
 

 

Welcome to Worship at 

Joyful Harvest Lutheran Church 
Growing Together for Christ 

Rev. Ken Gibson, Pastor   
Office: 847-497-4JOY (4569) – Cell: 815-861-9554 

5050 N. Johnsburg Rd, Johnsburg, IL 60051 
www.joyfulharvest.org 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

We worship in-person and on-line at 9:00 am. There is a link on our 
website to join the on-line Worship Service through Zoom!  

Stay safe and God bless! 

April 2nd, 2026   Maundy Thursday 

http://www.joyfulharvest.org/


Gathering 
 
 

Call to Worship 
P: We welcome you to this first night of the holiest days of the church year. 
The service that begins tonight takes us on a journey as we walk with Jesus 
along the path to the cross, to the tomb and to the promise of eternal life. 
    Tonight we focus on the servanthood, on the example Jesus gave us and 
on the servanthood to which he has called us. The liturgy for Maundy 
Thursday includes the remembrance of Jesus’ final meal before his 
crucifixion, we witness the stripping of the worship space of all adornment 
as a sign of the betrayal of Jesus and our preparation for Good Friday. So 
let us now begin our walk with our Lord by standing and singing our 
opening song. 
 

Opening Song: Thank You, Lord 
 

Confession & Forgiveness 
P: Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to 
struggle against sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving 
God and each other. This is the struggle to which we were called at 
baptism.  
    Within the community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin 
and giving the peace of reconciliation. On this night let us confess our sin 
against God and our neighbor, and enter the celebration of the great Three 
Days reconciled with God and with one another. 
 

                 (Silence is kept for reflection.) 
 

P: Most merciful God, 
C: we confess that we are captive to sin 
and cannot free ourselves. 
We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us. 
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, 
so that we may delight in your will 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your holy name. Amen. 
P: God, who is rich in mercy, loved us 
even when we were dead in sin, 
and made us alive together with Christ. 
By grace you have been saved. 
In the name of ☩ Jesus Christ, your sins are forgiven. 



Almighty God strengthen you with power 
through the Holy Spirit, 
that Christ may live in your hearts through faith. 
C: Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

Word 
FIRST READING: Exodus 12:1-14 
1 The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2 “This month shall 
mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the 
year for you. 3 Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of 
this month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each 
household. 4 If a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its 
closest neighbor in obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion 
to the number of people who eat of it. 5 Your lamb shall be without 
blemish, a year-old male; you may take it from the sheep or from the 
goats. 6 You shall keep it until the fourteenth day of this month; then the 
whole assembled congregation of Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. 7 They 
shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel 
of the houses in which they eat it. 8 They shall eat the lamb that same 
night; they shall eat it roasted over the fire with unleavened bread and 
bitter herbs. 9 Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water but roasted over 
the fire, with its head, legs, and inner organs. 10 You shall let none of it 
remain until the morning; anything that remains until the morning you 
shall burn with fire.  11 This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your 
sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand, and you shall eat it 
hurriedly. It is the Passover of the LORD. 12 I will pass through the land of……  
A: Word of God, Word of Life 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 

SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26 
23 For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord 
Jesus on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24 and when 
he had given thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body that is for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way he took the cup also, 
after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you eat this 
bread and drink the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 
A:  Word of God, Word of Life 
C: Thanks be to God! 
 

 



GOSPEL: John 13:1-17, 31b-35 
 

P: The Holy Gospel according to John. 
C: Glory to you, O Lord! 
 

P: 1 Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had… 

 

P: This is the gospel of the Lord!   
C: Praise to you, O Christ! 
 

Sermon                                        Pastor Ken Gibson 
 

Hymn of the Day:  The Heart of Worship 
 

Prayers of Intercession  
A:“Hear us, O God”,...C: “Your mercy is great” 
 

Sharing of the Peace 
 

Offering: Friends, an offering is an act of Worship, given freely to share God’s love through this 
congregation. Please place your offering in the basket as it is passed around, you may come forward 
to put your gift in the offering plate, or send your gifts to the church at: 5050 N. Johnsburg Rd., 
Johnsburg, IL  60051 or give online at www.joyfulharvest.org 
 

Offering Prayer 
 

Lord’s Supper 
 

Words of Institution 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus has taught us: 
C: Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name, thy Kingdom 
come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our 
daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who 
trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 

Invitation to Communion: Christ is truly present with us today, especially in the gifts 
of bread and wine. God's table is open; we invite you to join us at the Lord’s Table! After the choir is 
served, come up the center aisle, from front to back. If you are unable to come forward, please let 
the pastor or another worship leader know, and we will bring communion to you. If you do not 
receive communion, you are welcome to come forward for a blessing, simply keep your hands 
folded. The dark colored liquid is wine, and the light-colored liquid is juice. Please let the pastor know 
if you need a gluten free wafer. All are welcome! 
 

Communion Song:   Amazing Grace 
 

Prayer After Communion 
 

Sending 
 

Stripping of the Altar 
P: Please remain silent during the stripping of the altar.  
Solo by Yvonne Gibson - (Love is forever)  
                           (Please depart the sanctuary in silence) 

http://www.joyfulharvest.org/

