June 8th - Council Meeting 

June 12th - Pentecost

June 12th - Confi rmation Sunday - Ericson Hoffman, Matthew Korus and Nathan Wollerman
     will be confi rmed.  Please come and celebrate their accomplishments. 

June 14th - Flag Day

June 17th & 18th - Synod Assembly

June 19th - Trinity Sunday

June 19th - Father’s Day - Happy Father’s Day!

June 20th - Pastor Doug’s one year anniversary with Joyful Harvest.

June 20th-24th - Vacation Bible School - 9:00 am - 12:00 pm at Joyful Harvest.

June 25th - Family Picnic - The church will provide hotdogs, buns and condiments for grilling. 
     Bring a dish to pass.

July

July 16th - Family Faith Night with Mark Schultz at Petersen Park - 4:00 - 9:00 pm. 
               Tickets:  Adults $7.00 in advance, $10.00 at the door, children 10 & under are Free.

August

August 12th & 13th - Annual Rummage Sale!   Get your stuff ready!
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Celebrations
 – June Celebrations –

Birthdays:
  5 Berkley Murphy
  6 Matthew Carpenter
  7 Jorden Romano
 14 Morgan Aavang
 16 Gary Craig
 17 Nick Ganowski 
 22 Carson Brennan
 23 Deb Kelly
 23 Nathan Wollerman
 24 Chris Liska
 27 Taylor Korus

Anniversaries:
 5 Mr. & Mrs. Don Korus

 6 Mr & Mrs. Everett Sisk

13 Mr. & Mrs. Rob Ganowski

14 Mr. & Mrs. Dan Kelly

14 Mr. & Mrs. Gordy Ritter

19 Mr. & Mrs. Bill Rudzena

21 Mr. & Mrs. Tom Hankins

25 Mr. & Mrs. Tom Liston

To Holly and Jared Smith
who welcomed their 2nd son

Landon Carl
on Monday, May 16th.

Also, congratulations to
Grandma & Grandpa Liska!
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Education News
Sunday School News:
We have just fi nished the 2010-2011 Sunday School year.  Thank you to everyone who taught, acted 
as a shepherd or otherwise helped with the program.  Thank you also to the parents who brought 
their children and allowed us to share the “good news” and some great Bible stories.  

Now with summer upon us, Mr. Glen is looking for people to help with VBS.  If you can even help 
for an hour or 2 on one of the fi ve mornings, please contact Mr. Glen or the offi ce.  VBS is a great 
fun way to introduce young people to the Bible and our Church.  If you cannot be present during 
the day, there are other ways to help, such as assisting in advertising, enrollment, providing craft 
supplies or snack supplies.  The more helpers we have, the more children we can enroll.

Once VBS is completed,  it will be time to consider the Sunday School program for 2011-2012.  We 
are in need of teachers, crafters, an administrator and anyone willing to help.  There are resources 
available for teaching all levels, we just need people to use them.  If you feel called to help or have 
ideas for the Sunday School program, please speak to Pastor Doug or Mr. Glen.

Finally, I would like to thank my co-teachers, helpers and all the parents and children I have worked 
with during my years teaching Sunday School.  I wish the best to everyone at Joyful Harvest.

Heidi Aavang

Confi rmation Graduation:
Sunday, June 12th, we will be having the Confi rmation Graduation during our 10:45 workship. 
Congratulations to our confi rmands - Ericson Hoffman, Matthew Korus and Nathan Wollerman.

Men’s Study Group:
 Men’s group is continuing to meet on Saturday mornings at 7:00 am 
at the church.  They are doing a study called “Boundaries”.  All men are  
invited to attend.   Please join us for this wonderful Bible study and 
fellowship opportunity.   

Wonderful Women of Faith:
Next meeting will be held in June (Date to be announced) at 7:00 pm at Juanita’s home, 1410 
Sunyside Dr. in Johnsburg.  They will be discussing the next bad girl in the Bible.   Please bring your 
Bibles.  Hope to see you there!  Please see Roberta or Juanita with any questions. 
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Sermon Pastor Doug 6/20/10 cont.
 Service on Saturdays - it showed Johnsburg that the church on the corner wasn’t a group of people 
that looked out only for those inside its own walls.  It gave real help to real people who needed just 
a little bit of God’s love in their lives and it did it without expecting ANYTHING in return.  Loose 
change offerings gave a fi nancial boost to ministries that needed that little bit of help.  Women’s 
and men’s bible studies that fed people spiritual food for the journeys that they were on in God’s 
wilderness.  A vital prayer chain that offered concerns to God for all people, not just our members.  
VBS gave the community’s children a chance to learn about the love that God has for each of them 
- we always had so many more children in VBS than came to our church - it was EVANGELISM - 
carrying God’s message of love to the world.  Each of these ministries gave us a chance to say “thank 
you” to God in a way that impacted the lives of others.
 But the best thing that God was doing here was building community.  And it is the one thing that 
has suffered most in our hands - suffered and almost withered and died.  Community - a FAMILY! 
- a FAMILY of God!  You couldn’t walk through the front door of this church without seeing smiling 
faces, getting handshakes and hugs from everyone, and feeling God’s love that exuded from each and 
every person.  As our mission statement says - that unity in Christ thing - we are united in God - 
united in God’s love, caring and compassion for all of humanity.
 Maybe God’s action has been ignored for a while - maybe we’ve set our own feelings and thoughts 
ahead of what God is doing here.  If so, it is time that we start, once again, listening to that still, small 
voice and following where God is leading us.
 What are we doing here?  Pitch that statement right out of your mind - it isn’t about us - it is all 
about God!  What is God going to be doing here?  God is going to, once again, create a community of 
faith here.  And we can embrace the idea or ignore that idea or whatever - but it is God’s will and God’s 
plan and we can be a part of it or we can try to derail it - but it is going to happen.  It is not about what 
we can do - it is about what God can do, is doing and has done for each of us in our lives!
 God is going to make us, once again, a family - a group of individuals who, although we may not 
agree on everything, still recognizes the fact that we are a church of Christ, a community worshipping 
God TOGETHER, as the primary reason why we are who we are.  Christ is the fi rm foundation upon 
which this church was built.  We need to pray that God will scrape away all the other “stuff” and 
build us back on that foundation.
 I want to end this sermon with a prayer - something that I don’t normally do - but I thought it 
particularly appropriate this morning.  It is a prayer that asks God for His abiding presence through 
the things ahead, the things we don’t know will come. Trusting God to show us His way.  It is a prayer 
that is special to me - it is actually the prayer that I say each morning as I get out of bed - turning 
over my day and my life to what God would have me do.  It is my hope that it will become something 
special in your lives as well, and in the life of this church - as we turn the life of this church over to 
God - as we mark this day as a new beginning in the life of one congregation, united in our faith in 
God. We are all one in Christ Jesus.

Let us pray...
O God, you have called your servants to ventures of which we cannot see the ending, by paths as yet 
untrodden, through perils unknown.  Give us faith to go out with good courage, not knowing where 
we go, but only that your hand is leading us and your love supporting us; through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.
AMEN.
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Father’s then & now
In 1900, fathers prayed their children would learn English.

Today, fathers pray their children will speak English.

In 1900, if a father put a roof over his family’s head, he was 
a success.

Today, it takes a roof, deck, pool, and 4-car garage.  And 
that’s just the vacation home.

In 1900, a Father’s Day gift would be a hand tool.

Today, he’ll get a digital organizer.

In 1900, a happy meal was when Father shared funny 
stories around the table.

Today, a happy meal is what Dad buys at Mcdonald’s.

In 1900, when fathers entered the room, children often rose 
to attention.

Today, kids glance up and grunt, “Dad, you’re invading my 
space.”


